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TO N0VBM:BER 30, 1886 



To the Hon. J. Proctor Knott, 

Goverqor of tl^e State of Kentucky : 

The present Board of Commissioners entered upon the discharge 
of their duties in May, 1884. We found our powers ample for inspec- 
tion and investigation, and in the exercise of these powers we have 
examined into the condition and management of every road in the 
State. The Conimissioners held sessions in nearly all the important 
shipping points in the State, and learned from the business men how 
the various roads were managed. 

In making our investigations, we were afforded every facility by 
the railroad officials. They have treated us with uniform courtesy, 
and have shown a willingness to answer any inquiry made by us. 
We found the railroad companies acting under the belief that it was 
to their interest to deal fairly with the public, and they seemed rather 
anxious that their treatment of the public should be inquired into. 
They desire a good name, and know that the only sure way to obtain 
it is to deserve it. It is true we have found in some places in the 
State complaints against the railroads, many of which are just. In 
the main, however, we find a growing confidence in the fairness and 
justice of railroad officials. 

We were pleased to find an almost unanimous expression from 
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the people that the facihties for transportation are increasing every 
year, and that the officers and agents of the railroads are becoming 
more affable and accommodating. The people and the railroads are 
getting closer together, and working harmoniously for their mutual 
interests. There always has been, and there is yet, a popular preju- 
dice against corporations. But the people begin to understand that 
corporations are necessary for some purposes, and that one of the 
purposes is the building and operating of a railroad. 

It has been the constant effort of the Commissioners to remove 
prejudice, where it was unfounded, and to remove the causes of dis- 
satisfaction, where it was possible. 

The people begin to realize that stockholders in railroad enter- 
prises are entitled to a fair return on their investment. Otherwise, 
railroads would never be built or operated. 

The burden of complaint throughout the State is not that rates are 
excessive, but that certain towns and localities are favored by the 
railroad companies to the detriment of other towns. If the charges 
were uniform there would be little or no complaint. The favored 
towns are situated at the intersection of railroads, or at the intersec- 
tion of railroads and navigable rivers. The intermediate or non- com- 
petitive points claim the same rates that are allowed terminal points. 
This claim is not altogether just, as the Commissioners have tried to 
show the complainants. Of course, a town situated on a river and 
railroad enjoys advantages that an inland town with one line of rail- 
road can not reasonably expect. But it is not right for a railroad to 
haul for competitive points at a loss, and make up the loss at non- 
competitive points. The growth and prosperity of many towns in 
this State are, doubtless, impeded b}' unjust discrimination of rail- 
roads. We do not think that this condition of things will last, 
however, because self-interest will, in the end, cause railroad com- 
panies to build up the towns along their own lines, and thereby 
increase the volume of their business. 

Of course, railroad managers know that in building up towns at 
competitive points they can only hope for a portion of the business 
at unremunerative rates, while at intermediate points they get all the 
transportation at good rates. 

The present Commissioners, acting under the power given them by 
law, thought it unwise to attempt any great changes or reforms in the 
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complicated and intricate subject of transportation. We were content 
to note irregularities and call the attention of the roads to them, rely- 
ing for correction on their sense of justice, and the desire that all per- 
sons have of enjoying a reputation for fair dealing. We find that 
railroads have become numerous enough to put each other on good 
behavior ; that every road is seeking a good name with the traveling 
and transportation public, and the most potent regulator of railroads 
is public opinion. That, in fact, is nearly the sole tribunal relied upon 
by the law-makers of our State. 

The physical condition of the roads is good. The depots and 
sidings are being constantly enlarged. 

The work done by the Commission is fully set out in our ap- 
pendix. 

The management and workings of the various roads were gathered 
from the statements of business men in towns along the lines of the 
roads. 

Mileage. 

The progress of railroad building in Kentucky is not rapid but 
gradual, and in keeping with the general character of the State, which 
is conservative. 

The total number of miles of railroad is 2,057.39. The increased 
mileage for the last two years 191.04. 

Table No. XII. in the appendix shows the mileage of the different 
roads in the State and the increase for the past two years. 

The following table shows the mileage of railroads in Kentucky 
for the last fifty years. We are indebted to Mr. Meany, assistant 
editor of Poor*s Manual. 



Year. 

1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 

1839 
1840 

184I 

1842 

1843 
1844 

1845 
1846 



Mileage. 



15 
22 

22 

22 

22 

25 
28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 



Year. 

1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 

1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 

1857 
1858 

1859 



Mileage. 

. 28 

. 28 

• 55 
. 78 

• 94 

. 94 

. 167 

. 242 

. 242 

. 268 

. 305 

. 458 

• 534 



Year. 

i860 . 

1861 . 

1862 . 
1863. 
1864. 
1865 . 
1866. 

1867 . 

1868 . 

1869 . 

1870 . 

1871 . 

1872 . 



Mileage. 

534 

549 
567 

567 

567 
567 

581 

635 

813 
852 

1,017 

1,123 

1,266 



Year. 

873 

874 

875 
876 

877 
878 

879 
880 

881 

882 

883 

884 



Mileage. 

1,320 
1,326 
1,326 

1,475 
1,500 

1,500 

1,505 

1,530* 
1,672 

1,745 
1,852 

1,887 



** The reduction in 1880 was due to corrections first .noted in that year. 
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Railroad Systems. 

There are three important systems of railroads in this State : 
The Louisville & Nashville system owns and controls 835.76 miles 
of road in the State, as follows : The main stem — Memphis line ; 
Knoxville branch ; Cincinnati branch — Short Line ; Lexington 
branch ; Shelbyville railroad ; Bardstown branch ; Railway transfer ; 
Narrow-gauge ; Cumberland & Ohio, Northern division and Southern 
division; Glasgow branch, and the Evansville, Henderson & Nash- 
ville railroad. 

Most of these roads are doing a very large and profitable business. 
The Louisville & Nashville system does nearly two-thirds of the 
business of the State. Its gross receipts for business done in the 
State during the year 1884-5 amounted to ;^6, 556,012.39. The 
main stem of the Louisville & Nashville system earns 1^15,079.93 
per mile, which shows a wonderful amount of traflfic. 

The next largest system 5s the Chesapeake & Ohio, or Hunt- 
ington system. It is composed of the Elizabethtown, Lexington, 
& Big Sandy, Kentucky Central, and Chesapeake, Ohio & 
South' western. This system owns and controls 628.08 miles of road 
in Kentucky. Besides, it has running arrangements with the Louis- 
ville & Nashville, over the Lexington branch, which makes a con- 
tinuous line from the Big Sandy river to Fulton, on the Tennessee 
line. 

The gross earnings for this system for 1884 were ;^2, 464, 525.40. 
It was over one-fifth of the business of the State. Mr. Huntington 
has come into the State to stay, and it is believed that ere long he 
will have a Nashville connection and the projected road from Lex- 
ington to Elizabethtown will be built, which will give the Chesapeake 
& Ohio system as much mileage, as much teritrory, and as much 
business as the Louisville & Nashville has now. 

The other system is the Cincinnati Southern railway, which runs 
through the State a distance of 197.90 miles, and is building up a 
good business. The gross earnings of this road for Kentucky for 
1884-5 were ;?i, 567, 362.06. 

Table No. VIL in the appendix, shows in detail the mileage, gross 
and net earnings, and operating expenses of the three systems for the 
year 1884-5. 

Outside of the three systems named, the other roads in the 
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State are either small, unfinished roads, or sections of roads begin- 
ning out of the State and passing through it. 

Competition. 

While there is apparent harmony and satisfactory running ar- 
rangements between these three systems of roads, there is also 
a healthy competition between them, and more between rival towns 
and industries along the line of the roads. 

Perhaps the best regulator of railroads is navigable streams. 
Kentucky is highly favored with these natural arteries of commerce. 
There are seven navigable streams that either flow through or border 
our State. Towns situated on any of these water-courses have 
satisfactory rates and facilities for transportation, especially of heavy 
articles. It is contended that combinations and pools, entered into 
by the different lines of transportation, destroy competition. This is 
not exactly true. Combination prevents rate war, but experience 
teaches that where there are two or more lines to any point, shippers 
at that point have reasonable rates. If one of the lines is a navigable 
stream, the rates will certainly be very satisfactory. 

The subject of competition is treated more elaborately elsewhere 
in this report under the head of coal. 

There is some complaint, on the part of stockholders, that roads 
in Kentucky do not pay a fair return on the investment — that rail- 
roading in this State is unprofitable. This statement is calculated to 
deter capital from embarking in railroad enterprises here, and we are 
glad to be able to say that it is not true. Railroads in Kentucky do 
pay as well as any investment. 

The railroads belonging to the three systems spoken of may be 
fairly estimated to cost not exceeding |!5o,cxx),ooo, or ;^30,ooo per 
mile, and their net earnings for the year 1884-5 were 1^4,500,000, 
which is nine per cent, on the actual capital invested. 

Mr. Poor, in his manual, speaking of railroads, says, that "//" 
the fictitious capital could be eliminated from their accounts their success 
as an investment would have no parallel.'' 

New Railroads. 
There are numberless charters for new roads in this State. Many 
of the routes have been surveyed and located. Some of them will 
doubtless be built, while many will be heard of no more. There are 
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four railroad enterprises in the State that are actually under construc- 
tion, and. they promise much for the prosperity of our people. 

The Chesapeake & Nashville is designed to connect the Chesa- 
peake & Ohio, or Huntington system of road, with Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, and the roads centering there. The work of construction is 
progressing satisfactorily between Gallatin, Tennessee, and Scottville, 
Kentucky. The roadbed is completed between those points, and the 
track will be laid early in next year. This road will give to Central 
Kentucky another direct outlet to the South. 

Glarksville & Princeton. 

There is a road under way through the south-western portion of 
the State, many miles of which have been actually built and operated. 
It runs from Clarksville, Tennessee, through Kentucky, by way of 
Princeton. This will be an important road, connecting the Ohio and 
Cumberland rivers, and affording the people along the line additional 
facilities for transportation at reasonable rates. This road is backed 
by the Gordon syndicate. 

Henderson & Morg^anfield. 

The people in Henderson and Union counties, aided by capitalists, 
have entered upon the work of building a railroad down the Ohio 
river, from Henderson to Morganfield, thence across the State to 
Jackson, Tennessee, making the shortest and most direct route from 
Chicago to New Orleans, and from Chicago to Mobile. The road- 
bed has been graded for twenty -five miles, and a large quantity of steel 
rails has been already purchased for the road. The entire line will 
perhaps be built in the early part of 1887. This road will pass, for a 
distance of one hundred miles, through a very fertile section of our 
State, that now has no railroad. 

Kentucky Union. 

Another railroad enterprise that is a fixed fact is the Kentucky 
Union. A portion of the road, from Hedges station on the Chesa- 
peake & Ohio railroad to Red River, in Estill county, a distance of 
thirteen miles, is already completed. This road is designed to con- 
nect the Bluegrass region, with the coal, iron, and timber region of 
Eastern Kentucky. It will pierce the center of the immense coal 
region, and will be the great mineral road of the country. This road 
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is projected to pass through Pound Gap, and connect with the rail- 
roads of Virginia. 

Bridges. 

Two important bridges across the Ohio river have been in process 
of construction for several years, one at Henderson, the other at New 
Albany. The Henderson bridge was completed and opened for busi- 
ness during the past year. It is a massive, substantial structure, built 
of stone quarried in Eastern Kentucky. It will answer the purpose 
for which it was designed. It supplies a missing link in the great 
trunk line from the West to the South. There is now an unbroken 
line from St. Louis, through Kentucky, to Nashville. By the com- 
pletion of this bridge the Evansville, Henderson & Nashville railroad 
has become one of the most profitable lines in our State. 

New Albany Bridge. 

The bridge across the Ohio, connecting Louisville and New Albany, 
is Hearing completion. This will give Louisville and the railroads 
centering there another means of crossing the Ohio and reduce the 
exorbitant rates of bridge-toll that have to be paid by shippers at 
present. 

A new bridge from Covington to Cincinnati is being agitated and 
will likely be built in the near future. 

Eailroad Assessment. 

The proper assessment of railroad property for taxation i^ a difficult 
matter and one that has given rise to much discussion in all the States 
of this Union. The great desideratum is a basis. Every State has a 
dififerent method, and it has been said that there is no one principle 
running through the various systems adopted by the States. The 
Michigan system seems to be growing in favor. That system takes 
the gross earnings as a basis and leaves the real estate owned by rail- 
road companies, outside the right of way, to be assessed by the local 
assessors. The Massachusetts system takes the capital stock as a basis 
and assumes that the market value of the capital stock is the value of 
the road for taxation. New York leaves the assessment to local asses- 
sors. In 1878, the assessed valuation of the same road in that State 
varied in different counties from ^^400.00 per mile to <> 100. 00 per rod. 

It was suggested by a member of this board, that the exact value 
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of a railroad was the market value of its capital stock and bonded 
debt. That is to say, if a road has i>20,coo.oo capital stock per mile 
and has |i20,ooo.oo mortgage debt per mile and the stock and bonds 
are selling at par, the value of the road is |i40,ooo.oo per mile. The 
leading railroad company in this State refused to pay on the assess- 
ment made by the Railroad Commissioners some years ago. Suit 
was brought and the constitutionality of the act creating a Railroad 
Commission was put in issue. The Court of Appeals of this State 
held the act constitutional. The railroad companies appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the United States and that court decided that the 
act creating the Railroad Commission in this State was constitutional. 
This suit has been pending for three years and the railroad com- 
panies have refused, during that time, to pay any more than the taxes 
on the valuation fixed by themselves. This decision of the Supreme 
Court spoken of is given in the appendix. 

The present Board of Commissioners had prepared for an assess- 
ment of the railroad property by making a personal inspection of 
every road in the State. We could not, under the law of our State, 
adopt any of the methods spoken of, as they all include the real estate 
and other property in the mileage or leave the real estate to be 
assessed bv local assessors. 

The law of this State requires the Railroad Commissioners to 
assess all the railroad property for taxation for State, county, and mu- 
nicipal purposes. We notified the chief officers of the roads in the 
State that we were in session for the purpose of fixing a valuation of 
their property and requested their attendance. Every road in the 
State appeared before the board, either by its chief officer or attorney, 
and a full and free interchange of views was had. The same spirit 
and purpose actuated all parties concerned. That was, to have a just 
and fjiir assessment made to the end that railroad property might bear 
its share of the burden of taxation and no more. The board took 
into consideration the gross and net earnings, cost of the road, the 
condition of the road and the country through which it ran, and 
aimed to place a fair value on every road and its other property. 
Many changes were made and the total valuation for 1885 was not as 
high as it was for 1884 and for previous years, but we think it high 
enough. 

Tables Nos. III. and IV., in appendix, show the valuations fixed by 
the railroad companies and by the Commissioners. 
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An inspection of the tables referred to will show the importance 
of the decision of the Supreme Court. The railroad companies took 
the position in that contest that they alone had the right to fix the 
value of their property. The court decided that the Commissioners 
have the right to alter their valuation. The Commissioners did alter 
them and fix the value of the railroad property in the State higher by 
$S,og2f 181.00 than the companies put it, which adds to the revenues 
of the State $42,483.95 more than the railroads proposed to pay. 

Table No. VI., in appendix, shows the valuation fixed by the Com- 
missioners for the last five years. 

Coal. . 

There has been a wonderful development of the coal mining inter- 
ests in Kentucky within the last few years, and a greater increase in 
the quantity of coal mined and transported within the last year, per- 
haps, than in any former year. 

This interest will continue to increase and develop in proportion to 
the facilities afforded for transportation and sale, as there lie buried 
beneath our soil untold and almost inexhaustible beds of coal, only 
awaiting the approach of railroads and capital to develop it, and furnish 
it, at reasonable rates, to the greatly-increasing number of consumers. 

The development of the Kentucky coal mines, and the increased 
facilities for transportation, have had the effect to greatly cheapen the 
price of fuel throughout the State, and in proportion as these in- 
crease (thereby cheapening coal) will the people resort to it for fuel ; es- 
pecially for all manufacturing and mechanical purposes. In compar- 
ing the present price of coal with what it was only a few years ago, 
and considering the vast amount consumed, we can form some esti- 
mate of the large amount saved to the people of the State in the 
cheapening of this one article. 

The highest-priced coal we found in the State cost the consumer six- 
teen cents per bushel, which is, we think, high, and out of proportion, 
as we found the price of coal grading down to as low as seven and 
eight cents per bushel, the latter prices, however, prevailing at points 
where there was competition in mines and transportation. 

There has been a very decided improvement both in the quality and 
price of coal throughout the State, and we believe that a still greater 
reduction in price may be secured by a just, fair, and equitable arrange- 
ment in the matter of transportation, especially in localities not favored 
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with competition in navigable streams or railroads. As coal is rap- 
idly coming into general use as fuel, and is, therefore, becoming an 
article of prime necessity, the price of it becomes a matter of great im- 
portance ; and as it affects almost every household, the rich and the 
poor are, therefore, concerned as to whether it is high or low. 

Perhaps there is no one thing about which the people genefally, as 
regards freight, feel as much interest as they do upon the item of 
coal. 

We are free to say that more complaints have reached us on this 
subject than upon any other one thing. Indeed, in many places we 
have heard the fullest expression of opinion, that if the railroads 
would lower their rates on coal, and thus enable the people to get 
cheap fuel, there would then be no just grounds of complaint against 
the roads. 

Dealers in coal, and consumers also, allege that the price of coal is 
regulated, not by what it costs to mine it, nor by the law of supply 
and demand, but by the amount the railroads charge for hauling it. 

The complaint is that the rise in coal does not benefit either the 
miner or the dealer, but that the increase in the price goes to the rail- 
roads for transporting it. To illustrate, if coal is worth twelve cents 
per bushel, from three and one-half to four cents of this amount is for 
mining (for that is what it costs) ; two cents per bushel is charged by 
the dealer for handling, and the balance of the twelve cents goes to the 
railroads or other carriers for transportation. If the price of coal 
should be more than twelve cents per bushel — say fifteen cents per 
bushel — the advantage of this increased price does not result to either 
the miners or the dealers, but to the railroads, because there is no in- 
crease in the price at the mines nor profit to the dealer, but the in- 
crease goes to the carrier. 

This charge applies to all the railroads in the State, but it is denied 
by them, who say that they have a summer rate and a winter rate 
which is not changed. Of course, it can not be expected that the 
railroads shall carry freight at less than fairly remunerative prices. 
These they ought to have, and must have, or cease to exist. 

What needs to be done, if it can be done, is, for the roads to adopt 
some plan by which our abundant supply of coal can be distributed to 
the different parts of the State at reasonable rates to the consumers, 
and yet realize a fair profit for carrying it. 
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As one means to this end, we think a uniform rate for carrying 
coal, adopted by all the railroads in the State, would prove most ben- 
eficial. 

We found, in traveling over the State, that each road was striving 
to foster and protect the coal mines on its own line, to the exclusion 
of minfes on other lines, and while hauling coal from mines on its own 
line at regular through rates, local rates are charged for hauling coal 
from other lines of roads, which makes a clear discrimination in favor 
of the mines on such line as against a similar industry on another 
line, and prevents, therefore, a fair competition between the different 
mines, as well as the different lines of road. 

We believe, if the different roads would agree among themselves 
to haul coal from any and all roads at the same rates they charge 
for hauling from the mines on their own lines, that the decrease in 
rates, which would be considerable, would be more than overcome 
by the increase in the quantity transported, as the cheapening of coal 
would superinduce an increased consumption of it, so that, in the 
end, the railroads would not lose, and the consumers of coal would 
be greatly benefited. 

Such is the great quantity of coal consumed that any material re- 
duction in the price amounts to quite a large sum in the aggregate. 

Acting within the scope, as we conceive, of our advisory powers, 
we have submitted to the railroad companies, in an informal way, a 
proposition looking to the end above indicated, and we are glad to 
be able to say that the roads have met us in such way as to clearly 
indicate their entire willingness to promptly receive and fully canvass 
the proposition, with a view to some ultimate conclusion upon the 
subject, that will prove satisfactory to both the consumer and carrier. 

A meeting for this purpose between the Commissioners and rail- 
road officials was appointed to take place in the city of Louisville on 
the 9th day of November, which was hindered by the necessary absence 
of a number of those we desired to meet, as was also an adjourned 
meeting at the same place. But we entertain the strong belief and 
indulge the hope that we shall yet be ablC' to accomplish the results 
expected. 

Nor would the increased amount of coal to be transported and the 
cheapening of the prjce of fuel to the general consumer be the only 
advantages to accrue both to the railroads and to the general public. 
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It is manifest that cheap fuel is essential to the development of 
manufactures; and cheap coal has, or will, become a question of 
prime importance to every manufacturer. It should be a niatter of 
great concern to the railroads to encourage these, as far as possible, 
all along their line. ' ' Low transportation on coal and raw materials 
will determine the question as to the location and growth of the dif- 
ferent manufacturing interests." 

And, **Any profit on coal transportation to any given point is 
of small consequence compared with the results accruing to a railroad 
from the establishment and expansion of manufactures upon its lines." 
This view is so ably argued in the report of the Railroad Commission- 
ers of the State of New Hampshire, for 1885, that we take the 
liberty of making the following extract therefrom, which also pre- 
sents the price of coal transportation per ton per mile in that State : 

Low transportation on coal and raw materials will determine the ques- 
tion more than all other considerations. Any profit on coal transported 
ten, twenty, forty, fifty, or a hundred miles into the interior is of small 
consequence compared with the results accruing to a railroad from the estab- 
lishment and expansion of manufacturers upon its lines. Eliminate this, 
and, any railroad will have received a fatal blow. Insure this, and any rail- 
road has a bond of fate for its prosperity. The tendency to the seaboard is 
not the only serious phase of this question. The growing manufacturers of 
the South and West have already perceptibly narrowed the margin of profit 
on manufacturing in New, England. Coal, iron, and cotton freights, com- 
bined with freights on manufactured products, constitute the disadvantage 
that has overtaken manufacturing away from the seaboard in New England. 
If this disadvantage steadily increases, it will some day prove an insuper- 
able obstacle to the continued growth of manufacturers in our State. If it 
is gradually lessened, as its vital importance demands, the ratio of expan- 
sion of the last ten years may not be maintained, but there will be an ex- 
pansion that will be substantial and fruitful, not only to the State, but to 
the railroads that hold the solution of the problem in their own hands. 

In the established rates on coal there is a wide divergence. Here, as in 
other rates of transportation, the long rates are the lowest, and they are the 
lowest on those roads that are seeking to supply the New England market 
with coal all-rail. If the New England roads should adopt the rates pre- 
vailing on the New York and Pennsylvania lines, the problem of cheap coal 
for New England manufacturers would be solved. An approach to this 
constitutes a great practical question for the future. On its right solution, 
in an equalization of low rates,^ depends largely the question of the con- 
tinued manufacturing development of New England. The better condition 
of the coal received all-rail is not the only point in its favor. There is less 
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loss of weight; shipments can be made in summer as well as in winter; 
small as well as large quantities can be ordered ; and the necessity of carry- 
ing large stocks is avoided. The long-haul rates of some New York and 
Pennyl vania roads are remarkably low. They are substantially three quarters 
of a cent per ton per mile. On the Erie railroad the rate is -j^V ^^ ^ ^^"^ 
per ton per mile; on the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western railroad, ^Vt 
of a cent per ton per mile; on the Delaware & Hudson Canal Company's 
line, ^VV ^^ ^ ^^^^ P^^ ^^^ P^^ mile; on the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel & 
Western railroad, -^^^ of a cent per ton per mile. 

The local New England rates may be summarized as follows : On the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford railroad, 1.51 of a cent per ton per 
mile; on the New London Northern railroad, 3.70 of a cent per ton per 
mile; on the Connecticut River railroad, 2.52 of a cent per ton per mile; 
on the Providence & Worcester railroad, 2.85 of a cent per ton per mile; 
on the Boston & Providence railroad, 2.34 of a cent per ton per mile; on 
the Old Colony railroad, from Somerset, 3.125 of a cent per ton per mile; 
on the Boston & Albany railroad, 2.04 of a cent per ton per mile; on the 
Worcester, Nashua & Rochester railroad, 2.10 of a cent per ton per mile; 
on the Boston & Lowell railroad, 3 cents per ton per mile; on the Concord 
railroad, 2.3 of a cent per ton per mile; on the Boston & Maine railroad, 
2.4 of a cent per 4:on per mile. 

As a further evidence that each road fosters the coal mines on its 
own line, we found that, at some mines, rates were given to all non- 
competitive points, which rates varied very little in winter or summer, 
while no rates were given to competitive points, such as Louisville, 
but a general direction given to these mines to sell coal to this point, 
at the best price attainable, and the railroad company would under- 
take that it should be delivered, allowing to the miner the same price 
for mining. All of which simply means, that the railroad company 
would take for hauling whatever remained of the price after paying 
the miner and local dealer, the result being that the competitive 
points are greatly benefited by competition both in the different coal 
mines and lines of transportation, while intermediate or non-competi- 
tive points have not the advantage of- either. 

We have endeavored to collect full data upon which to give the 
statistics of the coal trade in the whole State, showing the quantity 
mined and consumed, and thus exhibiting the vastness of this one in- 
dustry, but we have not been able to obtain such accurate information, 
as will warrant us in venturing to give the exact or even proximate 
figures. But such is its magnitude, that we have felt warranted in 
giving it conspicuous prominence in this report. 



16 SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

Another difficulty in the way of fair competition between the differ- 
ent coal mines or companies lies in the fact of the difference in the 
gauge of the different roads in the State. This not being uniform, 
of course, cars from one road can not be transferred to the track of 
another road of broader Or narrower gauge. But we are persuaded 
that this difficulty will ultimately, and perhaps very soon, be overcome 
by the adoption of a uniform gauge on all the roads. In this connec- 
tion, as showing this, we subjoin in the appendix a letter addressed 
by C. W. Smith, general manager of the Kentucky Central railroad, 
to Mr. S. V. Rowland, president Laurel Coal Association, at Pitts- 
burg, Kentucky. 

This whole question has undergone a very thorough investigation 
by our predecessors, Hons. D. Howard Smith, W. B. Machem, and 
W. M. Beckner, in rendering a decision upon the complaint of the 
** Laurel County Coal Association against the Cincinnati Southern 
railroad," and many authorities cited, as to the power of the State to 
regulate and permit the grievances complained of, as well as the reme- 
dies afforded the aggrieved party by the laws now in force in this 
State. This decision is made part of this report, and may be found 
in the appendix, and reference is made to it. 

It will be seen by reference to the geological map of Kentucky, 
that the coal beds of Kentucky lie in the eastern part of the State, 
extending in a south-westerly direction to the Tennessee line, and also 
in South-western Kentucky, and are so situated geographically, that 
no portion of the State is exceeding one hundred and fifty miles from 
a coal bed. 

Believing, as we do, that coal can and ought to be transported this 
short distance at five cents per bushel, and allowing four cents per 
bushel for mining, and one cent per bushel to the dealer for handling, 
coal ought to be sold anywhere in Kentucky at not more than ten 
cents per bushel. 

By reference to the following table, which we take from the report 
of the Railroad Commissioners of- this State for 1881, it will be seen 
that the rates above indicated are established by law in the State of 
Illinois, and the railroads required to conform to them : 



KENTUCKY RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS. 



17 



TABLE NO. XIII. 
Illinois Railroad Commissioners* New Tariff. 
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And what is said by the Commissioners of the State of Illinois, in 
justification of reduced rates upon coal, applies with equal force in 
Kentucky. Their reduced rates went into operation in 1873. We 
quote from the Illinois report for 1 881, as follows : 

Since the schedules of 1873 were made, the transportation and con- 
sumption of soft coal has immensely increased. 

The building up of manufactories in every section, the increased popu- 
lation, and the scarcity of timber in a large portion of the State, have made 
the use of coal a necessity, not only to operate factories and machinery, 
but as fuel in private families. 

The rate as fixed is about thirty-two per cent, lower than that in the old 
schedules, and is said to be lower than the existing rate in any other State 
in the Union ; but in view of the fact that within the last decade the im- 
mense development of mines has completely revolutionized the coal trade 
in Illinois ; that coal is one of the cheapest products of the country ; that 
it is easily and cheaply handled, not subject to damage by exposure to the 
weather, nor by the wreck of trains; that it is moved in large quantities 
and in the cheapest class of cars, it is believed that the rate is not too low. 

It is urged by many railroad managers and men interested in railroad 
property that the rates fixed in the revised schedules on almost all articles 
of freight are too low. Some go so far as to say that a compliance with 
the schedules by their roads will materially diminish their revenue and 
operate disastrously to the railroad interests of the State, but it is believed 
that such claims, if made in good faith, are not well founded. 
2 
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The tendency of the times is toward cheaper rates for transportation 
and greater economy in the management and operation of railroads. Cars 
are being built with a carrying capacity of fifteen to twenty tons, while 
formerly ten to twelve tons was the maximum. Iron rails are fast givin 
way to steel. The physical condition of the lines is greatly improved, 
and in many other ways the carrying capacity of roads is being increased 
with less corresponding increase in the expenses of operation. 

Eailroad Legislation. 

The subject of railroad legislation, and how far the law-making 
power may or ought to go toward absolute legal control of the rates 
of railroad transportation, has been and is a very diflficult and perplex- 
ing one. 

Some States have gone to great lengths in this direction, notably 
Georgia and Illinois, where the Railroad Comriiissioners are invested 
with very great powers. In other States the Commissioners are in. 
vested with very limited powers, while in Kentucky the Commis- 
sioners have no power or contrgl over this subject, and are clothed 
with only advisory powers. Hence, many complaints that reach us 
are the result of a misapprehension of the powers of the Commis- 
sioners. 

There is a difference of opinion as to whether the Commissioners 
should be clothed with higher or greater powers than those already 
conferred. Increased powers involve increased responsibilities, and it 
is thought by some that increased powers might open the door to 
many troublesome and vexatious differences which otherwise would 
not exist, and possibly hedge up the way to the amicable adjust- 
ment and satisfactory solution of many differences, which might other- 
wise be accomplished by careful and prudent consideration and equit- 
able compromise. It might, therefore, be better for the law-making 
power, as far as it may, to pass such restrictive or other laws as may 
be proper, and leave to the judicial arm of the State the power and 
duty of enforcing them. 

The Commissioners have full power under the present laws to hear 
and investigate any and all complaints by any citizen against railroads, 
and to lay the whole matter before the public, and invoke the neces- 
sary legal, redress through the law oflficers of the State and the courts. 

As to how far the Legislature has the power to go in the matter of 
regulating the rates of transportation by railroad, or how far it may 
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prudently go in the exercise of conceded powers, it does not perhaps 
come within the scope of our authority or duty to suggest. It has 
been a subject of the gravest concern in all the States, and has per- 
plexed the minds and taxed the learning of the wisest legislators and 
ablest judges, and yet it would seem that there is a point beyond which 
the railroads may not go in the exercise of even the largest charter 
privileges, and at which the law-making power may rightfully inter- 
pose to prevent unjust charges, and mitigate the evils of oppressive 
rates. 

The most fruitful source of complaint in our St*ate is, what is alleged 
to be, and what in fact is, a discrimination in freight rates against in- 
termediate or non-competitive points in favor of competitive and 
terminal points, although the distance to the latter may be greater 
than to the former on the same line of roads, and in some instances 
the difference is so great that it justifies the shipper in consigning his 
goods to a competitive or terminal point, and incur the additional ex- 
pense of local rates back over the same road to his place of business. 

This state of things, at once anomalous, exists, in consequence, as 
we think, of two causes. One is, the intermediate shipper has no 
other means of transportation, and is compelled therefore to submit 
to such rates as the railroads see fit to impose, and the roads, like 
most individuals would do, take advantage of the situation and put on 
such a tariff for hauling as they see fit. The other cause is, that there 
exists the pernicious habit of cutting rates at competitive points 
between the different roads to such an extent as to greatly reduce 
their ordinary profits for carrying ; and in order to make up the losses 
thus sustained, the less favored localities are made to bear the high, 
and sometimes exorbitant, rates complained of. 

What the shipping public wants is uniformity in the rajies, and a 
fair distribution of the burdens of transportation. 

The complaint is not so much about the amount it has to pay, but 
the inequality in rates as between an intermediate and terminal point. 
Now, without going beyond the scope of our authority, we venture to 
suggest that the Legislature might well consider some method or de- 
vise some plan by which this evident injustice can be remedied. Dif- 
ferent methods have been tried in different States, none quite satisfac- 
tory, and none, perhaps, affording a complete remedy. But, from the 
best information we can obtain, the law of Massachusetts comes near- 
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er an equitable adjustment of this vexed question than any other to 
which we have had access. We incorporate here a section of that 
law, as bearing upon this question, to which we would call special at- 
tention, as being, short and comprehensive, and expressing fully, in few 
words, the idea intended to be conveyed. 

It is proper to remark that our immediate predecessors called at- 
tention to this matter in their report of 1883, and made some very 
wise and judicious suggestions and recommendations in relation 
thereto. 

The section of the Massachusetts law to which we refer is as fol- 
lows : 

** No railroad corporation shall charge or receive for the transportation 
of freight to any station on its road a greater sum than is at the time charged 
or received for the transportation of the like class and quantity of freight 
from the same original point of departure to a station at a greater distance on 
its road in the same direction. Two or more railroad corporations whose 
roads connect shall not charge or receive for the transportation of freight to 
any station on the road of either of them a greater sum than is at the time 
charged or received for the transportation of the like class and quantity of 
freight from the same original point of departure to a station at a greater dis- 
tance on the road of either of them in the same diredfion. In the construc- 
tion of this section the sum charged or received for the transportation of 
freight shall include all terminal charges; and the road of a corporation 
shall include all the road in use by it, whether owned or operated under a 
contract or lease." 

This law, of course, involves the important and much-agitated 
question of the long and short hauls, and simply means that a railroad 
shall not charge more for a short haul than it does for a long haul, 
when they are in the same direction, and the long haul includes the 
short haul, or, to make it plainer if possible, the effect of such a law 
in Kentucky would be to say to the railroads: ** You shall not 
charge more to carry a given quantity of freight of like character 
from Louisville to Frankfort than you do to carry it to Lexington, 
which is twenty-eight miles further in the same direction and on the 
same road.*' 

While the adoption of such a law might, and doubtless would, to 
some extent, disarrange freight rates at competitive points, still, we 
believe it would, to a degree, abolish the practice of cutting rates, 
and being binding upon all roads, would have the effect to raise 
freights at competitive points and lower them at intermediate points, 
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and then produce such equality of rates as to destroy much of the 
complaint and bad feeling against railroads which now exist in some 

localities. 

We would not be understood as favoring unfriendly or destructive 
legislation against railroads ; upon the contrary, we favor all proper 
encouragement to this great enterprise, but at the same time, we 
think they ought to be held to a strict and rigid accountability for the 
exercise of the exclusive privileges they enjoy, and not allowed to 
prostitute these privileges to the purposes of injustice or oppression. 

The law referred to has been in operation in Massachusetts since 
1 87 1, and has proven quite satisfactory to both the shipping interest 
and the railroads, as will be seen from the following extract which we 
make from the report of the Railroad Commissioners of that State for 
the year 1885 : 

The inquiry most frequently addressed to the board upon this matter 
has been a question whether this law is enforced in Massachusetts, or 
whether it is, as has been alleged, ** a dead letter." To this the answer has 
been made, and it is now made once more, that no law in this State is more 
thoroughly enforced than this. Indeed, it would be more correct to say that, 
instead of being enforced at all, it is universally g,cquiesced in and obeyed. 
It is true that, in 1882, it was shown that a railroad company in this State 
was acting in violation of this law. But, upon receiving the opinion of this 
board that it MCas so offending, the corporation desisted from the practice, 
and lowered its rates to conform to the statute requirements. And this 
was done, as the managers of that corporation inform their stockholders, at 
the annual loss of $37,000 illegally extorted heretofore from their customers. 
Since that time neither this nor any other railroad company has, to the 
knowledge or belief of the board, violated this provision of the statutes. 
And now the fact that, because of their obedience to law, they are not 
indicted is used in other States to prove that our act is ** a dead letter." 

In, an extended investigation of freight rates made a year since with 
reference to other questions, and in some recent inquiries made with special 
reference to this question, the board has observed the scrupulous care with 
which, in spite of temptations, any infraction of this law has been avoided. 
In exceptional cases, and to a small extent, it may work harshly, but its 
general working has been most beneficial. It has remedied a great evil 
and a great injustice ; it has helped to save small industries and small places 
from being crushed out of existence ; it has checked the tendency to con- 
solidation, which would build up one place or a few places at the cost of 
local enterprise ; thus creating traffic for the railroads by giving occupation 
to their customers. And it is believed that any attempt to repeal this safe- 
guard of fair dealing would receive almost universal condemnation from the 
business men of Massachusetts. 
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The New York Railroad Commissioners, in their report for 1884, 
in a Very lengthy and exhaustive argument upon the subject of regu" 
lating railroad freights by law, pay a high and well-deserved compli- 
ment to the Massachusetts Commissioners, and give a strong endorse- 
ment to the law of that State upon this subject, from which we take 
the liberty of making the following extract : 

The Massachusetts Commission has everywhere commanded respect and 
is universally conceded to have accomplished much good for the people. 
How this has been done ought to be instructive to us, especially to those 
who continue to regard specific and penal legislation on the part of the State 
as the sovereign panacea for all ills. 

Through investigation the people have been informed of the facts per- 
taining to the railway problem ; through discussion public opinion has been 
formed and directed ; through the recommendations of the board railroads 
have been notified of the public judgment. After a little preliminary jar- 
ring and friction such recommendations became at least as effective as the 
hard and fast laws of other more venturesome States. 

In its second annual report the Commission concluded that the fixing 
of rates upon the railroads of the State was impracticable, either by legisla- 
tion or through the Commission. 

Beyond the annual intelligent presentation of the various changing 
phases of the railroad question, and the specific recommendation of partial 
railroad ownership hereinbefore alluded to, we find hardly a suggestion of 
resort to specific legislation as to tariffs in the subsequent reports. The first 
venture in this direction was made on March 21, 1882. By chapter 94 of 
the Laws of that year, the following was enacted : 

*' Section i. No railroad corporation shall discriminate in charges for 
the transportation of freight against or in favor of any person, firm, or cor- 
poration, or demand or accept from any person, firm, or corporation, for the 
transportation of freight, a higher or lower rate or demand, or grant terms 
more or less favorable than those demanded or accepted from any other 
person, firm, or corporation for like service. 

**Sec. 2. Any railroad corporation violating the provisions of this act 
shall, in addition to liability for all damages sustained by reason of such 
violation, be liable to the penalty provided by section 191 of chapter 112." 

The penalty alluded to was $200.00 for each offense. 

Under this act important railroad corporations cut off, or threatened to 
cut off, special rates. They insisted that no other safe course was left to 
them, because courts and juries would invariably construe the words ** for 
like service " in favoi> of complainants and against corporations. Under 
this threat the merchants and manufacturers of the State urgently asked the 
repeal or modification of the law. Under this pressure, and with the ap- 
proval of the Board of Railroad Commissioners, the law was amended by 
chapter 225 of the same year so as to read as follows : 
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**No railroad company shall, in its charges for the transportation oi 
freight, or in doing its freight business, make or give any undue or unreason* 
able preference or advantage to or in favor of any person, firm, or corpora- 
tion to any undue or unreasonable prejudice or disadvantage." 

This act is so near in accordance with 'the common law, and so far re- 
moved from seeking to control freight charges by severe penal methods, as 
to leave the law in Massachusetts with but little modification as construed 
by the courts, and with none, if construed in the light of the many able de- 
cisions and recommendations of the board. 

The labor of the Board in Massachusetts has very materially aided in 
perfecting the general railroad statutes of the State, which present many ad* 
mirable features elsewhere unknown. Railroads under Massachusetts char- 
ters receive the sovereign right of eminent domain under proper restrictions; 
the rights of minority stockholders are protected; the watering of stock is 
prevented in advance, not tacitly permitted through looseness of enactment 
and then complained about afterward by the people, whose own failure to 
reasonably anticipate and guard against such evils at the outset of corporate 
life is blameworthy. 

In the matter of safety and convenience the suggestions of the Commis- 
sion have been valuable and effective, especially under additional powers 
from time to time conferred. 

Our brief review of Commissions and their results may thus be stated: 
Through their well-directed efforts more has been done than through any 
other known method of State procedure to raise the railroads and the peo- 
ple to the plane which each must occupy before any satisfactory settlement 
of their relations can begin to be accomplished. Each must first learn that 
their interests are mutual and not conflicting. That railroad which regards 
its transportation opportunities as prey is digging the grave of its prosperity 
and is prohibiting its own growth. That community which seeks the cor- 
rection of railroad abuses, through destructive measures, is killing the 
patient as a cure for disease, and is losing the very advantages which it 
theoretically seeks. A Commission, with ample power and sufficient re- 
sources, as in the State of New York, ought to be of use in the direction 
indicated. If scantily provided with facilities for this work, which is by 
no means easy, as in some States, it can do but little with such a vast subject 
of inquiry. 

Even where amply sustained with power and means of investigation, a 
Commission has broad opportunity for choice between energetic endeavor 
and ornamental uselessness. As it chooses it ought to be judged. There 
is an idea that railroads favor Commissions that play with trifles and let 
things alone ; even that they are always ready to contribute sentiment and 
aid toward crippling such bodies and forcing upon them a position of inac- 
tivity. If this be true, railroads make a mistake ; such a Commission can 
not long deceive the people, and will be short lived, as it oeight to be. 
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Thereafter, railroads will regret that they were not wise enough to aid in mak- 
ing the work of the Commission effective for the right and just decision of 
disputed questions, rather than by the opposite course to invite a conflict 
with cheering mobs of outraged people bent on rougli redress at whatever 
cost to themselves or to railroads. 

We have thus given some of the differences and difficulties be- 
tween the carrying and shipping interests, hoping that some remedy 
may be applied which shall prove mutually beneficial to both and not 
detrimental to either, as we are fully persuaded that their interests are 
mutual, and the sooner each shall recognize this fact» the better it 
will be for both. It has been our constant effort to bring about a 
better understanding between them, and we trust we shall not be sub- 
jected to the charge of vanity if we say we believe we have been, to 
a degree, successful in this direction. 

Unjust Discrimination. 

In view of the foregoing facts there are two subjects, at least, to 
which the attention of the Legislature might be directed, and upon 
which, we think, it might act, with great benefit to the people of the 
State, viz: An act might be passed to prevent unjust discriminations 
in favor of competitive points as against intermediate or non-com- 
petitive points. And an act to equalize rates on coal transportation, 
by requiring the different railroads to transport coal from other roads 
at the same rates they charge for hauling from mines on their own 
lines. 

The wisdom of the law-making power will perceive what remedies 
are needed upon the suggestion of the evils which exist. We have 
thought proper, therefore, to state the facts which have come to our 
knowledge, to which attention is respectfully called, believing that 
proper and needed legislation will readily suggest itself to the Legis- 
lature. 

For a full and detailed statement of the abuses complained of by 
shippers against the railroads, we refer to the appendix hereto, where 
we have attempted to collate the facts as gathered from personal in- 
spection, and full and free conference with the business men in the 
different localities in the State. 

Bailroad Commissioners. 

The whole system of Railroad Commissioners may be said to be in, 
its infancy, and while it has not long existed in any State, it has been 
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adopted by nearly all the States — in some with more satisfactory re- 
sults than in others, as they have more nearly struck the proper chan- 
nel of the duties and powers proper to be conferred upon such Com- 
missioners. 

The growing importance of this vast enterprise (the building and 
operating of railroads), and its close and intimate connection with the 
entire business interests of the country, especially the producing and 
shipping interests, seem to require that the power of looking into the 
management and operation of railroads shall be lodged in some tribunal 
or body, whose special duty it is to see that the equities of com- 
merce shall be observed, and that, while vested capital is protected 
in its free exercise, even to the extent of remunerative results, at the 
same time commerce shall not be hampered, crippled, and destroyed 
by extortionate exactions and oppressive burdens. 

How far Railroad Commissioners have contributed to these results 
will be best known from a fair understanding of their operation in 
those States where they have longest existed. In* speaking of the 
law creating the Commission in Illinois, passed in 1871, Governor 
CuUem (now United States Senator), in his message to the Legisla- 
ture of that State, of date February 17, 1879, ^^^ ^^ response to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, as to what benefit such a 
Commission was to the people of Illinois, after enumerating the pow- 
ers, duties, and work of the Commission, concludes his message as 
follows : 

In my judgment, if the Commission were dispensed with by the Legis- 
lature, difficulties would soon arise, agitation would commence again, 
and controversies would run riot. New legislation would follow, another 
board of some kind would soon be created, and the track we have just 
passed over would be again traveled by the people's representatives. It 
has gathered statistics in reference to transportation that are of very great 
benefit to the public. 

The board should be sustained in the interest of all the people. Instead 
of its being destroyed, it should be strengthened. It should have not 
only the authority with which it is. now vested, but more. It should be 
made a legal arbitrator in. all matters of controversy between railroad 
companies and warehouses and their patrons, and.it should be required to 
make examination of roads, and be invested with authority to compel 
reparation of unsafe and defective bridges, culverts, track, and rolling 
stock. 

In Massachusetts, Alabama, New York, Iowa, Michigan, Kansas, 
and, indeed, in twenty-four States of the Union, railroad companies 
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have been established, and under proper legislation and in the prudent 
exercise of their powers have proved beneficial, in many ways, espe- 
cially in reconciling the many recurring conflicts between shippers and 
carriers. We subjoin in the appendix hereto, a table showing the States 
that have adopted the system. 

We, also, as a matter of important information in a small compass, 
give an abstract of the laws of the different States upon the subject 
of the powers of Railroad Commissioners in each. 

Abstracts of Laws of other States Creating^ Bailroad Commissioners, 

showing their Powers and Duties. 

In view of the fact that the question of the adequacy of the powers con- 
ferred upon the Railroad Commission of this State by the law creating it 
may be the subject of future consideration by the Legislature, it is deemed 
not inappropriate to give here a synoptical statement of the laws of other 
States upon the same subject-matter. 

Railroad Commissions exist in twenty-three States, the provisions of law 
relating to the general duties and powers of which are of the same general 
tenor. In some, however, the power of the Commissioners over the subject 
of rates of charges for transportation of persons and property is greater than 
in others. 

ALABAMA. 

The law provides for three Commissioners, whose duty it is to examine 
all the railroads in the State as often as they deem proper. They have ac- 
cess to any and all books and papers of any railroad company in the State^ 
and they may make such recommendations in respect to repairs upon any 
railroad, and the adoption of such rules and regulations as in their judgment 
will promote the public safety and interest. All tariffs must be submitted 
to them for examination, and if need be, revision, and they recommend such 
changes therein as they deem proper. The certificate of the Commissioners 
certifying their approval of a tariff of rates is made prima facie evidence 
that such rates are not extortionate. 

Unjust discrimination, or the charge of more than a just compensation 
(the facts being determined by a jury), is pronounced extortion, for which 
damages may be recovered. 

Special rates may be given for the purpose of assisting in the develop- 
ment of any industrial enterprise. Railroads whose net earnings otherwise 
would not amount to a fair and just return on their value may charge rates 
which under other circumstances would be excessive. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The Commissioners are elected in this State, who derive their powers 
from the constitution, which provides: "The Commissioners shall have the 
power, and it is their duty, to establish rates of charges for the transporta- 
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tion of passengers and freights; to examine the books, records, and papers 
of all transportation companies, and for this purpose they shall have power 
to issue subpoenas and all other necessary process ; to hear and determine 
complaints against railroads and all other transportation companies; to send 
for persons and papers; to administer oaths, take testimony, and punish for 
contempt of their orders and processes in the same manner and to the same 
extent as courts of record, and enforce their decisions and correct abuses 
through the medium of the courts. They shall prescribe a uniform system 
of accounts to be kept by all such corporations and companies, and establish 
rates of fare and freights. Any railroad corporation or transportation com- 
pany which shall fail or refuse to conform to such rates, or to keep their 
accounts in accordance with the system prescribed by the railroad Commis- 
sioners, shall be fined not exceeding twenty thousand dollars for each offense. 
In all controversies, civil or criminal, the rates of fares and freights estab- 
lished by said Commission shall be deemed conclusively just and reasonable." 

The law further provides that ** When jurisdiction is, by the constitution, 
conferred on the board of Railroad Commissioners, all the means necessary 
to carry it into effect is also conferred upon said board; and when in the 
exercise of jurisdiction within the purview of the authority conferred on 
said board by the constitution, the course of proceeding is not specifically 
pointed out, any suitable process or mode of proceeding may be adopted 
by the board which may appear most conformable to the spirit of the con- 
stitution." 

Discrimination in charges and facilities of transportation between persons 
and places is forbidden. 

The Commission are required to report annually to the governor. 

CONNECTICUT 

Has, also, three Commissioners, whose powers extend to the following sub- 
ject-matter: General supervision of railroads in the State. It examines the 
roads, equipments, and books at least twice a year. The commission has 
the power to issue a certificate to the effect that a road is in a safe and suit- 
able condition, until which time, and the giving of such certificate, no part 
of any railroad can be opened for public travel. The location of tracks, 
bridges, signals, etc., is subject to the approval of the Commissioners, and 
also the abandonment of stations, or the issuing of extra stock by any rail- 
road company. 

The railroad companies are required to make annual returns to the Com- 
missioners, and the latter report to the General Assembly. They have 
power to summon and examine witnesses under oath. 

GEORGIA. 

Three Commissioners are appointed in this State. The Commissioners 
are required to make for each railroad doing business in the State a schedule 
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of just and reasonable rates, and to revise the same as often as may be 
necessary. They also have the power to investigate the books of the com- 
panies, and to make other examinations, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there have been any violations of the rules and regulations against 
unjust discriminations. All agreements between companies as to rates of 
transportation, or in respect to a division of earnings by competing roads, 
shall be submitted to the Commissioners for examination and approval, and 
any agreement not approved by them, or which provides for rates exceeding 
those fixed, are declared illegal and void. Penalties are provided against 
violations of the rules and orders of the board, which are prosecuted by the 
attorney-general. Freights which come from, or go beyond, the boundaries 
of the State, are excepted from the jurisdiction of the Commission- 

ILLINOIS. 

Three Commissioners are appointed in this State, whose duties require 
them to examine into the condition aad management and all other matters 
pertaining to the operation of railroads and the business warehouses, and 
to prosecute any violation by them of State laws. 

The railroads operating in the State- are required to make annual returns 
of their business for the preceding year to the board, in accordance with 
forms prescribed by the Legislature ; also the manager of every public ware- 
house in the State is required by law to submit to the board, whenever re- 
quired to do so, a written and sworn statement, showing the condition and 
management of his business. 

The Commissioners were directed by the act of May 2, 1873, to make 
for each of the railroads doing business in the State a schedule of reasonable 
maximum rates for the transportation of freights, passengers, and cars, which 
schedule should be taken in all courts as prima facie evidence that the rates 
prescribed therein are not extortionate. 

IOWA 

Has three Commissioners, who are given general supervision over all 
railroads in the State operated by steam. They have the power to require, 
whenever in their judgment the public safety or convenience may show it to 
be necessary, any improvements or repairs upon any railroad. It is their 
duty to investigate all charges of extortion and unjust discrimination, and 
to order the correction of any abuse by parties operating railroads. They 
prescribe the forms in which railroad companies make their returns to them 
of their annual business, and the Commissioners report to the Legislature. 
They have the power to stop the running of trains over any bridge 
deemed by them unsafe, if the company, after having been notified of its 
condition by the board, neglect to repair it. 

KANSAS 

Has three Commissioners, who are intrusted with the general supervision 
of all railroads in the State operated by steam, and all other corporations 
doing business as common carriers. 
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It is made the duty of the Commissioners to examine from time to time 
the condition of each railroad in the State and its equipment, and to notify 
in writing the persons operating any such road of any repairs to its road, or 
any additions to or change of its station houses, or additions to its rolling 
stock, or any changes in its rates for transporting freight, or in the mode 
of operating its road and conducting its business, that they may deem desir- 
able and necessary, in order to promote the security, convenience, and 
accommodation of the public. 

They may also inquire into any neglect or failure of any such corpo- 
ration to comply with the terms of its charter or the laws of the State, and 
take measures for the correction of the same. 

They have the power to investigate charges, extortion, unjust or unreas- 
onable charges, and unjust discrimination by any railroad company, and 
require the correction of any abuse of the kind; also to require, upon com- 
plaint made by the mayor and council of any city or the trustees of any 
township through which any part of a railroad may run, a modification of 
any freight rates deemed by them unreasonable or extortionate, and they 
have the power to decide what is a reasonable charge and rate, which 
decision establishes prima facie the reasonableness of such rate or charge. 

The Commissioners have the power to examine the books, papers, and 
documents of any railroad company, and examine, under oath or other- 
wise, any of the officers, directors, or employes of the same; to isstie sub- 
poenas, administer oaths, and punish for contempt of their orders and 
process. 

All railroad companies are required to make annual reports to the board 
in such forms as the latter shall prescribe, and the boar4 reports annually 
to the governor. 

KENTUCKY. 

This State has a Board of three Commissioners. To these Commis- 
sioners each railroad company is required to furnish yearly a statement of 
its affairs. The Commissioners in turn make an annual report to the gov- 
ernor, containing such facts as will disclose the practical workings of the 
system of railroad transportation in the State, and such suggestions in rela- 
tion thereto as to them may seem appropriate. 

The Commissioners are required to examine into the condition and man- 
agement of railroads in this State so far as the same affect the relations of 
the railroads to the public; also to inquire whether fhey comply with the 
laws of the State, and to prosecute or cause to be prosecuted persons or 
corporations guilty of such violation. It is the duty of the commission to 
hear and determine complaints of extortion or discrimination in rates by 
any railroad corporation, rendering such corporation liable to certain penal- 
ties therein provided. 
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MAINE. 

The law provides for three Commissioners, whose duty it is to make 
annual examinations of railroad tracks, rolling stock, bridges, etc., of all rail- 
roads within the State, and to give a certificate of t^^e condition of the road 
to the clerk of each company, which certificate is by him filed in the office 
of the Secretary of State before the first day o( December. 

They have the power to order, in writing, any railroad company to 
repair its road, and to reduce the speed of its trains until such repairs are 
made^ and to prosecute any company failing to make them. 

They also possess the power, upon complaint of any interested and 
responsible party that a railroad charges unreasonably high rates, after due 
notice and hearing, to revise and establish rates for a time not exceeding 
one year. 

Also, in case of the failure of the managers of connecting lines to agree 
upon joint rates of transportation, the Commissioners may establish them. 

The Commissioners may from time to time call upon the managers for 
such information as they may require, and the board make an annual report 
to the governor of their official doings, with such facts as they may deem 
of public interest. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

I 

Has three Commissioners. They have general supervision over all railroads 
and street railways in the State, which they are required to examine as 
often as necessary to keep themselves informed as to their condition and 
the manner in which they are operated with reference to the public safety 
and convenience. They are also to see that the several corporations of the 
Slate comply with the terms of their charters and the laws of the Common- 
wealth, and in case of the violation of either to give notice to the corpora- 
tion in fault, and if such neglect or violation continues after such notice, to 
report the same to the attorney-general for such action as he may deem 
expedient. 

It is made the duty of the board, whenever it deems that repairs are 
necessary on any railroad, or that an addition to its rolling stock, or an 
addition to or change of its stations or station houses, or a change in its 
rates of fares for transporting freight or passengers, or in the mode of oper- 
ating its road and conducting its business, is reasonable and expedient in 
order to promote the security, convenience, and accommodation of the 
pu,blic, to inform the corporation of the improvements and changes it con- 
siders to be proper. The official action of the board in respect to examin- 
ing the condition and operation of any railroad may be invoked with like 
effect by the mayor and alderman of a city or selectmen of a town, upon 
complaint to the board. The board has the power to summon witnesses, 
take testimony, and administer oaths; also, to examine the books and ac- 
counts of all corporations operating railroads, and see that the same are 
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kept upon a uniform system prescribed by the board. They may also be 
required by a director, or of any person owning one-fiftieth part of the 
paid-in capital stock of a railroad or street railway company, upon request 
in writing, to examine the books and financial condition of such corpor- 
ation, and make the result of such examination public. 

The board may also fix the route of a railroad in a city or town, when the 
city or town authorities can not agree with the directors concerning it. No 
railroad can be open for public use until the board has examined it and cer- 
tified to its safe condition. 

The board makes an annual report of its doings to the Legislature, in- 
cluding such facts and explanations as will disclose the actual workings of 
the system of railroad transportation in the State. They prescribe the forms 
of annual returns to be made by the railroad companies, and to include sta- 
tistics prepared from them in their report. 

MICHIGAN. 

The law provides for one Commissioner. It is his duty to examine into 
the condition and management of railroads and their business within the 
State ; to inspect the tracks, bridges, and other structures, and to require the 
same to be repaired whenever deemed necessary, and to this end he may 
wholly stop the running of trains over defective tracks and bridges. 

Each railroad company is required to furnish him with a sworn statement 
of the condition of its affairs at the close of each calendar year, and such 
other information as he may demand. He calls upon them for monthly state- 
ments of. their earnings, and prescribes a uniform system of accounts for 
use by all railroad companies doing business in the State. 

The amount of tax due annually from each company is computed by him, 
and the amount certified to the auditor-general. 

He prosecutes companies violating the laws of the State, and makes an 
official report annually to the Legislature. 

MINNESOTA 

Has one Commissioner, whose duty it is to examine into any neglect or vio- 
lation of the laws of the State by railroad companies doing business therein. 
Also, to examine and inspect the condition of each road, and the manner of 
its conduct and management with reference to the public safety and interest. 
Unjust discrimination and extortionate charges are declared unlawful. 
The Commissioner has the power to examine any books, papers, or docu- 
ments of any railroad corporation, or to interrogate any of its officers ; to 
issue subpoenas, administer oaths, and examine witnesses. Railroad compa- 
nies are required to make annual returns to him in such form as he may 
prescribe, and the Commissioner makes his annual report to the governor, 
containing such facts and explanations as will disclose the actual workings 
of the system of railroad transportation in the State, and its relation to the 
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general business and prosperity of its citizens, together with such suggestions 
and recommendations in respect thereto as may seem appropriate, 

MISSOURI 

Has three Commissioners, to whom the railroad companies doing business in 
the State transmit their annual reports. The Commissioners may classify 
certain freight, and whenever in their judgment it can be equitably done 
may reduce rates on any railroad or part thereof, either generally or in spe- 
cial classes. It is their duty to examine the condition of the several rail- 
roads of the State as often* as they may deem it necessary, and whenever 
they have reasonable grounds to believe, whether complaint be made or not, 
that any of the tracks, bridges, or other structures of any railroads in the 
State are in a condition which render any of them dangerous or unfit for the 
transportation of passengers over them with reasonable safety, to examine 
the same, and order necessary repairs to be made thereon, and to direct the 
speed of trains until the repairs are made. The Commissioners may wholly 
stop the running of trains over defective tracks, bridges, etc., until they are 
put into proper repair, and heavy penalties are incurred for disobeying the 
orders of the Commissioners. 

The decision of the Commissioners in respect to rates is binding on the 
railroad companies, and penalties are imposed for charging higher rates. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Three Commissioners exist in this State, who have general supervision 
over all. railroads, examine them, and keep informed as to their condition 
and management, and see that the companies conform to the terms of their 
charters and the laws of the State, either reporting violations to the attorney- 
general, or instituting corrective proceedings themselves as they deem most 
appropriate. 

The Commissioners have power to prescribe a uniform system of accounts 
for the different railroads, and also the forms in which annual returns are to 
be made to them. 

Also, to establish maximum tables of transportation charges, both pas- 
senger and freight. They may also require any railroad company to make 
repairs to its road, additions to its rolling stock, changes in its rates, or mode 
of operating its road and conducting its business, whenever the same is nec- 
essary to promote the public security and convenience. 

NEW YORK 

Has three Commissioners. They have the power to administer oaths in all 
matters relating to their duties. They are given the general supervision of 
railroads so far as the same respects their duties and functions, and it is their 
duty to examine them and keep informed as to their condition and man- 
ner of operation, with reference to the public security and convenience. 
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They are also to see that the several corporations comply with their charters 
and the laws of the State ; to investigate the causes of accidents which result 
in the loss of life or other personal injury. 

Whenever, in the judgment of the Railroad Commissioners, any railroad 
company is in fault either in violating any provision of law, or the terms of 
its charter, or unjustly discriminates in its charges for services, or refuses to 
obey any of the laws of the State, or comply with the recommendations of 
the board of Railroad Commissioners, notice in writing is given by the board 
to the company in fault of the subject-matter of complaint, and if such 
violation or neglect is continued after such notice, the board may at once 
present the fact to the attorney-general for his action, or may take such 
proceedings thereon themselves as will afford protection to public interests. 

Whenever it shall appear to the said board, after a personal examina- 
tion of the same, and notice of such examination given to the company 
interested, that repairs are necessary upon any railroad within the State, 
or additions are needed to the rolling stock, or any additions to or change 
in the station houses of any company, or that additional terminal facilities 
ought to be afforded, or that any change in the rates for transporting pas- 
sengers or freight, or any change in the mode of operating its road and 
conducting its business is necessary in order to promote the public security 
and accommodation, the board in like manner give notice to the corpora- 
tion concerned of the improvements, repairs, or changes desired, and if, 
after a full hearing, such corporation neglects to comply with the orders or 
recommendations of the board, the facts of such non-compliance are laid 
befor the attorney-general for his action, and also embodied in the annual 
report of the board to the Legislature. 

The Commissioners prescribe the forms in which the railroad companies 
make their returns to them, and the board report annually to the Legisla- 
ture their doings, with such facts, statements, and explanations as will serve 
to throw light upon the question of railroad transportation, and its relations 
to the business and prosperity of the State. 

OHIO 

Has a Commissioner of Railroads and Telegraph, who is invested with 
general supervisory powers over the same. It is his duty to examine them 
as often as may be necessary to keep informed of their condition. When- 
ever he has reasonable grounds to believe, either on complaint or other- 
wise, that any of the tracks, bridges, or other structures of any railroad in 
the State are in a condition rendering them dangerous or unfit for use in 
the transportation of passengers, it is his duty to inspect the same, and if 
found unsafe, to notify the company affected to make such repairs as are 
deemed necessary, and may prescribe the speed of trains or cause them to 
stop running altogether over the defective track or bridge until it is 
repaired. 

3 
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He has the power to issue subpoenas, administer oaths, and examine 
witnesses, and to call upon all railroad companies operating a railroad in 
the State to furnish him with copies of all leases, contracts, and agreements 
with express, sleeping-car, freight, or .rolling-stock companies, or other 
companies doing business upon, or in connection with, such road. It is his 
duty to examine into the causes of all fatal railroad accidents, and to 
report annually to the governor the affairs and condition of all railroads 
and telegraph lines in the State. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Has one Railroad Commissioner of very limited powers. The law pro- 
vides that he shall be informed of any railroad accident occurring,- and 
shall then examine into the cause of the same. He shall, whenever he 
shall deem it expedient, personally examine into the proceedings of any 
railroad corporation established in the State, and report to the General 
Assembly from time to time whether such facilities and accommodations as 
are required by law are furnished, and all other acts and doings of such 
corporations by which the rights of the State or any of its citizens are 
affected. 

Said Commissioner may, on application of the authorities of any town, 
and after due hearing, require a company to alter the grade of a highway 
crossing its road, so that said highway shall pass over or under said railroad. 

The companies report to the Commissioner such facts as he may require, 
and the latter reports annually to the General Assembly. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The law provides for three Commissioners, who are intrusted with the 
general supervision of railroads in the State, operated by steam, and whose 
duty it is to examine the same, and keep informed of their condition, and 
the manner in which they are operated with reference to the public safety 
and accommodation, and may order sucih repairs to tracks, bridges, etc., as 
they may deem the public safety and interest require. They may estab- 
lish reasonable rates for transportation of freight upon railroads. All pool- 
ing contracts must be submitted to them for inspection and approval. 
They have power to examine books, papers, and documents belonging to 
any railroad company, and to issue subpoenas for the attendance of wit- 
nesses. All railroad companies report to them, and they to the Legislature. 

TENNESSEE. 

The board of Railroad Commissioners in this State is composed of three 
members. 

They have power to examine and revise tariffs, and to hear and investi- 
gate complaints and to take such action thereon as may be necessary to 
correct abuses. 

The rates fixed by the Commissioners are made prima facie evidence of 
their reasonableness, and rates found by a jury to be extortionate subject 
the railroad company to ten times the amount of the actual damages sus 
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tainedy unless the rates so adjudged extortionate have been approved by the 
Commissioners, in which case actual damages only are recoverable. 

(This last provision of the law has since been declared invalid by the 
Circuit Court of the United States for Tennessee. Among other elements 
of viciousness contained in the provision was the one that gave to every 
jury in every county through which a railroad should run the power to make 
a tariff for the road — an ingenious device for breaking down all tariffs.) 

The law requires the Commission to inspect railroads, to ascertain their 
condition and mode of operation, to investigate all accidents occurring on 
them, and require such repairs to be made as may be necessary to promote 
the public. security, and such changes in the mode of operation as the public 
accommodation demands. The Commission is invested with the right to 
examine stock books of railroad companies, and with power to confer with 
Commissioners of other States, with a view to securing uniformity of laws 
relating to railroads. 

(The provision stated in the last paragraph has also been declared un- 
constitutional by the United States Circuit Court for Tennessee, on the 
ground that it sought to confer upon the State Board power to regulate rates 
upon interstate commerce.) 

All railroads in process of building, or which should thereafter be con- 
structed in the State, are exempted by law from the operation of the act un- 
til ten years after the completion of such new railroad. The Commission 
report annually to the Legislature. 

VERMONT 

Has one Commissioner of railroads, whose duty it is to report biennially to 
the governor any neglect or infringement of the laws for the regulation of 
railroads by officers, employes, or agents of such roads, the condition of 
each railroad, and its management and operation as they respect the public 
safety ; the financial management of the roads and pecuniary condition of 
each company for each of the two preceding years; and also any additional 
laws which, in his opinion, should be adopted for the regulation of railroads. 
The Commissioner may establish a uniform system of keeping railroad 
accounts, and also the forms in which companies operating in the State make 
returns to him. 

VIRGINIA 

Has one Commissioner, who has general supervision of all railroads in the 
State. It is his duty to examine them as often as may be necessary to keep 
himself informed of their physical condition and the manner in which they 
are operated. Also, to see that railroad companies comply with the terms 
of their charters and the laws of the State, and report any violation of 
either to the board of public works. 

Whenever, in his judgment, repairs to road, bridges, etc., are needed, or 
additions are deemed expedient and reasonable to promote the convenience 
and accommodation of the public, it is his duty to inform the corporation 
interested of the nature of such repairs or additions ; and upon failure to 
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adopt the Commissioner's requirements he reports such failure to the au- 
thority above referred to. 

It is also his duty to examine the condition of any road whenever com- 
plaint is made by any dty, county, or town authority, and to require, if the 
cause of complaint exist, such action on the part of the railroad company 
as will remove the grievance. 

The Legislature prescribes the forms in which railroad companies make 
their annual returns to the Commissioner, and he is required to report annu- 
ally to the Legislature such statements, statistics, and facts as will disclose 
the actual workings of the system of railroad transportation in its relations 
and bearings upon the business and prosperity of the State. He is to in- 
vestigate all railroad accidents, and report the sanae in his annual report. 

WISCONSIN 

Has one Railroad Commissioner, who is given general powers of supervision 
over railroads in the State, and whose duty it is to inspect and examine the 
condition of each road in the State, and its equipment, and the manner in 
which the same are managed and operated, with reference to the safety, con- 
venience, and accommodation of the public. It is also his duty to examine 
and ascertain the pecuniary condition and financial management of such 
railroads. He is also required to inq^uire into any neglect to comply with 
any legal provision pertaining to railroads, or violation of the laws of the 
State ; and upon complaint of any citizen of the State complaining of any 
violation of a State law by a railroad corporation, specifying the acts com- 
plained of, the Commissioner is required to investigate the same, and if he 
shall find the cause of complaint to exist, he may report the fact to the at- 
torney-general for appropriate action of that officer. He is required to as- 
certain from each railroad company operating in the State, from statements 
furnished him by them, their receipts, earnings, expenses, and indebtedness, 
which are forwarded to the State Treasurer, and he is also required to report 
annually to the governor. 

The subject of transportation was before Congress last session, and 
the Senate appointed a committee on interstate commerce. After 
a full investigation of the subject they recommend the creation of a 
National Commission consisting of five members. 

It will be seen from the report that we have made the transporta- 
tion of coal a specialty. We thought it unwise to undertake too 
much and too many things at one time. When we have succeeded 
in getting cheap coal for all purposes delivered to every part of the 
State, it will be time to turn our attention to other matters. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. P. THOMPSON, 
A. R. POONE, 
J. D. YOUNG. 
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In the following pages we shall endeavor to give a concise and 
condensed statement of the condition, workings, management, and 
freight rates of the different railroads, from a personal inspection 
made by the Commission, and from the statements made to us in 
person at the several points mentioned. 

And first, as to the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western railroad : 
This road extends from Louisville to Fulton, on the Kentucky and 
Tennessee State line. We found the physical condition of the road 
good. It is doing a fair amount of business, with increasing pros- 
pects for the future. 

On the twenty-first day of April, 1885, the Commission visited 
Paducah, the commercial center of West Kentucky, a beautiful and 
growing city, and had a full and free conference with numbers of the 
business men of the city. The merchants, grocery men, tobacco and 
whisky dealers expressed entire satisfaction with the management of 
the road, and seemed to look hopefully to its future. We conferred 
especially with the following business men of the city : H. H. Hob- 
son, L. W. Emory, C. R. Hall, J, M. Buckner & Co., S. F. Murrell, 
H. L. Jones, T. F. Terrell, tobacco dealers ; Moses Bloom, Weil 
Bros., and Kahn, wholesale liquor dealers ; George O. Heart & Son, 
hardware ; Morton & McKnight, dry-goods merchants ; Bondurant & 
Co., grocers. The rates from Cincinnati and Louisville are very low; 
the rates to interior points are rather high ; for instance, the rate from 
Louisville to Paducah, two hundred and twenty-five miles, is fifteen 
cents per hundred, and from Paducah to Princeton, on the same road, 
forty miles, is twenty-six cents per hundred pounds. 

At Paducah, the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western have erected 
valuable and substantial machine shops, which we also inspected, and 
found them very complete in all their details. 

From Paducah we visited Mayfield, twenty-five miles distant. 

(39) 
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Mayfield is the county-seat of Graves county, about three thousand 
inhabitants, handsomely located, and substantially built. Situated 
in a fine tobacco-growing region, one house shipped over five thou- 
sand hogsheads ; besides, there are some fifteen or twenty re-handling 
houses. Graves county is the second tobacco-growing county in the 
State. 

Here we heard numerous complaints, both from the merchants 
and tobacconists, alleging discriminations in favor of Paducah. Thos. 
A. Slaughter, grocer and agricultural merchant ; Brand & Hunt, to- 
bacconists. We reduced their complaint to writing, and it was laid 
before the officers of the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western, and the 
rates on tobacco were so modified as to give satisfaction. 

The depot at Mayfield is wholly inadequate to the wants of the 
town, a disgrace to the road, and wholly unfit for the use to which it 
is put. The attention of the railroad officials has been called to these 
facts. 

At Princeton, the complaints were general. The Commission 
examined John G. Orr, H. M. Jones, W. P. Henry, Mr. Koltinski, 
and Mr. RatclifT, and learned that there was much dissatisfaction at 
this point. The complaints generally were excessive freight rates 
and discrimination against Princeton, a more competitive point, in 
favor of Paducah and other competitive points along the line of the 
road. 

Princeton is a thriving town of some three thousand inhabitants. 
Situated in the county of Caldwell, a rich stock, grain, and tobacco- 
growing region ; one of the most productive counties along the line of 
the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western railroad, the shipments of 
stock, grain, and tobacco from this point are quite extensive, In 
tobacco alone as much as fifteen hundred hogsheads are shipped dur- 
ing the season. The rate on tobacco to Louisville is twenty-five 
cents per hundred pounds; from Eddyville, twelve miles further over 
same road, the rate to Louisville is fifteen cents. 

The rate from Princeton to Paducah was advanced to prevent 
shippers from shipping to Paducah, and re-shipping to New York. 
Rates to Nortonville were also advanced for same reasons. Rates from 
Louisville to Princeton were formerly same as to Evansville, thirty- 
three cents per hundred. Now, the rate to Princeton is seventy cents. 
Coal oil is two dollars and eighty cents per barrel from Louisville 
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direct; by way of Eddyville, one dollar per barrel. Rates from 
Louisville to Paducah by Princeton, eighteen cents per hundred 
pounds. 

Coal merchants complain that rates on coal are exorbitant. Gen- 
eral complaint that depot and sidings are insufficient to answer the 
demands of the traveling public and shippers. 

Fulton, in Fulton county, on the State line between Kentucky and 
Tennessee, was visited. Lee S. Garrett & Co., coal dealers; J. W, 
Boyd & Co., flouring mill; Fowler & Sons, grocers ; Bolinger & Co., 
hardware merchants ; McFarland & Co. , saw-mill and lumbermen ; 
F. M. Thomas, grocer; J. A. Collins, dry-goods merchant; J. A. 
Wyatt, dry-goods merchant, and H, D. Murphey & Co., grocers, were 
interviewed on the management and freight charges generally. The 
complaint was general against the high and excessive freight charges 
of the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western railroad, but no complaint 
against the general management of the road. 

Rates on coal, from St. Bernard and McHenry mines to Paducah, 
about three and one-half cents, and from mines to Fulton, forty-seven 
miles from Paducah, seven cents per hundred pounds. Freight on wheat 
from Obion station, thirty miles, nine cents per hundred. Charges 
from same point to Louisville about same rate, nine cents. From 
Newburn to this point, only seventeen miles further, ten cents per 
hundred pounds. From Fulton to Obion, on flour, twenty-two cents 
per barrel by car load ; to Mayfield, twenty- two miles, thirty- five cents 
per barrel ; to Clinton, thirteen nriiles, thirty-five cents per barrel, so 
high, that trade in that direction is broken up on fourth-class goods. 
From St. Louis, thirty cents per hundred pounds ; from Paducah, 
forty-eight miles, twenty-two to thirty-eight cents per hundred 
pounds ; from Memphis, one hundred and ten or one hundred and 
fifteen miles, average of about thirty-eight cents per hundred pounds ; 
from New Orleans, average of about forty two cents. 

On hardware, first-class, from Louisville, seventy cents per hundred 
pounds ; second-class, fifty-five cents ; third-class, fifty cents ; fourth- 
class, thirty-seven cents per hundred pounds. 

On lumber, per car load, on the Chesapeake, Ohio & South-west- 
ern railroad to Wingo, thirteen miles, nine dollars and sixty cents ; to 
Pryorsburg, sixteen miles, twelve dollars; to Mayfield, twenty-two 
miles, fourteen dollars and forty cents ; to St. Louis, two hundred and 
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ten miles, forty dollars ; to Nashville^ one hundred and fifty-four miles, 
thirty-seven dollars. 

On heavy groceries, freight from Cincinnati, forty to forty-two 
cents ; on general groceries, bacon, etc. , sixty-five cents per hundred 
pounds. From Louisville, about the same ; from Evansville, same ; 
from Paducah, twenty-two cents ; from St. Louis, thirty-five to thirty- 
seven cents ; from Memphis, thirty-two to thirty-five cents, and from 
New Orleans, forty-five cents per hundred pounds. 

Dry goods, from St. Louis, sixty-seven cents ; from Cincinnati, 
eighty-two cents per hundred pounds. From St. Louis to Cairo, 
thirty cents ; from Cairo to Fulton, thirty-eight cents ; from Mayfield, 
thirty cents ; from Paducah, over same road, more than twice the 
distance, twenty-two to twenty-seven cents per hundred pounds. 

Provision and agricultural implements, from St. Louis, forty-two 
to eighty-four cents ; from Louisville and Cincinnati, about the same ; 
from Paducah, twenty-one to twenty-seven cents per hundred pounds. 
Same goods from New York, twenty-nine cents; from Fulton to 
Rives, 'fifteen miles, as much as to Paducah, forty-seven miles. 

Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy Railroad. — (Lexington to 

Cattlettftbnrg.) 

In June, 1885, the Commission traveled over the entire length of 
this road, examining carefully and critically the roadbed, depots, and 
the general management of the road. We find the road in good con- 
dition. Depots, way stations, find bridges new and in good condition, 
excepting the depot, at Mt. Sterling. That, to say the least, is a 
miserable excuse for a depot. There is but one very small room for 
passengers, which is so infested with filthy negroes no decent passen- 
ger, especially ladies, will enter it, preferring to stand out in the streets 
to await the arrival of trains. The attention of the company has been 
called to the importance of erecting a new depot at this point — one 
that will meet the wants of the city and traveling public, and we hope, 
the company will, themselves, see the necessity of replacing the miser- 
able, old, and worthless excuse for a depot with one that will do credit 
to the road and satisfy its patrons. The first crossing of the Mt. 
Sterling and Owingsville turnpike, near the edge of the town, should 
be so altered or changed, or a guard kept on duty, as to prevent acci- 
dents, several of which have already occurred, but so far without loss 
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of life, although the escapes have, in some instances, been miraculous. 
This road, we are happy to say, is under fine management, very few 
accidents, and but little complaint, of freight rates. 

At Lexington, the terminus of the road, no complaints were 
heard. 

At Winchester, we examined S. P. Kerr, milkman ; S. Bradley, 
dealer in coal, lime, and salt ; V. W. Bush, commission merchant ; 
Jones Bros,, and J. W. Parrish. We found very little complaint 
here. Same rates are charged from Charleston (West Virginia), 
Maysville, and Covington to Winchester, although the distances are 
different. Lime was at one time shipped from Louisville to W^in- 
chester for ten cents per one hundred pounds. The charge now is 
fourteen cents per one hundred pounds. The freight rate from Win- 
chester to Cincinnati is fifteen cents per hundred, and from Win- 
chester to Louisville twenty-two cents per one hundred pounds. Pre- 
vious to January, 1885, the rates were the same. 

The Chesapeake & Ohio system discriminates against Louisville 
in favor of Cincinnati. The Kentucky Central charges two cents 
more per hundred on grain from Covington to Winchester than to 
Lexington. 

We visited Mt. Sterling, on the line of the Chesapeake & Ohio, 
fifteen miles east of Winchester and thirty-three miles from Lexing- 
ton. 

This town, since the completion of the Chesapeake & Ohio, has 
grown both in population and wealth, not surpassed by atiy town in 
the State. As a shipping point for stock, grain, and tobacco, it holds 
a very high position. We examined most pf the business men of the 
city. 

Judge M. M. Cassiday, President of Strait Creek Coal Company, 
says: **They ship coal over the Chesapeake & Ohio, to Lexington, 
for $1. 12 per ton of two thousand pounds, or four cents per bushel ; 
to Winchester, same ; to any point on the Kentucky Central, north 
or south of Winchester, $1.70, or six and seven-tenths per bushel; 
to Lancaster, through Winchester and Richmond, $1.40 per ton. 
The foregoing rates are for summer — the -winter rates are one cent 
higher per bushel. The rates to all points on Kentucky Central 
were $1.96, and then $1.84, per ton, until recently they were put 
to jti.70. The rates to Johnston Station, on the Maysville & Lex- 
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ington Division, are ;^i.40 per ton. From Mt. Sterling the rates were 
$1.24 per ton for winter — less for summer." 

S. S. Gaitskill, produce and tobacco dealer, says: ** Rates from 
Louisville and Cincinnati are same, except bridge, toll, which makes 
Cincinnati a little higher ; fifteen cents per hundred to Louisville, di. 
vided as follows : Louisville to Lexington, six cents ; Lexington to 
Mt. Sterling, nine cents." 

Judge Cassiday says: ** The Louisville & Nashville charges three, 
cents per hundred for hauling coal on Chesapeake & Ohio cars from 
Lexington to Paris and Frankfort. The Chesapeake & Ohio makes 
liberal offers to Lexington, and if we could get rates beyond from 
the Louisville & Nashville, it would be satisfactory." 

Captain N. A. Dimmett, tobacco dealer, says the rates from Mt. 
Sterling to Louisville and Cincinnati are the same as to Baltimore. 

Trimble Bros., grocers, buy most of their goods in New York, 
via Newport News, and from Baltimore. The rates on fourth-class 
goods are twenty-four cents from Cincinnati, Baltimore, and New 
York. The rates to Catlettsburg are very satisfactory. To inter- 
mediate points steeps forty-one miles distant, sixteen to eighteen 
cents per hundred pounds. 

M. S. Tyler, President of Free Stone Company quarries in Rowan 
county: ''The Chesapeake & Ohio gives good rates. Connecting 
roads are steep on rates. Louisville & Nashville rates are high. 
V Chesapeake & Ohio charges more east than west. Rates to Lexing- ' 
ton, seventy-five cents per ton ; from Lexington to Louisville, ^^1.50 
per ton. 

Chiles, Bean %l Co., grocers: *' Have no complaints except tardi- 
ness in settlement of claims for damages." 

At Preston, in Bath county, four and one-half miles from Owings- 
ville, the county seat of Bath, and the shipping-point for that part of 
the county, Mr. J. A. J. Lee, a heavy shipper of mules and hogs, has 
addressed the Commissioners a letter complaining of heavy discrimi- 
nations against Preston in favor of Mt. Sterling, and other injustices 
done him in freight rates. His letter has been referred to the Vice- 
President of the Chesapeake & Ohio, with a request by the Commis- 
sion that he have an investigation instituted inquiring into the justice 
of Mr. Lee's complaints against the affairs of the road. 

At Olympia and Saltlick Stations, also in Bath county, no com- 
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plaints of any magnitude, or, we might say none at all, were made 
against the Chesapeake & Ohio. 

Farmers, in Rowan county, a fine business point in logs, lumber, 
staves, shingles, etc., situated on Licking river, which penetrates a 
large lumber region, giving easy and cheap transportation. At this 
point there are now in operation three large saw mills with all modem 
improvements, with capacity of cutting twenty-five thousand feet of 
lumber per twenty-four hours, at a moderate estimate. 

Allen, Russell & Co. say: *'The road recognizes no grade? or 
classes. Freight to Lexington eight cents per hundred, car-load lots, 
six cents to Winchester, eleven cents to Paris, thirteen cents to Cov- 
ington, twenty-nine cents to Albany, New York, by Old Dominion- 
line local, fourteen cents to Mt. Sterling. Coal, ;S>i.io to jli.20 per 
ton for nut and lump. Handle about thirty car-loads for mill and 
trade. Average car-load about four hundred and fifty bushels. No 
trouble about transportation ; thinks rates rather high. Other roads 
give better rates. Cincinnati Southern, for instance, and Kentucky 
Extension. On low-grade lumber we can not afford to ship it. I 
think we are entitled to lower rates, especially on our low grades. 
There is in contemplation an extension of the lumber business at this 
point. A new company will, if freights will justify, put up a new 
mill capable of cutting fifty thousand feet per day. The present ca- 
pacity of this mill is twenty-five thousand feet at a moderate estimate.'* 

Emery, Lacy & Co., lumbermen: '*Our freights to Mt. Sterling 
four and one-half cents per hundred ; to Winchester, six cents ; Lex- 
ington, seven cents. On the Kentucky Central, to Paris, eight 
cents ; four cents on the Chesapeake & Ohio, and four cents to Ken- 
tucky Central railroad. To Cincinnati, nine cents ; eleven cents to 
Millersburg. The present rate of eight cents is one-quarter of a cent 
lower on first-class lumber than the former culled rates on low grades. 
We asked the railroad company to abolish the culled rates in order to 
protect honest lumbermen against dealers who took advantage of the 
reduced rates on third-class lumber, by shipping higher grades. Shin- 
gles one cent under the reduced rates. 

*'We are satisfied,'* said the witness, ** from personal observation, 
the mode practiced by the agents at Mt. Sterling in weighing cars is mere 
guess-work. I have seen cars attempted being weighed while in mo- 
tion. Short cars not reaching across the platform would be weighed 
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with the hind or front trucks of the front or rear car on the platform 
at the same time. Often it is necessary to uncouple the cars before 
weighing in order to get the weight accurate. This mode of weigh- 
ing results in great loss to shippers, and should be corrected in some 
way. We do not blame the railroad officials, they being ignorant of 
the mode practiced by the agents. Our mill-capacity is twenty-five 
thousand feet per day.*' 

Morehead, county-town of Rowan county, eight miles from Farm- 
ers, on the Chesapeake & Ohio railroad, a good shipping point for 
lumber, staves, tanbark, shingles, etc. Dillon & Star, dealers in 
staves exclusively, ship to Liverpool, England. Ship at the rate of 
one car per day. Rate to Ashland, sixty miles, seven cents per hun- 
dred pounds ; railroad prompt in furnishing transportation. 

Alderson & Co.: *' We will handle this year one million feet of 
lumber. Rate to Mt. Sterling, five cents ; to Winchester, six cents; 
Lexington, seven cents per hundred pounds. Last year we got rates 
on low grade lumber, paid by the car-load of twenty-four thousand 
pounds to Lexington, $S. 50. On same class of lu'mber we now pay 
to Mt. Sterling from 1^13.00 to ;^i4.oo. Our best grades of lumber 
all go Edst. Rate, seven cents to Ashland over the Chesapeake & 
Ohio through ; eleven cents, if shipped over Scioto Valley railroad ; 
we are delayed in getting cars when we want them. The present 
high rates will compel lumbermen to abandon this line. Our high- 
grade lumber is three dollars in the thousand cheaper than any lum- 
ber from here to Louisville. Yet, our freights are so high we can not 
compete with same grades of lumber at Lexington, the terminus of 
the Chesapeake & Ohio railroad. From here to Boston we pay 
thirty-four cents per hundred pounds ; over the Scioto Valley railroad 
we pay twenty-one and one-half cents from Ashland, and seven cents to 
Ashland over the Chesapeake & Ohio; local rate, but eleven cents if 
you ship over any other line. Local rate from here to Paris now eight 
cents, last year we paid thirteen cents. Rates to Mt. Sterling, five 
cents ; to Winchester, six cents per hundred pounds. Last year we 
shipped one car-load, about ninety-five hundred feet, to Millersburg, 
barn lumber; we paid ;^40.20 freight.'* 

George A. Nichols, dealer in dry goods, groceries, etc. Ships 
principally from Cincinnati, Ohio; freights, twenty-seven cents per 
hundred. 
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W. A. Alderson, dealer in dry goods, groceries, etc.; deals in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Freight on meal, twenty-seven cents; on bacon, 
twenty-seven cents ; on coffee, twenty-seven cents ; on boots, shoes, 
etc., forty-seven cents, per hundred pounds. From Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, on coffee, twenty-nine cents per hundred pounds ; on boots and 
shoes, sixty-two cents per hundred pounds, by the case. Have had 
some losses, but let them go rather than have suits with railroad com- 
pany. 

Eastern Kentucky Railroad. 

Grayson, the county-town of Carter, is on the Eastern Kentucky 
railroad, twenty-three miles from Riverton and four miles from the 
Eastern Kentucky Junction of the Chesapeake & Ohio. The Eastern 
Kentucky runs but one train daily, makes but one connection with the 
Chesapeake & Ohio. The terminus of this road, at present, is at 
Willard. The coal fields at Willard, we understand, are ver}' nearly 
exhausted, and the company is trying to make arrangements to ex- 
tend this road to other more valuable coal, iron, and lumber regions, 
and, perhaps, cross the State line into Virginia, making important 
connections South. Should this project be carried out, the Eastern 
Kentucky will become one of the important roads of the State. 

Catlettsburg, on the Chesapeake & Ohio, at the mouth of the Big 
Sandy river and on the Ohio, has no grievances or complaints against 
the Chesapeake & Ohio. Having water transportation all the year is 
almost entirely independent of all railroads. 

The Chattaroi, running from Ashland to Peach Orchard, up the 
Big Sandy Valley, should be an important feeder to the Chesapeake 
& Ohio ; and, in our judgment, if allowed to transport her coal over 
the Chesapeake & Ohio, at a reasonable rate, could furnish the interior 
of the State with a very superior quality. Her coal fields are numer- 
ous and inexhaustible, and of a superior quality. As now hampered, 
the road does nothing but a local business both in freightage and pass- 
engers. 

Kentucky has within herself all the coal she needs, both for maii- 
ufacturing and domestic purposes, for ages to come. The coal on the 
Chattaroi railroad is much nearer and equally as good as the West 
Virginia coal, and there can be no good reason assigned why Ken- 
tucky should import one bushel of coal from any other State. 

It has not been many years since Kentucky depended almost en- 
tirely upon other States for her coal supply ; but, under the quicken- 
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ing influences of increased railroad facilities, we are reliably informed 
that ninety per cent, of all the coal used in the State is furnished from 
her own mines, to say nothing of vast quantities sent to other local- 
ities. 

The Chesapeake & Ohio railroad has along her line the Ashland, 
in Boyd county ; the Straight Creek and Mary mines, in Carter county, 
that supply partially the demand in Eastern Kentucky at a reasonably 
low rate. Yet a large quantity comes from West Virginia that finds a 
ready sale at advanced figures over our Kentucky coal. 

A little more enterprise and push on the part of our people in de- 
veloping the resources which nature has been so lavish in bestowing, 
and ere another decade Kentucky will have added to her already famous 
bluegrass region another great source of wealth which will place her 
in the front rank of the States of the Union. 

The Kentucky & South Atlantic, a narrow gauge, running from 
Mt. Sterling to near Frenchburg, in Menifee county, is used princi- 
pally in the coal and lumber business. Its length at present is nine- 
teen and one-half miles. 

The Cincinnati& South-eastern, a narrow gauge, seventeen miles in 
length, running from Ewing Station on the Lexington & Maysville 
branch of the Kentucky Central to Hillsborough, via Flemingsburg, 
does nothing but a local business, the entire length of the road being 
in Fleming county. , 

Kentucky Central Railroad (Maysville Division)* 

The Commissioners visited Maysville and examined Dr. Phister, 
Wm. Cochran. J. H. Hall, Sr., E. W. Fitzgerald, R. R. Frost, and 
others, and found there was no complaint about the management of 
the road in winter season, and very little in summer, except that the 
passenger cars are inferior, and ladies are compelled to ride in smok- 
ing cars. They complained that the railroad property in Maysville 
had not been fully assessed. Their statements as to the amount and 
value of railroad property were sworn to and reduced to writing, and 
used by the Commissioners in their assessment. 

We visited Carlisle, the county town of Nicholas county, on the 
line of the Maysville branch of the Kentucky Central, an important 
shipping point, a thriving and business town, substantially built, a 
wealthy and energetic farming community surrounding it, adding wealth 
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to the whole. We found here several leaf tobacco dealers, wholesale 
grocers, dealers in farming implements, and all branches of trade well 
represented. We examined most of the business men, and subjoin 
their statements. 

Ratcliff, Howe & Co., grocers, no complaints. Freights on fourth- 
class goods, nineteen cents, from Cincinnati, O.; on first-class goods, 
thirty-two cents per hundred pounds. 

Fry & Harris, grocers, no special complaint. Agent sometimes 
fails to deliver goods in time. Freights from Lexington, fifteen cents; 
Cincinnati, nineteen cents, on fourth-class ; first-class, thirty-two cents 
per hundred from Cincinnati, O. 

Howard, Dinsmore & Adair, furniture dealers, "No complaint in 
any respect." 

Darnell & Coliver, coal dealers: Freight, $1.70 per ton of two 
thousand pounds on Straight Creek, Ashland, and Mary coal. ^^2.70 
per ton of two thousand pounds on West Virginia coal. **Our cus- 
tomers pay us sixteen cents per bushel for West Virginia, and fourteen 
cents for Kentucky, seventy-two pounds to bushel. We paid on salt 
last year, from Komahawa, sixteen cents per one hundred pounds. 
No complaint. All losses promptly adjusted. We pay ;^ i . 20 per ton 
on coal from Maysville, thirty-three miles, but have to pay so dear for 
it to the dealers, it is cheaper to ship from West Virginia or Straight 
Creek, taking quality into consideration. *^ 

Mann & Robertson, tobacco dealers : * * We ship about two hun- 
dred and seventy- five hogsheads per year. We pay nineteen cents per 
hundred pounds by the car-load, ten hogsheads to the car ; less than a 
car-load, twenty-five cents per hundred pounds, to Cincinnati, deliv- 
ered in the warehouse. To Baltimore, thirty-seven and one-half cents 
per hundred by the car-load ; forty cents per hundred by single hogs^ 
head. We suppose freights not too high — a few years ago we got 
rebates — get none now.*' 

Burroughs & Robertson, grocers : * ' Freight on fourth-class goods 
from Cincinnati, nineteen cents per hundred pounds. From New 
York, thirty -six cents. On salt from Maysville, twenty-four cents per 
barrel by the car-load ; by single barrel, fifteen cents per hundred 
pounds. Losses on goods cost more trouble and time to get adjusted 
than the losses are usually worth.'' 

W. O. Sanders & Son, hardware merchants: **We pay on 

4 
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Straw-cutters from Cincinnati, O., thirty-two cents per hundred 
pounds." 

F. A. Webster, hardware merchant: '*We pay nineteen cents 
per hundred on fourth-class goods ; nails and castings, thirty-two cents ; 
on woodenware, twenty-seven cents ; powder, sixty cents per hun- 
dred pounds. No trouble with railroad company. They seem to be 
diligent in searching for lost goods, and generally find them." 

Brown, Banta & Co., tobacco dealers: "Freight nineteen cents 

per hundred pounds by car-loads of ten hogsheads or over; never 

ship less than car-load ; ship to Cincinnati, O. Fifteen cents per 

hundred pounds to Lexington, Ky. Will ship about two hundred 

and seventy-five hogshead this year. No rebates. We pay higher 

freight charges from this point than is charged from Maysville, or any 

point between here and Maysville on tobacco. No trouble in getting 

cars." 

Paris, Kentucky. 

The Commission visited Paris, Ky., on the Kentucky Central rail- 
road, June 4, 1885. After due notice to shippers and business men of 
the city that we were ready to hear any and all complaints against the 
management of the Kentucky Central, the following named gentle- 
men, representing the different business interests of the city, ap- 
peared before the Commission: E. T. Spears, R. J. Neely, R. B. 
Hutchcraft, O.A. Gilmer, tienry Spears, McClintock, C. Davis, W. 
W. Gill, Chambers, Mitchell & Co., Nathan Bayless, C. F. Did- 
lake, Wm. Shaw, and I. L. Davis. The general complaint, in which 
all concurred, was the heavy discrimination in freights and great in- 
justice resulting from said discrimination against Paris in favor of 
more unimportant points, and especially in favor of Lexington. It was 
alleged and proven by these gentlemen, that goods, produce, etc., 
shipped direct to Paris from Covington or Cincinnati, Ohio, were 
charged a much higher rate than goods, produce, etc. , of like char- 
acter shipped to Lexington, although the goods shipped to Lexing- 
ton had to pass through Paris. Coal is carried to Lexington and 
Winchester through Paris at $2.25 per ton, and to Paris, from same 
point, Paris merchants are charged $2.75 per ton. Paris is charged 
two cents per bushel more for oats than Lexington — through Paris. 

When complaint was made to the railroad officials of the injustice 
of the heavy discriminations against Paris, the witnesses say the 
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response of the officials was : * * The Kentucky Central had Paris, 
but Lexington had the Kentucky Central." R. J. Neely says Paris 
ships from Cincinnati by Louisville & Nashville, to Paris, one hundred 
and sixty-eight miles, for less than Kentucky Central charges for 
eighty miles. 

Freight is carried from Maysville to Covington, through Paris, by 
Kentucky Central for less than they ship same class of freight from 
Paris to Covington — fifty miles nearer. 

General complaint that discriminations against Paris are injuring the 
town and driving off the best business men. Many farmers living 
near Paris are hauling their coal in wagons from Lexington, eighteen 
miles, because they get it cheaper than dealers in Paris can afford to 
sell. Coal in Lexington sells at eleven cents, same coal in Paris 
fourteen cents per bushel, and the Lexington dealers make more 
profit. Wagons are shipped from Cincinnati to Lexington, through 
Paris, and hauled back to Paris on turnpike roads cheaper than can 
be shipped to Paris direct. 

R. B. Hutchcraft has been a grain dealer in Paris for eleven years. 
The chief complaint is the want oftransportation for wheat. He has 
had to let wheat lie in fields and on railroad- platforms around the depot, 
protecting it the best he could, hiring hands to keep hogs off, exposed 
to the weather for weeks for want of transportation, empty cars pass- 
ing daily, going to competitive points, and Paris left to the last, and 
frequently sustaining a loss of from ten to fifteen cents per bushel 
damage by exposure ,and delay. Some farmers have as much as five 
thousand to nine thousand bushels. Agents tell shippers that they 
are bound to wait ; they can not help themselves. This has been the 
case for many years. 

Those complaints were, in due form, laid before the General Man- 
ager of the Kentucky Central, at Covington, Kentucky, by the Com- 
missioners calling his attention directly to all the*facts developed in 
our investigation on the line of the Kentucky Central. It is due to 
say, the General Manager, Mr. Brown, met the Commission in a spirit 
of fairness and frankness, and agreed to visit Paris in person, consult 
the business men of the place with a view of bringing about a better 
understanding, and more satisfactory freight rates. We learn, how- 
ever, no such visit was ever made. Mr. Brown /urther stated that 
the reason of the inequality of rates, as between Lexington and Paris, 
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from Covington and Cincinnati, was on account of the cutting of 
rates between the Kentucky Central, Louisville & Nashville, and Cin- 
cinnati Southern, all of whom hauled to Lexington from those points, 
and that on this account the rates to Lexington were too low. But 
that he had, or was then, arranging a schedule of rates from Coving- 
ton and Cincinnati to Lexington, which would advance the rates to 
Lexington, which he would submit to the Louisville & Nashville and 
Cincinnati Southern which, if agreed to, would enable him to give 
Paris as good rates as Lexington, and he had hopes that his proposi- 
tion would be agreed to. 

The Commission visited Cynthiana in June, 1885. We met the 
principal business men of the town and learned from Ashbrook Bros, 
that railroad rates are high to and from this place, but no delay in 
transportation. Rates on grain from this place to Covington, sixty- 
five miles, are ten cents per bushel. They pay as much freight to Co v- 
ington as they pay from Covington to New York. Rates on coal are 
very high, ;S>i.70 per ton from Mt. Sterling. The rate from Coving- 
ton was formerly five cents per bushel ; it has been advanced to eight 
cents per bushel under the present management. The Chesapeake & 
Ohio owns -^^j^ of the stock of the Kentucky Central, and compels 
the shipment of coal from the mines on the Chesapeake & Ohio, over 
the Kentucky Central, to Cynthiana. Judge Cassiday, of Mt. Sterling, 
furnishes coal at twelve and one-half cents per bushel. A car-load of 
coal, from Covington to Cynthiana, costs ;^40.(X) freight. 

J. W. McGibbon confirms the foregoing, and says a depot is much 
needed on the Kentucky Central, at Lair's Station, three and one- 
half miles south of Cynthiana. Dr. T. H. Hood says rates from 
Cincinnati to Covington, sixty-five miles, are about the same as from 
Chicago to Cincinnati. L. M. Peck, grocer, paid on corn thirty-two 
cents per hundred weight, on wheat to Newport News and to Cin- 
cinnati, ten cents per hundred weight. Lime, from Cincinnati, fifteen 
cents per hundred weight ; sugar, nineteen cents ; cofifee, nineteen 
cents. From New York, via Chesapeake & Ohio, forty cents per hun- 
dred. Get goods on Cincinnati Southern road, same distance, at less 
rate. Goods carried to Lexington much cheaper than to this place. 
Flour, from Frankfort, fifty to fifty-five cents per barrel. 

Maffitt Bros., coal dealers: Rates per ton from West Virginia, 
December 2, 1884, ;g2.8o for coal. Hill, West Virginia, May i, 1885, 
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from same place, 1^2.50 per ton; June 12, 1885, $2.^o per ton ; Cov- 
ington, $\.6o per ton. From Carter county, Kentucky, $\,^o per 
ton. Complain that the Kentucky Central overrates mining weights 
largely, and will not refund. We are large dealers. 

Frisbie & Lake, tobacco dealers : Freight to Cincinnati, nineteen 
cents per hundred.. About the same to Louisville. Rate to Balti- 
more, thirty-seven cents. From Cincinnati to Baltimore or Rich- 
mond, Virginia, eighteen cents per hundred pounds. Rate to Cov- 
ington, fifteen cents ; four cents bridge-toH. 

Bichmond, Kentucky. 

The Commission visited Richmond, Kentucky, and examined John 
G. Taylor, John Farley, merchants ; M. Barlow, miller and coal mer- 
chant, and the office of the Richmond Coal and Lumber Company. 

They complain that the Kentucky Central railroad would not settle 
for damages ; that the railroad discriminates against Richmond in 
favor of Lexington, by charging ;^ 11.50 more per car-load for haul- 
ing coal from same mines to Richmond than to Lexington same dis- 
tance. This overcharge is made by the Elizabeth town, Lexington & 
Big Sandy and Kentucky Central jointly. Lexington people get 
wheat hauled from Cincinnati for five cents per bushel, while Rich- 
mond pays nine cents, with very little difference in distance. 

The railroad company declines to enter into contract to haul for the 
same rates for a certain period so as to enable capitalists to establish 
manufactories. The freight on coal advances with the price of coaL 
Railroads get the full benefit of the advance. 

The Chesapeake & Ohio and Kentucky Central bring coal from 
West Virginia coal mines for ten cents per bushel and from Strait 
Creek Carter County mines for six and one-half cents per bushel. 

The Louisville & Nashville charges three cents per bushel for haul- 
ing coal to Kentucky Central Junction, and the Kentucky Central 
charge five and one-half cents for hauling to Richmond — the Ken- 
tucky Central charging about twice as much for same distance. The 
Louisville & Nashville refuses to furnish cars to Kentucky Central be- 
cause they are not returned promptly. 

The Kentucky Central discriminates against Richmond in favor of 
Lancaster. Under the Louisville & Nashville management the charge 
per hundred from Richmond to Stanford was six cents ; under the 
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Kentucky Central management the charge has advanced to nine cents 
per bushel. C. L. Brown, Division Freight Agent, refuses to lower 
the rates on coal from Livingston, saying that, although the distance 
was short, that was the good fortune of the railroad. 

Lancaster, Kentucky. 

The Commission visited Lancaster, interviewed a number of the 
business men ; found the greatest complaint in the failure to make 
proper connections with the Louisville & Nashville. Previous to the 
transfer of this road to the management of the Kentucky Central or 
Chesapeake & Ohio system proper connections were made. 

The complaint of high rates was not so universal at this, as at 
some other points on the Kentucky Central, yet there were com- 
plaints of that character. 

Stanford. 

We visited Stanford, Kentucky, June 30, 1885. Mr. Curran, of 
Curran & Bright, wholesale and retail merchants, dealers in agricult- 
ural implements and coal, say they do most of their business at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, shipping over the Kentucky Central railroad. Mr. 
Charles L. Brown, General Freight Manager of the Kentucky Central, 
is very accommodating. 

The rates on Louisville & Nashville and Kentucky Central are the 
same except we have to pay drayage from Louisville & Nashville de- 
pot; the Kentucky Central transfers free of charge and delivers in 
our house. The great complaint is the high freight on coal — ;Jli.30 
per ton for fifty-one miles — which is over two and one-half cents per 
ton per mile. The rates on buggies are double first-class, and they 
are required to be boxed and crated. If the road would charge us 
the same rates for the short haul of fifty-one miles that they charge for 
the long haul to Louisville of one hundred and fifty miles, we would be 
satisfied. 

George Weaver says same as above, and that about two. hundred 
and fifty car-loads of coal are received here per year. The Kentucky 
Central is very accommodating, never refusing a request ; the Louis- 
ville & Nashville, on- the contrary, never granting one. 

London, 

On the Knoxville branch of the Louisville & Nashville, was visited 
by the Commission June 29, 1885. We found here but little complaint. 
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the principal complaint, however, was that Williamsburg, south of 
London, got better rates than London, which enabled the Williams- 
burg merchants to undersell the London merchants. Rates to Louis- 
ville and Cincinnati about the same. 

On June 30th we visited Pittsburg, Kentucky, the headquarters 
of the Laurel County Coal Association. Captain W. A. Pugh, Sec- 
retary of the association, says the ,coal-mining company has formed 
an association. 

The Louisville & Nashville railroad gives good, liberal rates through 
the summer months. The railroad company takes a large amount of 
coal during the summer months and stores it in their bins for winter 
use. This enables them to furnish the whole of their transportation 
to the trade in winter. * * We used to furnish two and three car-loads 
per day to Louisville ; last winter, under President Smith's manage- 
ment, we furnished ten to twelve loads per day. We can not send 
coal to Lexington on the Cincinnati Southern railroad, because they 
charge more for the forty-seven miles from Junction City than the 
Louisville & Nashville charges for sixty miles to Junction City. The 
Louisville & Nashville haul coal to Louisville and thence to Lexing- 
ton cheaper than we can send it over the Cincinnati Southern ; the 
distance via Louisville to Lexington, two hundred and forty-nine miles; 
via Junction City to Lexington, one hundred and seven miles. 

'* Every railroad fosters the mining interest on its own line. The 
people of the country, for whom the roads were built, have to pay 
the high rates consequent upon such fostering care. 

. * * The Louisville & Nashville gives us special rates, which enable us 
to sell our coal at any competitive point. We haul some coal to 
Lancaster and Eminence at the same price they can get it from other 
sources. We can not ship over the Kentucky Central, because they 
have no cars, and they do not return the cars promptly that the 
Louisville & Nashville furnishes them. The Louisville & Nashville 
proposed to the Kentucky Central to furnish an equal number of 
bodies and they would give body for body — the roads having different 
gauges. 

**The summer rates to Louisville from Pittsburg, eighty cents per 
ton, is $14,60 per car of eighteen tons. We have no winter rates 
yet — these will be, and are, subject to variation. We have summer 
rates that enable us to ship to Nashville and Columbia, Tennessee. 
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The following are summer rates per ton per car-load from Pittsburg to 
the points named: To Stanford ;?i.30, Danville Junction $1.3$ * ^^ 
Danville, four miles further and on the Cincinnati Southern railroad, 
III. 12, Lebanon ;?i.55 per ton. To Elizabethtown we have special 
rates that allow us to sell as cheap as the Elizabethtown and Paducah 
mines. To get to Georgetown we have to go over the Louisville & 
Nashville by Louisville, thence to Payne's depot, thence by wagon 
to Georgetown, at same rate as Cincinnati Southern railroad hauls 
from Cumberland mines. Our business in 1882 was, ;^2,ooo.oo per 
month. It was increased gradually to $15,000.00 per month, that 
is from one hundred car-loads to twelve hundred car-loads per month. 
As the coal mines are developing, the price of coal is diminishing. 

''This coal field is producing coal cheaper than any other in the 
State. The coal is easier mined, the price ranges from three and one- 
half to four and one-half cents per bushel delivered on the cars. The 
management of the Louisville & Nashville has improved ; we used to 
be unable to get cars, we now have all the cars we want, winter and 
summer. The Louisville & Nashville are building more cars all the 
time. They are seeking to develop the mines and foster the mining 
interest along their roads. The mines at Jellico, Altamont, and Liv^ 
ingston have the same arrangement with the Louisville & Nashville 
that this association has. The mines named at above points, Jellico, 
Altamont, and Livingston, do not belong to this association." 

At Junction City on the Louisville & Nashville, November 31, 
1885, a complaint from W. S. Hilton was made to the Commission to 
the effect that the Louisville & Nashville is charging on coal for the 
capacity of the car from East Bernstadt, and not for the amount 
hauled. The coal company billed him a car of coal at four hun- 
dred bushels and the railroad made him pa)' for five hundred bushels^ 
at six and three-quarter cents per hundred pounds. The attention 
of the company was called to this complaint by the Commissioners- 
Lebanon 

Is a city of about three thousand inhabitants, and is situated within 
a few miles of the geographical ce'nter of the State. It is the county- 
seat of Marion county, and is a thriving and substantial Httle city, 
surrounded by a beautiful and productive country, and enjoys many 
educational and business facilities. The Commission visited this city 
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in August, 1885, calling before the board the principal business 
men for the purpose of inquiring into the management and workings 
of the Louisville & Nashville railroad, and to hear complaints, if any, 
against the road. 

George A. Bricken & Co., dealers in coal, grain, and agricultural 
implements, say : ' * Lebanon and vicinity consume between four and 
five hundred car-loads of coal during the year — they pay winter and 
summer rates from Jellico mines, 1^1.65 per ton; there has been a reduc- 
tion of twenty cents from Jellico and Pittsburg, Ky., within the last 
eighteen months. The old rate was, from Jellico 1^1.85 cents; from 
Pittsburg $i^7S cents per ton. Rates on corn and oats satisfactory, 
agricultural implements in car-load lots satisfactory, less than car-load 
lots excessive, forty-five cents per hundred weight, making first-class 
freight rates on plows.*' He thinks they should be classed as fourth- 
class, because there is nothing to break — says the Louisville & Nash- 
ville hauls coal from Jellico mines at seventy cents per ton to Louis- 
ville ; the Louisville & Nashville compaiiy sells the coal, allowing to the 
miners three and a half cents per bushel and divide the profits. 

John B. Carlisle, merchant, thinks that there is a delay at Cincin- 
nati and Louisville of some days. It takes about as long to get goods 
from Cincinnati and Louisville as from New York to Cincinnati. The 
rate from New York to Lebanon is eighty cents, from Cincinnati to 
Lebanon forty-five cents per hundred (we suppose this means on first- 
class goods). The rate from Cincinnati is the same as it is from Louis- 
ville to Lebanon. The depot agent at Lebanon is an improvement 
over former agents ; this is concurred in by many others. 

All the business men of Lebanon agree that the sidings at Leba- 
non are insufficient to answer the purposes intended and insist that ad- 
ditional sidings be put down. It is the general opinion of the citi- 
zens of Lebanon, if coal was ten cents per bushel there would be 
very little wood used for fuel in the county. 

There is a large merchant flouring mill owned and operated by H. 
B. Philips, with a capacity of two hundred barrels per day. He gets 
the same rates from the Louisville & Nashville as charged from Louis- 
ville South. He buys his wheat in Michigan laid down in Lebanon 
for less than he can buy wheat in Kentucky. 

G. P. Fleece & Co. , coal dealers, give it as their opinion that there 
are from four to five hundred car-loads of coal handled in Lebanon 
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during the year; the coal is shipped from the Jellico mines, and costs 
more than at Laurel county mines, but it is a better quality of coal 
and worth more. '* We charge one cent per bushel more than we sell 
the Laurel county coal for. There is, besides the coal consumed in 
Lebanon, a large quantity of wood, whereas if coal could be furnished 
as above stated, at ten cents per bushel, the consumption of wood 
would almost entirely cease,'* 

J. G. Philips, dealer in dry goods, groceries, and agricultural im- 
plements, thinks **the charges on wagons from Racine, Wisconsin, 
per car-load, are high at ^655.00 to Louisville, and an additional 
charge of ;^40.(X) from Louisville to Lebanon, the distance between the 
two latter points being only sixty-nine miles. We are charged fifty- 
six cents per barrel on salt from Louisville to Lebanon ; that we 
think high. We have a large custom trade in wagons, but local 
freights are so high our customers prefer hauling them twenty or 
twenty-five miles over the roads rather than submit to the excessive 
freight charges. We are charged very high rates on seeds. We pay 
forty-one cents per hundred on clover seed, bluegrass, and millet. 
The rates are the same from Louisville and Cincinnati." 

At Chicago, twelve miles north-west from Lebanon, they had no 
depot. The people complained to the Commissioners; the Commis- 
sioners laid their complaint before the railroad officers, who responded 
by erecting a depot. 

Elizabethtown 

The Commission visited this place on June 26-7th, and made a pret- 
ty thorough inspection of depot and sidings. We found them in very 
good condition ; sidings ample for all purposes. The rates of freight 
were a little complained of, the greatest complaint consisting in dis- 
criminations in favor of Louisville, especially on lumber. The rate 
given by Mr. Joplin, dealer in agricultural implements, etc., was : On 
fertilizers from Chicago to Elizabethtown, eighteen cents per hundred 
pounds, divided as follows : To New Albany, nine cents, two cents 
bridge toll, and seven cents from Louisville, forty-two miles. The 
rate on agricultural implements is as much from Louisville to Eliza- 
bethtown as from Chicago to Louisville, including bridge toll, al- 
though the distance from Chicago is very much greater. Mr. S. R. 
Roberson makes this statement : Rates from New York used to be 
twenty-five cents ; present rates thirty-two cents on same class of 
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goods. On first-class goods from Louisville to Elizabethtown, thirty- 
two cents, and fifty-three cents from New York to Louisville. They 
complain that the Louisville & Nashville will haul lumber to Eliza- 
bethtown at twenty-three cents, charging but seventeen cents per 
hundred to Louisville from the same point through Elizabethtown. 
Would be satisfied with Louisville rates. 

Bowling Green. 

The Commission visited Bowling Green June 25th. Our inspec- 
tion of the sidings, depot, and general management, etc., gave satis- 
faction. All appeared to be in good repair and under good manage- 
ment. 

Bowling Green is certainly a very prosperous city, well laid out, and 

enjoys the advantages of a handsome park. Here we met a number 

•of the business men, Messrs. Hamilton & Gates, Smith & West, 

Jenkins & Co., knd no complaint. All were satisfied with freight 

rates. Besides the railroad they have water transportation, and most 

of their heavy goods come by river. Coal delivered in coal-houses 

for ten cents per bushel. 

Franklin 

On the Louisville & Nashville. Well located, good population, 

and a fine business point. The business men of the place are alive 

to the interest of the town and surrounding country. The general 

sentiment of the citizens is that but one thing is wanting to add to 

the rapid growth and prosperity of the city — that is, equal competi" 

tive advantages enjoyed by other towns along the same line. 

The discriminations in freight retard her progress, cripple busi- 
ness, and drive trade from her. To show the interest the business 
men feel on this subject, we subjoin the statements made to the Com" 
mission at a meeting held at that place June 26 and 27, 1885 : 

Patterson & Knapp, general merchants, complain that, while 
freight from Louisville to Franklin is, for first-class, fifty-five cents 
for one hundred pounds, they are charged on bed-springs, which are 
third-class, as for first-class, or $1, 10 per one hundred pounds. - 

Lord & Bro., dry-goods merchants: Freight from New York to 
Nashville, forty cents per one hundred, first-class. On same goods 
from Nashville to FrankUn, forty cents (fifty-one miles) ; from New 
York to Louisville, fifty-five cents, and about same from Louisville to 
Franklin. 
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Williams & Neely, same business as Patterson & Knapp, make 
same statement. 

Moore & Newman, grocers: Freight on car-load from Louisville, 
through Franklin, to Nashville, $15, and on same from Louisville to- 
Franklin from ;^50 to $^2 — costs about as much freight from New- 
York to Louisville as from Louisville to Franklin. 

Mayes & Hunt, household and farming implements ; buy in Louis- 
ville, Chicago, Cincinnati, and Nashville: On first- class from Louis- 
ville, fifty-five cents ; from Nashville, forty-two cents. Freight on 
coffee more from Louisville to Franklin than from New York ta 
Louisville. 

R. H. Moore, druggist, agrees with above statement as to first- 
class goods. Drugs from St. Louis to Louisville, fifty-five cents ; 
from Louisville to Franklin, eighty-nine cents; coal oil, from Louis- 
ville to Franklin, ;J»2. 15; on five bags of coffee, from Baltimore to 
Louisville, $2.55, and from Louisville to Franklin, ;^2.oo. 

S. A. Harris & Son, coal dealers: From Pittsburg, Ky. , to 
Franklin, Si. 95 per ton of twenty hundred pounds. From Jellico 
mines, ;^2.oo per ton; from Louisville, $1.60; from Central City, 
i^i.oo; from Bevier, ;?i.30; St. Bernard, ;J>i.6o; from Bowling 
Green, ninety cents per ton. Are required to pay for full capac- 
ity of car, whether full or not. There is consumed at this place; 
from two hundred and fifty to three hundred car-loads per year. 

H. G. Booker makes same statement. 

Knapp & Dickey, lumber and grain dealers: Freight per car-^ 
load from Nashville to Franklin, from ;J>20 to $2$, Same from Nash- 
ville to Louisville. About half as much from Gallatin — twenty 
miles — from ;J>I2 to JI18. On ax-handle timber, a distance of seven 
and twelve miles, 1^9.60 per car-load, and on same wood to Bowling 
Green, where we send it to be dressed, the road charges us ;J>i2 to 
$1^ per car-load. On grain they charge us to Nashville $16 per 
one hundred pounds. Same grain can be shipped back through 
Franklin to Louisville for about one-half the above rates ; sometimes 
we can not get sufficient and prompt transportation. 

John Walch & Co., woolen millers, agree with others as to rates. 
On wool from Nashville to Franklin, forty cents per one hundred 
pounds. On same to Bowling Green from Nashville, twenty-five 
cents. 
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. Laurie. Brothers, dry goods: On show-cases, $1.65 per one hun- 
dred pounds, equal to three first-class rates. Complain that their 
goods are not properly classified. 

McMillen & Dishman, undertakers, paid on hearse from Cin. 
cinnati ;?40; got rebate of $16. 

T. M. Needer, live-stock: Freight, per car-load to Louisville. $35 
for hogs (single-deck); cattle, $^0. To Nashville, for mules, ;^20. 
From Nashville to Louisville, for hogs (double-deck), $2^, 

Bryant & Bro., tobacco dealers: Can not get car rates, but re- 
quired to pay by the one hundre'd pounds. From Franklin to Louis- 
ville, thirty cents per one hundred ; to Nashville, twenty-one cents 
per one hundred ; to Clarksville, twenty-eight cents. It is seventy 
miles to Clarksville and one hundred and thirty-four to Louisville. 
There is shipped from this place about two thousand five hundred 
hogsheads a year. Wheat is carried from Louisville to Nashville, one 
hundred and eighty-five miles, for ten cents per one hundred pounds. 
On same goods we have to pay eighteen cents per one hundred 
pounds from Franklin to Nashville, a distance of only fifty-one miles. 
About two hundred car-loads shipped from here per year. 

J. M. Conner & Co., millers : Ship six hundred or seven hundred 
barrels of flour per year, and about fifty car-loads of wheat. Rates on 
flour to Nashville, twenty cents per one hundred pounds ; to Louis- 
ville, twenty-five cents ; to Bowling Green (twenty miles), ten cents ; 
Russellville, twenty-two cents per hundred pounds. 

The points above mentioned, viz : Elizabethtown, Bowling Green, 
and Franklin, are immediately on the line of the Louisville & Nash- 
ville railroad (main stem). This road we find to be in good physical 
condition. The main track, sidings, and depots in good repair. The 
equipments equal to the heavy demands made upon the road. Its 
heavy freight and passenger traffic under the present management 
places it in the front rank of the very best roads in the United States. 

Russellville. 

' The Commission visited Russellville on June 24, 1885, going over 
the Memphis branch from Mem'phis Junction. That road we also 
found to be in good condition, and well equipped. We met a num- 
ber of the business men at Russellville, and held a conference with 
them upon the question of freights. 
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Capt. J. B. Briggs, of N. Long & Co., mill men, thinks cheap roads 
and cheap wheat in the West are killing the milling interest in Ken* 
tucky. Makes no complaint against freight rates. 

Samuel Ludom, of McCutcher & Co., dry -goods merchants, com- 
plains that the classification has been abolished. Heavy articles, as 
cotton goods, have been put in first-class. 

A. C. Hodgen, of the firm of Swanson & Hodgen, grocers, com- 
plains that Russellville is discriminated against in favor of Clarksville. 

How is This? 

C. H. Ryan, of Ryan & Beall, coal and grain merchants, and deal- 
ers in agricultural implements and stone, say the rate on coal from 
Pineville, is five and one-fourth cents per bushel for two hundred and 
forty miles, or about one-half cent per ton per mile over the Louisville 
& Nashville. From Central City to Russellville, over the Owensboro 
& Nashville, four and one-half cents per bushel for forty miles ; about 
three cents per ton per mile. 

Geo. R. Beall, of the same firm, confirms above, and says the Louis- 
ville & Nashville hauls salt to Russellville for ;S>45.00 per car-load, 
and to Clarksville, a greater distance, for ;^20.oo per car-load. 

Hopkinsville gets fertilizers for $^g.OO per car-load. Russellville 
pays ^79.00. Shippers at Russellville can ship any thing via Clarks- 
ville, thence dack through Russellville to Louisville, cheaper than to 
Louisville direct. Buggies cost two and one-fourth times as much 
freight from Louisville as from Indianapolis to Louisville. Coal sells 
in Russellville for twelve and one-half cents per bushel. Corn from 
St. Louis to Russellville is nineteen cents per bushel, while the rate 
from Owensboro to Russellville is fourteen cents. Coal from Pitts- 
burg, Ky., nine and one- half cents per bushel. Freight from Bevier 
to Russellville, ;^i.i5 cents per ton. 

Henderson. 

On September 24, 1885, the Commission visited Henderson, 
an important and growing city on the Ohio river, and on the Evans- 
ville, Henderson & Nashville railroad. This city does an im- 
mense business, especially in the tobacco trade, and is rapidly taking 
position as one of the leading commercial cities of the State. It is 
the central point of trade of a rich and productive country, and its 
population thrifty and prosperous. The Henderson Bridge Company 
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has just completed a magnificent bridge across the Ohio at this point, 
which is, perhaps, not excelled by any similar structure on that river. • 
This gives a through, direct, and short line of communication between 
the West and South, which will make connections with that line very 
desirable upon the part of other roads. 

We have not sufficient information as to the cost of the bridge to 
be able to state accurately what amount has been expended on it. 
However, Henderson is happily situated, being entirely free from the 
perplexing questions that distract less favored points. 

Not one of the gentlemen examined filed a complaint against the 
railroad. The cotton mill gets coal at two cents per bushel. About 
one million bushels are consumed at Henderson per year. No coal 
by the river. Coal brought from Earlington, forty-four miles, by 
rail, at forty cents per ton, costs consumers about nine cents per 
bushel delivered in their coal-houses. 

The following gentlemen were interviewed : J. B. Miller, grocer; 
J. C. Atkinson, G. G. Ellis, and others. 

Hopkinsville. 

The Commission visited Hopkinsville in June, 1885, going over 
the Evansville, Henderson & Nashville railroad. We found the road 
in good trim and doing a thriving business, under good management, 
and well constructed. Hopkinsville is a thriving, business city, lo- 
cated in Christian, one of the most productive counties in Southern 
Kentucky. 

We here found great complaint against railroad discriminations 
and injustice to shippers. W. E. Ragsdale for, and on behalf of, ship- 
pers at Hopkinsville, says that rates for Hopkinsville are fixed by 
Gracie & Bro., of Clarksville, Tenn., a rival city, and that Hopkins- 
ville is discriminated against in favor of Clarksville. He also com- 
plains that shippers are not allowed to select their routes, and are 
barred from receiving rebates from other companies, the same being 
received by the Louisville & Nashville, and not accounted for to the 
shippers. 

Foreign buyers of tobacco are quitting Hopkinsville on account of 
the difficulties and hardships imposed by the Louisville & Nashville. 
Ragsdale is a member of the firm of Hancock, Frazier & Co., ware- 
housemen at Hopkinsville. J. W. Young, a coal dealer, complains 
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he can't get satisfactory rates from Emporia to Elkton, so as to com- 
pete with the Central City mines, although the distance is shorter. 

The Louisville & Nashville has advanced rates greatly over the 
rates under the management of the St. Louis, Evansville & Nashville 
company. The complaints are general, and great dissatisfaction per- 
vades the business community by reason of the heavy discriminations 
and injustice to the shippers at Hopkinsville. This complaint has 
long existed, as will be seen by reference to the report of the Com- 
missioners for 1 88 1, to whom complaint was made by a large number 
of the business men of that city. And while the report states that 
the evils complained of had been in part remedied upon application of 
the Commissioners, it seems that the citizens there have just cause of 

complaint still. 

Owensboro. 

On September 24, 1885, the Commission visited Owensboro, sit- 
uated on the Ohio river and on the Ohio & Nashville railroad, 

Owensboro is rapidly developing into a commercial center of no 
mean importance. Its advantages and attractions are too numerous 
for detail in this report. 

We heard no complaints here about rates. Owensboro is sur- 
rounded by coal fields in close proximity to the city, enjoying both 
the river and railroad. We found here the cheapest coal in the State, 
delivered at eight and one-half cents per bushel. We here subjoin 
the statements of the business men of the city, showing full rates 
charged : 

T. W. McAtee, of Philips Bros., says he has no complaint. ** Rail- 
road and river both treat merchants well. Our business amounts to 
;?200,o<X) per year.'* 

R. R. Hathaway, of the firm of Hathaway & Co., says there are 
about one million bushels coal consumed in Owensboro per year. 
Coal retails at eight and one-half cents per bushel in the fall ; in 
winter, about ten cents. Most of the coal comes from Central City, 
Muhlenberg county, over the Owensboro & Nashville railroad. 

There are mines much nearer. Coal is mined and put on the cars 
at about four cents per bushel. Dealers realize a profit of one cent 
per bushel; in summer about one-half cent. The distance to Cen- 
tral City is thirty-six miles. We pay sixty-two and one-half cents 
per ton on railroad from the mines. Owensboro gets no coal by the 
river. The Kentucky coal undersells the river coal. 
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A. C. Tompkins, of the firm of A, C. Tompkins & Co., foreign 
dealers in tobacco, ship by rail to New York for London. No trouble 
about rates. We are allowed to select our own routes East. We 
could ship by river or rail from Evansville, but we ship over the 
Owensboro & Nashville and by the Louisville & Nashville to Louis- 
ville. We handle about five hundred hogsheads per year. 

J. A. Fuqua, of the firm of Fuqua & Smith, tobacco dealers, 
foreign and domestic, ship by rail. Have no complaint against the 
railroad. Cars promptly furnished. We ship about four hundred 
hogsheads per year from Owensboro. 

J. W. Bell & Co., at Livermore, handle about two hundred and 
fifty or three hundred hogsheads per year. 

The rate from Owensboro to New York, on tobacco, is thirty-four 
cents per hundred-weight. The rate to Liverpool is about fifty-two 
cents, and to London same as laid down in queen's warehouse. 
Owensboro needs more depot room. 

M. V. Monarch, distiller, says he ships a great amount of grain and 
whisky by rail. Has no complaint of freight rates. Depot facilities not 
good. We ship largely by rail and by river ; get cars easily and get 
good rates east — the farther we go the more satisfactory. 

The Cincinnati Southern. 

The Cincinnati Southern railroad runs from Cincinnati, Ohio, 
through Central Kentucky, via Georgetown, Lexington, and Danville, 
under the management and control of first-class railroad men and ex- 
perts. The passenger traffic over this road is on an average with 
other first-class roads of the State. Freightage, both local and through, 
appears to be well sustained. At Greenwood, in Pulaski county, 
there are extensive coal mines in full operation, supplying a good car- 
rying business to the road. 

Our investigations of the physical condition of this road resulted 
as follows : The track, sidings, rolling stock, and depot, are all of 
the best, from which other roads can copy without detraction. 

We take pleasure in stating that we think it one of the best roads 
in the State. 

Our first stopping off was at Greenwood, in Pulaski county, Ken- 
tucky, on July I, 1885. At this point we found the first coal on the 
line of the Cincinnati Southern railroad. The Beaver Creek Cum- 

S 
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berland River Coal Company has opened and is operating these coal 
mines six and one-quarter miles from the line of the road. The supply 
is furnished by the company over a railroad operated and owned by 
the company. The rates given the company by the Cincinnati South- 
ern railroad, furnished the Commissioners by T. M. Harder, General 
Manager of the Coal Company, are as follows : 

Summer rates to Somerset, 57 cents per ton ; winter rates to 
Somerset, (>7 cents per ton; Junction City, summer rates, |>i. 03 per 
ton; Junction City, winter rates, $1.21 per ton; Danville, summer 
rates, $\.o6 per ton; Danville, winterrates, $1.25 per ton ; Harrods- 
burg, summer rates, $1.34 per ton ; Harrodsburg, winter rates, $\.^Z 
per ton; Nicholasville, summer rates, ;^i.i3 per ton; Nichblasville, 
winter rates, ;?i.33 per ton ; Lexington, summer rates, $\.2% per ton ; 
Lexington, winter rates, II1.40 per ton ; special rates to Lexington, 
winter and summer, for all mines in this vicinity, $\.\2 per ton; 
Georgetown, summer rates, ;J>i.34per ton ; Georgetown, winterrates, 
;^i.58per ton ; Williamstown, summer rates, $\.^2 per ton ; Williams- 
town, winter rates, $1.69 p'er ton. 

The company furnishes, on an average, twenty-five car-loads per 
day. Coal is mined and loaded in the cars at four and one-quarter 
cents per bushel. No rates to Cincinnati, Ohio. The Cincinnati 
Southern railway buys most of our .coal. Beaver Creek, Flat Rock 
mines, and Happy Hollow mines are inferior. 

A.J. Totten, of Barren Creek mines, says the lessees of the Cin- 
cinnati Southern railroad own an interest in the Beaver Creek mines, 

Danville. 

The Commission visited Danville, Kentucky, on July 2, 1885. 
Danville is one of the oldest and most noted cities in the State. Old 
Center College stands, the Alma Mater of some of the brightest sons 
our State has ever produced. We met a number of the prominent 
business men of this place in conference, and the result of our inves- 
tigations is given in detail: 

Messrs. Smith & Anderson, millers, get coal over the Cincinnati 
Southern railroad from Greenwood, a distance of forty miles, at ;S>i.o6 
per ton. The rates on flour, from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Chattanooga, 
is less than from Danville to Chattanooga. Our business is confined 
almost exclusively to the local trade. We have our freight to Shelby 
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City, four and one-half miles, by wagon, cheaper than we can ship it 
by rail. We pay for hauling three cents per hundred pounds ; the 
railroad charges us six cents. The Louisville & Nashville rates on 
flour are about like the Cincinnati Southern railroad. The railroads 
are accommodating and prompt. The capacity of our mill is about 
seventy-five to eighty barrels per day. 

Danville Planing Mill Company : Have no complaint, except the 
Cincinnati Southern does not measure^ but weighs our freight, and 
shippiers are compelled to pay for the overweight which rains, snow, 
and ice increase. Complaint is made in not uncoupling cars before 
weighing, which is very frequently done. We have no delays in get- 
ting cars or delivering goods. We get our coal from Beaver Fork, 
shipped from Flat Rock. It is complained that roads do not foster 
enterprises along their lines, but discriminate against non-competitive 
points, the effect of which is to build up factories at terminal points, 
and crush out enterprises along the line of the road. Such policy 
builds up large towns at the expense, and to the detriment, of small 
towns. Our business is increasing. We will do a business of |l6o,ooo 
this year. 

W. J. Sallee, coal dealer, says there are five hundred car-loads of 
coal consumed at Danville per year. The Louisville & Nashville and 
Cincinnati Southern furnish about equal amounts. The Laurel county 
coal undersells the Barren Fork coal. Coal sells at eleven cents, usu- 
ally, but now at from eight to eight and one-half cents per bushel. 
The rate per ton per car-load from mines on Cincinnati Southern rail- 
road to Danville is $i.o6. On Louisville & Nashville, from mines, 
$\.\2, except Jellico, which is ;J>i.24per ton. Laurel county coal sells 
for three and one-half cents per *bushel at the mines, Jellico at four 
and one-half cents. Jellico coal is most popular for grate purposes. 
Dealers realize about one cent per bushel profit. 

At Nicholasville, Kentucky, 

A number of the merchants and business men were interviewed upon 
the subject of transportation, cost of coal, amount delivered, amount 
consumed, and the general management of the rai 

Mr. M. C. Smith, of Smith & Masters, complained of the Chesapeake 
& Ohio railroad charges. Thinks seventy cents per ton on coal too 
high from Lexington to Nicholasville, and charges $().\o per car-load, 
and ;?7.20 on lumber per car-load from same place. 
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Mr. J. D. Hughes, of J. D. Hughes & Co., complains that the 
railroad company charges one and one-half cent rate on any excess of 
freight over twenty-four thousand pounds, and if the capacity of the 
car is overloaded they charge double for excess. 

Mr. W. S. Steele, of W. S. Steele & Co., complains that commission 
merchants of Cincinnati, Ohio, can ship grain from Nicholasville to 
any point South cheaper than merchants at Nicholasville can ship it. 
He says Lexington has better rates South over Cincinnati Southern 
railroad that Nicholasville. The Cincinnati merchant is charged two 
cents per bushel less from Nicholasville South than the Nicholasville 
merchant. 

Nicholasville and county consume about seven hundred car-loads 
of coal per year. Rates on coal per ton by the car-load : From Flat 
Rock mines, i^i. 13 ; from Jellico mines, 1^1.70; from Pittsburg mines, 
$1,60. 

Mr. J. W. Buky, coal and grain merchant: He thinks there are 
about four hundred car-loads of coal received at Nicholasville. It 
sells at ten and one-half cents, in the market to consumers, per bushel. 
Dealers realize one and one-half cents per bushel. Freights over 
Cincinnati Southern railroad: From mines, ;?I.I3; from Pittsburg, 
Kentucky, $1.60; from Jellico, $1.70; from Glen Mary, Tennessee, 
j!i.28. The distance from mines on Louisville & Nashville and Cin 
cinnati Southern is about the same. Grain to Cincinnati, ten cents 
per bushel, ninety miles. Cars are furnished promptly. No com- 
plaint to make. The road treats shippers well. Mr. Collbran is the 
freight agent at Cincinnati for the Cincinnati Southern railroad. 

Olasgow. 

Glasgow is on the Glasgow branch, running out eleven miles to the 
main stem of the Louisville & Nashville. The Commission visited 
this point. No complaint of the management of the road. The 
Louisville & Nashville agrees to give rates on fertilizers, etc. The 
physical condition of the road is good. The depot is too small. We 
saw Mr. Jas. H. Marder, mill man, B. A. Myers, and W. J. Clark. 

Between Louisville and Lexington. 

The Louisville & Lexington branch of the Louisville & Nashville, 
connecting at Lexington with the Chesapeake & Ohio, Kentucky Cen- 
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tral,and Cincinnati Southern railroads, giving a direct and through route 
over the Chesapeake & Ohio, east, to the seaboard and all the eastern 
cities, south and north over the Cincinnati Southern and Kentucky 
Central. Besides the connections above stated, the Lexington branch 
of the Louisville & Nashville has two other important connections, 
the Short Line from Cincinnati, connecting at Lagrange ; and the Shel- 
by ville railroad, connecting at Anchorage. We have heard but few 
complaints on this line. We have traveled repeatedly over this line 
during the year, and do not hesitate to say that the physical condition 
of the entire road is good. The sidings and depots are in good con- 
dition ; the bridge over the Kentucky river at Frankfort is in good re- 
pair. The road is well equipped and well officered, showing, as a very 
large majority of the roads in Kentucky do, good control and manage- 
ment. 

The Short Line, running from Covington to Lagrange, connects 
with the Louisville & Nashville, Lexington Division, at Lagrange. 
This road is operated under the L. & N. Company, and a part of its 
system. The Commissioners inspected this track and found its phys- 
ical condition good, and its equipment complete. No complaints have 
reached the Commissioners along the line of this road. 

Gamberland & Ohio Bailroad. 

This road was intended to run from Madison, Indiana, to Nashville, 
and was to be built by county and town subscription. One of 
the counties that voted a large subscription refused to pay it, and after 
a long and tedious litigation the charter expired, leaving the road in 
an unhnished condition. The Northern obtained a new charter and 
completed the road from Shelbyville to Bloomfield, and the section 



from Lebanon, Kentucky, to Greensburg, Kentucky, obtained a char- 
ter under the name of the Southern Division of the Cumberland & 
Ohio, and completed the road between the points named, a distance 
of thirty miles. The road was leased to the Louisville & Nashville 
for twenty-five years from the year 1878. 

The Commission examined the road and found the roadbed, 
bridges, and culverts in good condition. They visited Campbellsville 
in October, 1885, and saw the following business men: Turner & 
Smith, Hoskin, Newton & Co., Chandler & Davis, Fleece & Burch, 
and D. B. Moore. The chief complaint was that the rolling stock on 
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the road was inferior. The locomotive power was not sufficient to 
haul the freight along the road, causing vexatious delays. 

Great complaint was made about the schedule upon which the 
train was run. Persons going to Louisville were compelled to wait 
six hours at Lebanon and six hours more on returning from Louis- 
ville. The highest-price coal in Kentucky was found at Campbells- 
ville at sixteen cents per bushel. Much complaint was heard about 
the delay in getting coal from the mines to Campbellsville. There 
was also complaint about classification. The merchants complained 
that goods were shipped from Cincinnati to Junction City on Cincin- 
nati Southern, a distance of one. hundred and seventeen miles, for 
forty cents per hundred, and from Junction City to Campbellsville, 
over the Louisville & Nashville, forty-six miles, ninety cents per hun- 
dred pounds. 

At Clinton, which is the county town of Hickman county, we . 
found the same complaint in regard to excessive rates, which char- 
acterizes all other intermediate towns. 

This town is situated on the Chicago, St. Louis & New Orleans 
railroad, in the midst of a rich and fertile country. An educational 
point of much prominence in South-western Kentucky, and a grow- 
ing town of some twelve or fifteen hundred inhabitants. It is nearly 
midway between Cairo, Illinois, and Fulton, Kentucky, both of 
which are competitive points, and from either direction the business 
men complain that they are made the victims of unjust discrimi- 
nation. 

These facts are gained from a personal interviey^r with Messrs. 
Gailbreath & Owens, grocers ; Ward& Williams Bros., grocers ; John 
T. Moore & Co., dry goods; Ashley & Morris, dry goods; I. D. 
Hays, city judge ; Dr. H. O. Earl, coal dealer ; and C. T. Bowns & 
Co., dry goods. 

At Arlington, on the same road, in the direction of Cairo, we 
found very little complaint of the conduct of the railroad, but seemed 
to be satisfied with its management. 

There are other important business points in the State which we 
were unable to reach, which we regret; but we hope to be able to 
visit them in the near future. 
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TABLE No. I. 

Statement of estimates of valuations of railroad property in Kentucky subject to tax 
ation for 1884, as returned to Auditor by State Board of Railroad Commissioners. 



NAME OF ROAD. 
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Total Valuation . . 


Ashland Coal & Iron Railroad 

Chattaroi Railroad 


■ 

26.06 


$20,000 00 


$ 441,200 


$174,866 


$ 616,066 


Cincinnati & South-western Railroad . 
Chicago, St. Louis & New Orleans R. R. 
Cin., New Orleans & Tex. Pacific R. R. 
Chcsapeake,Ohi6 & South-western R.R. 
Chesapeake,Ohio & South-w'n R. R. Br. 

Fastern Kentucky Railroad 

Elizabethtown, Lex. & Bi^ Sandv R. R. 
JcflFersonville, Mad. & Indianapolis R. R. 

Kentucky Central Railroad 

Ky. Central — Richmond Extension . . 
Ky. Cen. — Maysville & Lex. — Nor. Div. 
Ky. Cen. — Maysville & Lex. — Sou. Div. 
Louisville & Nashville — Bardstown Br. 
Louisville & Nashville — Cincinnati Br. 
L. & N.— Cumberland & O.— Nor. Div. 
L. & N.— Cumberland & O.— Sou. Div. 

L. & N. — Glasgow Branch 

L. & N.— Knoxville Branch 

L. & N. — Lexington Branch 

L. & N.— Lou. Harrods Cr. & Westport. 
L. & N. — Main Stem — L. to Mem. tunc. 
L. & N. — Memphis June, to State Line . 

L. & N. — Memphis Branch 

L. & N. — Henderson Division 

L. & N.— Railway Transfer 

Louisville, N. Albany & Chicago R. R . 

Mobiles Ohio Railroad 

Ohio & Mississippi Railroad 

Owensboro & Nashville Railroad . . . 
Shelby Railroad 


17- 
41.62 

197.9 

270. 

6. 

3415 

109.14 

2.88 

146.65 

3380 

49-35 
19.17 

173 

80.95 

26.72 

30.5 

10.5 

170.8 

93-93 
II. 
118.02 
21.67 
46. 
98.09 

4-13 
.062 

41. 

.056 

83-5 
18.6 

4.8 

1034 

1.52 


S,ooo 00 

15,000 00 

30,000 00 

10,000 00 

5,000 00 

3,000 00 

20,000 00 

12,000 00 

20,000 00 

12,000 00 

15,000 00 

15,000 00 

9,000 00 

20,000 00 

5,000 00 

7,000 00 

9,000 00 

15,000 00 

25,000 00 

3,000 00 

33,000 00 

20,000 00 

20,000 00 

12,000 00 

15,000 00 

2,000 00 

12,500 00 

3,000 00 

10,000 00 

9,000 00 

8,000 00 

5,000 00 

65,789 47 


85,000 

624,300 

5,937,000 

2,699,833 
30,000 

102,450 

2,182,800 

34,560 

2,933,000 

405,600 

740,250 

287,550 

155,700 • 

1,619,000 

133,600 

213,500 

2,562,000 

2,348,250 

33.000 

3,894,660 

433,400 

920,000 

1,177,080 

61,950 

2,000 

512,500 

3,000 

835,000 

167,400 

38,400 

6,704 
100,000 


17,000 
131,945 


83,000 

641,300 

6,068,94s 


203,317 

51,225 

47,960 

25,000 

75,580 

3,350 

7,700 

6,950 

1,130 

•23,105 

4,85s 

2,145 

94,500 

16,649 
112,832 > 

2,050 
419,892 

9x> 

4,455 

22,830 

800 

28,990 

24,525 
50,580 

6,374 
3,800 

5,000 

9,180 


2,933,150 

153,675 

2,230,760 

59.560 

3,008,580 

408,950 

747,950 
294,500 

14,163,783 

30,990 

537,025 
53,580 

841,374 
172,200 

43,400 

15,884 

100,000 


South-western Railroad 

St. L., Iron Mountain & Southern R. R. 
Short Route Railway Co 


Totals 


1,833,903 




$31,720,687 


$1,579,485 


$33,205,672 





Average value per mile of track $17,411 82 

Average aggregate value per mile • * . . . 18,229 ao 
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TABLE No. II. 

Statement of estimates of valuations" of Railroad property in Kentudky, subject to 
taxation for the year 1S85, as returned to the Auditor of Public Accounts by the 

Board of Railroad Commissioners. 



NAME OF ROAD. 



Ashland Coal & Iron 

Chicago, St. Louis, & New Orleans 
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cr 
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n 

(A 






o 

•o 
n 
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Chesapeake, Ohio, & South-western 

Chesapeake, Ohio, & South-western Branch . . 

Chattaroi 

Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific .... 

Beaver Creek & Cumberland River 

Elkton & Guthrie 

Eastern Kentucky 

Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy — From 

Lexington to Mount Sterling 

Elizabethtown^ Lexington & Big Sandy — From 

Mount Sterling to State Line . 

Jeffersonville, Madison «fc Indianapolis 

Kentucky & South Atlantic 

Kentucky Central — Covington to Winchester . 

Kentucky Central — Winchester to Livingston . 

Kentucky Central — Maysville & Lexington 
Branch, Northern Division 

Kentucky Central — Maysville & Lexington 
Branch, Southern Division 

Kentucky Central — Richmond Branch 

Louisville, New Albany & Chicago 

Louisville & Nashville — Main Stem — Louisville to 
Lebanon Junction 

Louisville & Nashvillfe — Main Stem — Lebanon 
Junction to Memphis Junction 

Louisville & Nashvillle — Main Stem — Memphis 
Junction to State Line 

Louisville & Nashville — Bardstown Branch . . 

Louisville & Nashville — Cincinnati Branch . . . 

Louisville & Nashville — Cumberland & Ohio 
Branch — Northern Division 

Louisville & Nashville — Cumberland & Ohio! 
Branch — Southern Division \ 

Louisville & Nashville — Henderson Division . 

Louisville & Nashville — Knoxville Branch . . 

Louisville & Nashville — Louisville, Harrods 
Creek, and Westport j 

Louisville & Nashville — Railwa>[ Transfer . . . 

Louisville & Nashville — Memphis Branch . . . 

Louisville & Nashville — Louisville to Lagrange 

Louisville & Nashville — Lagrange to Lexington 

Louisville & Nashville — Glasgow Branch . . . 

Mobile and Ohio 

Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis 

Owensboro and Nashville 

Ohio & Mississippi 

Shelby 

Short Route 

South-western 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern 



22.06 
41.62 

6. 

47-9 
197.9 
6.25 

"•5 
34 -^S 

34- 

75-14 
2.88 

19-5 
94.91 

51-50 
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20,000 
15,000 

10,000 

5,030 

4,000 

27,000 

3,000 
6,000 

3,000 



I 

I 

25,000 00; 
16,000 00! 

12,000 00| 

4,000 80 
20,000 00 
15,000 00' 



49.35 ; 15,000 00, 



Totals 

Cincinnati & South-eastern 



Totals 



19.17 
33-8 
.062 

30- 
88.02 

21.67 

173 
80.9s 

26.72 

30-5 
98.09 

170.8 

II. 

4.13 
46. 
28.01 
64.92 
10.5 
41. 

7.25 

83.S 

.568 
18.6 

1-52 

4.8 
I-34I 



15,000 00 

I2,OOD 00 



35,000 00 

33,000 00 

20,000 00 

7,000 00 

20,000 00 

5,000 00 

7,000 00 

15,000 OO 

12,000 00 



30,000 00 
17,500 00 
25,000 00 
20,000 00 

9,000 00 
12,500 00 

9,000 CO 

8,000 00 
5,000 00 
9,ooo 00 

65,789 47 

7,000 00 

10,000 00 



{,904.881 
17- 
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5,000 oo 
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441,200 
624 300 

2,699,854) 

30,000) 

191,600 

5,343,3co 

18,750 

69,000 

102,450 



1,202,240 
34,560 
78,000 

1,898,200 
772,500 

740,250 

287,550 

405,600 

3,000 

1,050,000 

2,904,660 

433.400 

121,100 

1,619,000 

133,600 

213,500 
1,471,350 
2,049,600 

22,000 

123,900 

805,000 

700,250 

1,298,400 

94,500 
512,500 

65,250 

668,coo 

2,840 

167,400 

100,000 

33,600 

»3,4io 



$30,395,604 
85,000 



$30,480,604 



$ 
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178,376 
19,860 

168,147 

58,400 
131,502 

• • • • 

1,000 
51,588 

32,310"! 

i5,95oJ 
14,500 



70,330 
4,300 

15,550 

6,950 
3,350 J 
29,000 

516,285 

30,385 

900 

1,255 
21,180 

4,605 

2,545 
23,930 
19,304 



4,435 

5,415 

27,230 

21,575 ' 
1,500 

4,434 

50,080 

3,200 

• • • 

3,500 
1,680 



$1,545,515 



$1,545,551 



o 

< 
2L 

rf 
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$ 619,576 

644,160 

2,898,001 
250,000 

5,474,80a 
18,750 

70,000 

154,038 



2,100,500 
49,060 

79,oco 



4,204,580 



32,000 



13,697,729 



534,075 
66,750 

672,4-^4 
52,920 

170,600 

100,000 
37,100 
15,090 



$3i,94i,*55 
85,000 



$32,026,155 



Average value per mile • $i5,97S 12 

Average aggregate value per mile , 17,271 49 
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TABLE No. III. 

A Statement showing estimates placed upon Railroads by the Companies, and esti- 
mates made for taxation by the Commissioners, for the year 1884. 



NAME OF ROAD. 



Ashland Coal & Iron 

Chattaroi 

Cincinnati & South-eastern 

Chicago, St. Louis & New Orleans . . . 
Cincinnati, New Orleans & Tex, Pacific . 
Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western . . 
Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western Br. . 

Eastern Kentucky 

Elizabeth town, Lexington 8^ Big Sand^ . 
JeflFersonville, Madison & Indianapolis . 

Kentucky Central 

Kentucky Central — Richmond Branch . 
Ky. Central — Maysville dfe Lex., N. Div. 
Ky. Central^Maysville & Lex., S. Div. 
Louisville & Nashville — Bardstown Br. 
Louisville i& Nashville — Cincinnati Br. 
L. & N.— Cumberland & Ohio, N. Div. 
L. & N.— Cumberland & Ohio, S. Div. 

L. & N. — Glasgow Branch 

L. & N. — Knoxville Branch 

L. & N. — Lexington Branch — East . . 
L. & N. — Lexington Branch — West . . 
L. & N,— Lou., Harrods Ck. & Westp't. 
L, & N. — Main Stem — L. to Mem. June. 
L. & N. — Memphis June, to State Line . 

L. & N. — Memphis Branch 

L. & N. — Henderson Division 

L. & N. — Railway Transfer 

Louisville, New Albany & Chicago . . . 

Mobile & Ohio . 

Ohio & Mississippi 

Owensboro & Nashville 

Shelby 

South-western 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern . 
Short Route . . . • 



Totals 



Valuation Fixed by 
Company. 
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SL 
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r» 

0' 

3 



n 



$ 7,500 



>l« 



i3>ooo 

19,000 
7,000 
2,000 
1,500 

12,000 
S.ooo 

13,000 

8,750 
8,750 

8,750 
6,000 
15,000 
3,000 
6,000 



10,000 
18,000 
21,000 

2,030 
25,000 
17,000 
15,000 
10,500 
15,000 



10,000 



* 



7,000 
8,500 



3,000 
65,789 



H 
o 



< 

V 



$ 165,450 



541,060 
3,760,100 

1,889,894 

12,000 

51,225 
1,309,680 

14,400 

1,906,450 

295,750 
431,812 

167,737 

io3,8x) 

1,214,250 

8o,x6o 

183,000 



1,708,000 

1,186,560 

588,210 

22,000 

2,950,500 

368,390 

690,000 

1,128,035 

61,950 

2,000 

410,000 

3,000 

584,500 

158,100 



4,022 



$91,892,035 



Valuation Fixed by 
Commissioners. 
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n 



n 



$20,000 



5,000 
i5,coo 
30,000 
10,000 
5,ooo 
3,000 
20,000 



15,000 

15,000 

9,000 

20,000 

5,000 

7,000 

9,000 

15,000 

25,000 

25,000 

3,000 

33,000 

20,000 

20,000 

12,000 

15,000 



12,500 



9,000 
8,000 
5,000 

65,789 
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$ 441,200 



85,000 

624,300 

5,937,000 

2,699,893 

30,000 

102,450 

2,182,800 

34,500 

2,933,000 

405,600 

740,250 

287,550 

155,700 

1,619,000 

133,600 

213,500 

94,500 

2,562,000 

2,023,750 

700,250 

33,000 

3,894,660 

433.400 

920,000 

1,177,080 

61,950 

2,000 

512,500 

3,000 

835,000 

167,400 

38,400 

6,704 

100,000 



$31,720,687 



n 

7) 
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m 



$ 275,750 



83,240 

2,176,900 

719,990 

18,000 

51,225 
873,110 

20,100 
926,550 
109,850 

308,438 

118,813 

51,900 

394,750 

53,440 

30,500 

854,000 
837,190 
1 1 2,040 

11,000 
944,160 

65,010 
230,000 

49,045 



102,500 

250,500 
9,300 



2,682 



$9,689,992 



*Made no report to Auditor. 
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> TABLE No. IV. 

A Statement showing Estimates placed upon Railroads by the Companies, and esti- 
mates made for taxation by the Commissioners, for the year 1885. 



NAME OF ROAD. 



Ashland Coal & Iron 

Chicago, St. Louis & New Orleans . . . 
Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western . . 
Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western Br. 

Chattaroi . 

Cincinnati,New Orleans & Texas Pacific 

Beaver Creek & Cumberland 

Elkton & Guthrie 

Eastern Kentucky 

Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy 

— Lexington to Mt. Sterling 

Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy 

— Mt. Sterling to State Line ..... 
Jeffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis . 

Kentucky & South Atlantic 

Ky. Central — Covington to Winchester 
Ky. Central — Winchester to Livingston 
Ky. Cen. — Maysv. & Lex. Br. — Nor.Div. 
Ky. Cen. — Maysv. & Lex. Br. — So. Div. 
Kentucky Central — Richmond Branch 
Louisvillfe, New Albany & Chicago . . 
L. & N. — Main Stem — Lou, to Leb. Tunc. 
Lou. &Nashv. — Main Stem — Leb. June. 

to Memphis Junction 

Lou. & Nashv. — Main Stem — Memphis 

June, to State Line 

Louisville & Nashville — Bardstown Br. 
Louisville & Nashville — Cincinnati Br, . 
L. & N.— Cumb'l'd & O. Br,— Nor. Div. 
L. &N,— Cumb'land & O. Br.— So. Div. 
Louisville & Nashville — Henderson Div. 
Louisville & Nashville — Knoxville Br. . 
Louisville & Nashville — Lou,, Harrod's 

Creek & Westport 

Louisville & Nashville — R'y Transfer . 
Louisville & Nashville— Memphis Br, . 
Lou. & Nashv, — Louisville to Lagrange 
Lou, & Nashv. — Lagrange to Lexmgton 
Louisville & Nashville — Glasgow Br. . . 

Mobiles Ohio 

Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis . . 

Owensboro & Nashville 

Ohio & Mississippi 

Shelby 

Short Route 

Sduth-western 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern . 
Cincinnati & South-eastern 



Valuation Fixed by 
Company. 



< 

n 
n 



n 



$ 7.500 



7,000 

a,ooo 

4,oco 

19,000 



1,500 



I2,OCO 



12,000 
5,000 



13,000 

13,000 

8,750 

8,750 

8,750 






25,000 
25,000 

17,000 
5,000 

15,000 
2,000 
5,000 

12,000 

IO,O0O 



2,000 
15,000 
15,000 
21,000 
x8,ooo 



10,000 
6,000 



8,500 

65,789 

4,000 

3,000 



Totals 



o' 



o 
v> 
a. 



$ 165,450 

416,200 

1,889,897 

12,000 

191,600 

3,760,100 



41,225 

408,000 

901,680 
14,400 



1,233,830 
669,500 
431,812 

167,387 
295,750 



750,000 
2,200,500 

368,390 

86,500 

1,214,250 

53,440 

152,500 

1,177,080 

1,708,000 

22,000 

61,950 

690,000 

588,210 

1,168,560 



410,000 



501,000 

3,000 

158,100 

100,000 

19,200 

4,022 



Valuation Fixed by 
Commissioners. 






rt 



$21,624,533 



$20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

4,000 

27,000 

3,000 

6,000 

3,000 

25,000 

16,000 
12,000 
4,000 
20,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 



35,000 
33,000 

20,000 
7,000 

20,000 
5,000 
7,000 

15,000 

12,000 



2,000 
30,000 
17,500 
25,000 
20,000 

9,000 
12,500 

9,000 

8,000 



9,C03 

65,789 
7,000 

10,000 
S,ooo 



H 
o 



o 

•t 

o 



$ 44i,«oo 

624,300 

2,699,854 

30,000 

191,600 

5,343,300 

18,750 

69,000 

102,450 

850,000 

1,202,240 

34,560 

78,000 

1,898,200 

772,500 

740,250 

287,550 

405,600 

3,000 

1,050,000 

2,904,660 

433,400 
121,100 
1,619,000 
133,600 
213,500 

1,471,350 
3,049,600 

23,000 

123,900 

805,000 

700,250 

1,298,400 

94,500 

512,500 

94,500 

668,000 

5,000 

167,400 

100,000 

33,600 

13,410 

85,000 



$30,480,604 



n 

> 

Vi 



285,750 

208,100 

809,957 

18,000 



1,583,200- 



41,22s 

442,000 
300,560- 

201,600 



664,370- 

3,000 

308,438 

120,163 
109,850 



300,000 

704,160 

65,010- 

34,600. 

404,750- 

80,160- 
61, coo 

294,270. 
341,600 



51,950- 
115,000 
1x2,040 
139,840 

• • • • 

103,500 



167,000 

9,300 



14,400 

9,388 



$8,093,181 



*Made no report to Auditor. 
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TABLE Nc. XL 



RAILROAD COMMISSIONS OF THE UNITKD STATES. 



STATF. 



Alabama .... 
Established, i88i. 



CALIFORNIA .... 
Established, 1880. 



Connecticut . . . 
Established, 1853. 



Georgia ... 

Established, 1879. 



Michigan . . 

Established, 1873. 



Minnesota .... 
Established, 1874. 

Missouri . . . 

Established, 1875. 



New Hampshire . 
Established, 1844. 



New York .... 
Established, 1882. 



Ohio . 

Established, 1867. 



Illinois 

Established, 1871. 



Iowa 

Established, 1878. 



Kansas 

Established, 1882. 



Name and Official Position. 



W. L. Bragg, Commissioner 
James Crook, Commissioner 
Chas. P. Ball, Commissioner 
J. K. Jackson, Secretary . . 

G. J. Carpenter, President . 
W. P. Humphreys, Com. . . 
W. W. Foote, Commissioner 
W. R. Andrus, Secretary . 
J. P. Carroll, Bailiff .... 
E. A. Gorvin, Stenographer 



Geo, M. Woodruff, Commissioner 
John W. Bacon, Commissioner . 
Wm. H. Hayward, Commissioner 
Geo. T. Utley, Secretary .... 

Jas. M. Smith, Commissioner . . 
Campbell Wallace, Commissioner 
Leander M. Trammell, Com. . . 
A. C. Briscoe, Secretary .... 

Wm. P. Innes, Commissioner . . 
Wyllys C. Ransom, Dep. Com . 

James H. Baker, Commissioner . 
E. S. Warner, Secretary .... 



P. O. Address. 



Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 



San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 



•Hartford 
Hartford 
Hartford' 
Hartford 

Atlanta 
Atlanta 
Atlanta 
Atlanta 

Lansing 
Lansing 

St. Paul 
St. Paul 



A. M. Sevier, Chairman . . . 
Geo. C. Pratt, Commissioner . 
James Harding, Commissioner 
H. H. Gregg, Commissioner . 

O. C. Moore, Chairman . . . 

E. B. Sanborn, Clerk ... 

E. J. Tenney, Commissioner . 

John D. Kernan, Commissioner. 
Wm. E. Rogers, Commissioner . 
John O'Donnell, Commissioner . 
Wm. C. Hudson, Secretary . . 
H. M. Thompson, Account . . . 
Thos. W. Spencer, Ins. of R. R. 
Thos. B. O^Neil, Marshal . . . 

E. C. McEntee, Stenographer . 

H. Sabine, Commissioner .... 
H.Wilgus, Chief Clerk . . . . 

F. M. Elliott, Assistant Clerk . . 

R. W. McFarland, LL. D. . . . 

S. W. Robinson, C. E 

George Ruhlin, U. S. A., Ex- 
perts for inspecting Railroads, 
Bridges, etc 

W. N. Brainard, Commis.sioner . 
E. C. Lewis, Commissioner . . . 
Chas. T. Stratton, Commissioner 
N. D. Munson, Secretary . . . 

Peter A. Dey, Commis.sion4r . . 
Lorenzo S, Coffin, Commissioner 
James W. McDill, Commissioner 
Erastus G. Morgan, Secretary . 

L. L. Turner, Commissioner . . 
Almeron Gillet, Commissioner . 
James Humphrey, Commissioner 
E. L Turner, Secretary .... 
L. M. Scamman, Clerk 



City of Jefferson 
City of Jefferson 
City of Jefferson 
City of Jefferson 



I Concord 
I Concord 
I -Concord 

Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 
Albany . 



Columbus 

Columbus 

Columbus . . 

Prof. Civil Eng. Ohio St. Univ. 
Prof. Mech. Eng. O. St. Univ. 



Prof. Mil. Science Ohio St. Univ. 



Springfield . 
Springfield . 
Springfield . 
Springfield . 

Des Moines 
Des Moines 
Des Moines 
Des Moines 



Topeka 
Topeka 
Topeka 
Topeka 
Topeka 



Salary 
per Annum. 

$3,500 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 oo 
1,500 00 



4,030 00 
4,000 00 
4, coo 00 

2,400 03 

1,200 00 
1,500 00 

3,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 o« 
i,8co 00 

2,500 CO 

2,500 00 
2,500 00 
1,200 00 

2,500 00 
1,500 00 

3,coo 00 
1,200 00 

3,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,500 00 

2,500 00 
2,200 00 
2,000 00 

8,000 00 
8,000 00 
8,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,500 00 
600 00 

2,000 00 
1,200 00 
i,oco 00 
1,200 00 
1,200 00 



1,200 00 



$3,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,500 CO 

3,000 00 
3,000 00 

3,000 03 

1,500 00 
1,000 00 
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TABLE No. XI.— Continned. 



STATE. 



Kentucky .... 
Established, 1880. 



Maine 

Established, 1858. 

Massachusetts . 
Established, 1869. 



Pennsylvania . . . 
Dept. of Int. Affairs. 

Rhode Island . . . 
Established, 1872. 

South Carolina . . 
Established, 1878. 



Virginia 

Established, 1877. 



Name and Official Position. 



J. P. Thompson, Commissioner . 
John D. Young, Commissioner . 
A. R. Boone, Commissioner . . 
Clarence Egbert, Secretary . . 

A. W. Wildes, Commissioner . . 
John F. Anderson, Commissioner 
Chas. J. Talbot, Commissioner . 

Thomas Russell, Chairman . . . 
Edward W. Kinsley, Com. . . . 
Everett A. Stevens, Com .... 
William A. Crafts, Secretary . . 
Fred. E. Jones, Account .... 

J. Simpson, Africa, Secretary in 
charge of Railroad Affairs . . 

Henry Staples, Commissioner . 
J. M. Addeman, Secretary . . . 

Milledge L. Bonham, Com. . . . 
Legare J. Walker, Commissioner 
D'Arcey P. Duncan, Com. . . 
i Marcellus T. Bartlett, Secretary 

' Asa Rogers, Jr., Commissioner 
Thos. H. Cross, Clerk .... 



Wisconsin Nils P. Haugen, Commi.ssioner . 

Established, 1874. , Jas. H. Foster, Sec. and Dep. C, 



United States . . . . 
Interior Dept., Bureau 
of Land Grant Rail- 
roads. 



Wm. H. Armstrong, Com. . . . 
Thomas Hanard, Engineer . 
Frank B. Pickrell, Account . . 
Wm. M. Thompson, Ass't Acc't 
Thomas J. Walker, Clerk . . . . 
Miss Kate Smith, Copyist . . . 
Paul M. Johnston, Me.ssenger . 



P. O. Address. 



Lebanon . . 
Owingsville 
Mayfield . . 
Frankfort . 



Skowhegan 
Portland . . 
East Wilton 



Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 



Harrisburg 

Providence 
Providence 

Columbia 
Charleston . 
Union . . 
Columbia 



Richmond 
Richmond 



Madison 
Madison 



Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 



Salary 
per Annum. 



$2,oco 00 
2,000 00 

2,000 CO 

300 00 

$5 per diem. 
5 per diem. 
5 per diem. 

$4,000 00 
3,500 00 
3,500 00 
2,000 00 
2,000 00 



2,100 00 
a, too 00 
2,100 00 
1,200 00 



3,000 00 
i,5co 00 

4,500 00 
2,500 oo 
2,400 00 
2,000 00 
1,600 00 
900 00 
720 00 



TABLE No. XIV. 

Statement showing the number of miles of railroad constructed and in operation each 
year in the United States, from 1830 to the close of 1884 inclusive. 



Year. 

1830 . . . 

1831 . . . 

1832 . . . 

1833. . . 

1834. . . 

1835. . . 

1836. . . 

1837. • . 

1838. . . 

1839. • • 

1840 . . . 

1841 . . . 

1842 . . . 

1843. . . 

1844 • • • 

1845. . • 

1846. . . 

1847. . . 

1848. . . 



I Miles in 
! Operation 



23 

95 

229 

380 

633 
1,098 

1.273 
M97 
1*913 
2,302 

2,8x8 

3.535 
4,026 

4.185 
4,377 
4,633 
4,930 
5,598 
5,996 



Annual 




Miles in 
Operation 


Annual 


Increase 


Year. 


Increase 


of Mil'age 




of Mil'age 




1849 . . . 


7,365 


1.369 


72 


1850 . . . 


9,021 


1,656 


134 


1851 . . 


10,982 


1,961 


151 


1852 . . . 


12,908 


1,926 


253 


1853. • • 


15,360 


2r452 


465 


1854. • ■ 


16,720 


1,360 


175 


1855. . . 


18,374 


i,6S4 


224 


X856 . . . 


22,016 


3,64a 


416 


1857. . 


24,503 


2,487 


389 


1858. . 


26,968 


2,465 


516 


1859. . . 


28,789 


1,821 


717 


i860. . . 


30,635 


1,846 


491 


1861 . . . 


31,286 


651 


159 


1862 . . 


32,120 


834 


192 


1863 . . . 


33,170 


1.050 


256 


1864. . 


33,908 


738 


297 


1865 . . 


35,085 


1,177 


668 


1866. . . 


36,801 


1,716 


398 


1867 • •• • 


39,250 


2h»49 



Year. 


Miles in 
Operation 


Annual 

Increase 

of Mil'age 


1868. . . 


42,229 


2,979 


1869 • • 


46,844 


4,615 


1870. . . 


52,914 


6,070 


1871 . . . 


60,293 


7,379 


1872 . . . 


66,171 


5378 


1873. . . 


70,268 


4,097 


1874. . . 


72.385 


2,117 


1875. . . 


74,096 


1,711 


1876 . . . 


77,809 


2,712 


1877. . . 


76,808 


2,280 


1878. . . 


81,717 


2,629 


'$Z9- • • 


86,413 


4,746 


1880 . . 


93,349 


6,876 


1881 . . . 


103,145 


9,796 


1882 . . . 


"4.713 


ti,s68 


1883 . . . 


121.454 


6,741 


1884. . . 


125,379 


3,825 
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TABLE 

Statement of Earnings and Operating Expenses of the Chesapeake, 



EARNINGS. 



Passenger . . 
Freight . . . 
Express . . . 

Mail 

Telegraph . . 
Miscellaneous 



OPERATING EXPENSES. 



Conducting Transportation 

Motive Power 

Maintenance of Way . . . 
Maintenance of Cars . . . 
General Expenses 



Total 



Total Earnings $104,694 31 



Earnings over Operating Expenses . . 
Earnings over Operating Expenses, 1883 



January. 


Febrl'.\jiv. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


$23,942 60 

75,677 86 

1,742 32 

2,471 28 

347 77 
512 48 


$19,373 39 
55,825 50 

1,798 36 
2,466 28 

344 83 
616 20 


$22,706 40 

87,565 21 
2,272 61 

2445 98 
241 36 
86897 


$22,540 38 
81,021 25 

2,774 84 

2,467 78 

366 07 

58985 

$109,760 17 


$24,493 33 

75,587 48 

2,000 00 

2,471 28 

375 59 
781 47 


$104,694 31 


$80,424 56 


$116,110 53 


$105,709 15 


$27,169 28 

22,769 26 

28,052 86 

9,276 26 

2,963 54 


$23,574 62 

15,873 97 
28,722 29 

7,202 82 
3,058 87 


$28,087 59 

21,812 22 

31,601 01 

12,563 90 

2,519 56 


$26,284 89 

21,213 78 

30,892 05 

11,146 27 

2,692 52 


$27,022 20 

19,493 63 
32,856 89 

9,758 94 
2,220 08 


$90,231 24 


$78,432 57 


$96,584 28 


$92,229 51 


$91,351 74 


$14,463 07 
8,9:»2 64 


$1,991 99 
3,199 54 


$19,526 25 

24,516 68 


$17,530 66 
11,324 64 


$14,357 41 
20,533 35 



TABLE 

Statement of Monthly Earnings and Operating Expenses 



EARNINGS. 



Freight . . . 
Passenger . . 

Mail 

Express . . . 
Telegraph . . 
Miscellaneous 



OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Conducting Transportation 

Motive Power 

Maintenance of Way ' 12,083 

Maintenance of Cars 



General Expense 



Total 



Earnings over Operating Expenses . . . i 
Earnings over Operating Expenses, 1883 



January. 


February. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


$27,135 82 
19,845 82 

1,334 26 

3,000 00 

76 92 

405 35 


$23,224 88 

24.747 13 
1,334 25 
3,000 00 

125 85 
300 00 


$39,901 05 
20,733 69 

1,334 25 
3,000 00 

83 42 
325 00 


$40,968 68 

24.209 53 

1,334 25 
3,o'jo 00 

9492 
326 00 


$39,850 45 
24,029 12 

1,334 25 
2,876 40 

99 92 
562 75 


$51,798 17 


$52,732 11 


$65,377 41 


$69,933 38 


$68,752 89 


$14,333 63 
10,386 80 
12,083 06 

2,874 34 
1,840 15 


$14,989 59 

8,630 18 

15,330 86 

4,509 17 
1,898 09 


$14,386 18 

10,313 72 

15,308 05 

2,100 36 

1,609 60 


$16,710 29 

12,551 45 
16,794 78 

2,391 95 
1,884 60 


$15,820 50 
11,979 66 
19,646 94 

2,131 46 
850 07 


$41,517 98 


$45,357 89 


$43,717 91 


$49,933 07 


$50,428 63 


$10,280 19 
13.994 55 


$ 7,374 22 
15,971 64 


$21,659 50 
22,054 32 


$20,ooo 31 
19.335 92 


$18,324 26 
26,092 67 
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VoIX 

Ohio and South-western for the year ending December 31, 1884. 



June. 


July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December . 


Total. 


$25,126 91. 

63,338 75 

2,534 37 

9,471 28 

403 67 

341 35 


$28,295 66 

73,795 42 

2,248 58 

2,714 09 

584 84 

1,032 35 


$31,533 12 

84,834 66 

1,975 39 

2,714 09 

633 32 

1,177 50 


$29,674 38 

82,546 89 

2,031 37 

2,714 09 

483 42 
466 10 


$33,538 40 

97,038 45 

2,233 58 

2,714 09 

436 08 

984 36 


$ ^9,216 27 

103,761 71 

2,107 14 

2,714 C9 

672 14 

521 55 


$34,376 17 

97441 28 

2,640 26 

2,714 09 

457 05 

649 15 


$324,817 01 

978,434 46 

36,358 82 

31,088 42 

5,406 14 

8,541 23 


$94,276 33 


$108,670 94 


$122,868 08 


$117,916 25 


$136,944 86 


$138,992 90 


$138,278 00 


$1,374,646 08 


$21,731 .21 

15.531 23 

31,073 ao 

6,928 28 

1,91s 53 


$23,560 59 

15,869 42 

27,225 66 

5,888 90 

1,778 89 


$24,381 55 
16,744 02 

27,584 54 
6,621 93 

1,795 08 


$28418 80 

17,347 32 

30,283 73 

7,196 18 

2,001 16 


$27,710 19 

18,667 79 

31,246 10 

7,213 10 

2,059 94 


$26,894 27 

20,963 71 

25.394 59 

9.543 75 

2,151 59 


$31,541 50 

25,034 88 
26,181 17 

13.381 95 
4,004 10 


$316,376 69 

231,321 23 

351,114 09 

106,721 58 

29,161 62 


$77,179 45 


$74,323 46 


$77,127 14 


$85,247 19 


$86,897 12 


$84,947 91 


$100,143 60 


$1,034,695 21 


$17,096 88 
9,065 77 


$34,347 48 
29,915 15 


$45,740 94 
39,837 38 


$32,669 06 
43,925 89 


$50,047 74 
53,325 86 


$54,044 99 
35,304 05 


$38,134 40 
29,070 59 


$339,950 87 
308,920 54 



Ho.X. 

of the Kentucky Central Railroad during the year 1884. 



June. 


July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


Total. 


$37,649 88 

26,131 54 

1,334 26 

>, 3,000 00 

124 04 

336 26 


$58,803 55 
31,222 37 

2,197 14 
3,coo 00 

139 90 
230 24 


$61,852 23 

36,961 56 

2,197 14 

3,000 00 

139 99 
349 62 


$53,579 21 
40,637 41 

2,197 14 
3,000 00 

104 30 
372 45 


$53,533 41 
37,081 68 

2,197 14 
3,000 00 

21 31 
424 45 


$49,581 71 
26,316 17 

2,197 14 
3,000 00 

467 27 
403 15 


$34,740 73 

25,947 69 

2,197 14 

3,051 00 

153 17 

640 43 


$520,821 60 

337,863 71 

2i,i88 36 

35,927 40 
1,631 01 

4,675 70 


$68,575 98 


$95,593 20 


$104,500 54 


$99,890 51 


$96,257 99 


$8i,9$5 44 


$66,730 i6 


$922,107 78 


$15,725 22 

ii,ic8 49 

16,929 35 

1,937 91 

1,403 95 


$16,256 86 

11,838 42 

17,253 60 

1,359 58 

959 26 


$16,277 02 
13,772 09 
18,084 36 

2,534 27 
784 82 


$17,927 61 

13,947 33 
17,685 63 

2,713 96 

1,462 06 


$23,142 35 

15,513 62 

18,100 74 

2,587 69 

871 48 


$19,170 79 

15,866 61 

17,079 22 

4,68045 

999 93 


$23,687 00 

14,690 57 

12,317 98 

1,832 22 

1,072 39 


$208,427 04 

151,598 94 

196,704 57 

31,653 36 

15,236 40 


$47,104 92 


$48,667 72 


$51,452 56 


$53,736 59 


$60,305 88 


$57,797 00 


$53,600 17 


$603,620 31 


$31,471 06 
25,280 55 


$46,925 48 
40,878 22 


$53,047 98 
56,730 38 


$46,153 92 
45,962 05 


$35,952 11 
40,578 73 . 


$24,168 44 
28,752 16 


$17,268 34 
18,771 10 


$318,487 47 
353,742 29 
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TABLE No. XIX. 

Statement shewing the number of miles of Railroad in the State of Kentucky for 
the years 1883, 1884, and 1885 — compiled from returns made to the Commissioners 
and the Auditor of Public Accounts by the railroad companies : 



NAME OF ROAD. 



Ashland Coal and Iron 

Chicago, St. Louis & New Orleans . 
Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific 

Chattaroi 

Beaver Creek & Cumberland 

Elastern Kentucky 

Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy 

ieffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis . 
lentucky Central 

Louisville & Nashville 

Mobile & Ohio 

Owensboro & Nashville 

Ohio & Mississippi 

Shelby 

Short Route 

South-western 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern . 
Louisville, New Albany & Chicago . . . 
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis . . 
Cincinnati & South-eastern . ...... 

Kentucky & South Atlantic 

Elkton & Guthrie 

Chesapeake, Ohio& South-western . . 

Versailles & Midway 

Cincinnati & Green River 

Breckinridee Coal 

MadisonvilTe Branch 

Kentucky Union 

Clarksvilfe & Princeton 

Atherton Branch 



00 3 
00 3 

u> a* 
n 



n 



22.06 

41.62 

197.09 

4790 



34-15 
109.14 
2.88 
182.20 
717-755 
41 
44 

.568 
18.60 



4-75 

I -341 
.062 



17 
19.50 



273- 



00 3 

00 9 

-t^ cr 
r» 
•1 



V) 



22.06 

41.62 

197.90 

47.90 



34-15 

109.14 

2.88 

248.97 

729.61 

41 

83.50 
.568 

t8.6o 
'-52 
4.80 

1-341 
.062 



17 
19.50 



275-985 



00 a 
00 p 



oi 



cr 
n 

o 



n 



22 

41 
197, 

47 
6, 

34 
109. 

2, 

256 

770 

41 

83 

I, 

4. 
I. 

7' 

17 
19 

n, 

275 

7 

12 



06 
62 
90 
90 
25 
15 
14 
88 

33 



50 

568 

60 

52 

80 

341 
062 

25 

50 
50 
985 
24 



3 
O 

n 
a 

M 

00 
00 



Total 



16. 20 
13 
15 
2.50 



2057.586 



.81 



66.77 
"•855 



39-55 



I 5a 

-05 



3 
O 

•1 

n 
n 

M 

00 

00 

• 



736 
40.90 



2.985 



7.24 

12 



TABLE No. VI. 

Statement showing number of miles of Railroad in the State, and valuation thereof, 
as fixed by Railroad Commissioners for the years 1881, 1882, 1883, iSS4> ^^^ 1S85. 



YEARS. 



1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1S85 



Number op Miles. 



i»553.596 
i»593-267 
1,725.897 
1,819.902 
1,921.881 



Valuation. 



$32,075,212 

32,347,305 
31,317,374 
33,120,672 

32,026,672 
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TABLE No. XV. 

A Statement showing number of miles of railroad in each county of the State, and 

Counties having no railroads. 



Cot'NTIES. 



Number of Miles. 



Adair 

Allen 

Anderson 

Bjllard 37.53 

Barren 19. 

Bath 14.18 

Bell 

Boone 18.54 

Bourbon 38.66 

Boyd 39- 76 

Boyle 25.72 

Bracken ... 

Breathitt 

Breckinridge 

Bullitt 29.76 

Butler 

Caldwell 19.091 

Callowav 

Campbell 3.21 

Carroll r7.11 

Carter 53. 

Casey 

Christian 3 1.8 

Clark 34.59 

Clay 

Clinton 

Crittenden 

Cumberland , ... 

Daviess I5'i3 

Edmondson 4.36 

Elliott 

Estill 

Fayette 42.47 

Fleming 43. 

Floyd 

Franklin 15-64 

Fulton 22.70 

Gallatin 11.52 

Garrard 14. 

Grant . . 29.69 

Graves . 30.028 

Grayson 33-o8 

Green 3.8 

Greenup 17.18 

Hancock 

Hardin 64.495 

Harlan 

Harrison 23.53 

Hart 22.24 

Henderson I4'79 

Henry 30.3 

Hickman '. . . . 35.011 

Hopkins 49-746 

Jackson 

Jefferson . 73.278 

Jessamine 15-93 

Johnson 

Kenton 53.33 

Knox 

Knott 



Counties. 



Number of Miles. 



Larue 4.45 

Laurel 29.64 

Lawrence 28.90 

Lee 

Leslie 

Letcher 

Lewis 

Lincoln • 50.93 

Livingston 3-097 

Lo(Tan 58.49 

Lyon 14.057 

Madison 40.39 

Magoffin 

Marion 40.9 

Marshall 12.019 

Martin 

Mason 1438 

McCracken 18.089 

McLean ii. ^ 

Meade 2.693 

Menifee 6.5 

Mercer 12.93 

Metcalfe . . •. . 

Monrce 

Montgomery 27.87 

Morgan 

Muhlenberg 53.144 

Nelson . 30.02 

Nicholas 15-72 

Ohio 24.729 

Oldham . 15.27 

Owen 

Owsley ... 

Pendleton 24.87 

Perry 

Pike 

Powell 

Pulaski 51.8 

Robertson 

Rockcastle 3^-85 

Rowan 16.17 

Russell 

Scott 24.5 

Shelby 33.68 

Simpson 13-78 

Spencer ^3-3^ 

Taylor 14.5 

Todd , 31.76 

Tri^g 

Trimble 

Union 

Warren 38.69 

Washington' 

Wavne 

Webster 12.02 

Whitley 39-^4 

Wolfe 

Woodford ..;..,.«.. 9.8 



Total 1,926.157 
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ABSTBAGT from a Report of the Ashland Coal and Iron Railway Com- 
pany, for the Year ending June 30, 1885, 

Capital Stock paid in 

Assets $1,157,901 

Liabilities 502,781 

Amount of funded debt 244,000 

Amount of floating debt 258,781 

To^al length of road in Kentucky (miles) 22.06 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $5»9ii 

For transportation of freight . •. • • 52,231 

From other sources . 35, 166 

The earnings per ton of freight per mile No record. 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $14,652 

For' managing road 7,769 

For repairs 23,656 

All other expenses for other purposes 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile No record. 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President . . . . « John Means, Ashland, Ky. 

Vice-President John G. Peebles. 

General Manager Douglas Putnam. 

Secretary and Treasurer Robert Peebles. 



ABSTRACT from Report of the Cincinnati and Green River Railroad for 

the Tear ending June 30, 1885. 

Capital stock paid in Not capitalized 

Assets Not capitalized 

Liabilities Not capitalized 

Amount of funded debt None. 

Amount of floating debt ^ $40,000 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 12 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $790 

For transportation of freight ' 11,212 

From other sources 3,782 



$8,072 



ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains 

For managing road 

For repairs 

All other expenses ior other purposes J 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile No record. 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President £. Zimmerman, Cincinnati. 

Vice-President L. Emerson, Cincinnati. 

General Manager 

Secretary . • • J* J« Perkins, Cincinnati. 

Treasurer R. A. Holden, Jr. . 
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ABSTRACT from Eeport of the Kentnoky Central Eailway Company for 

the Year ending Jnne 30, 1885, 

•Capital stock paid in ' $ 5,464,800 

Assets i3»o83,5i3 

Liabilities 12,925,318 

Amount of funded debt 12,420,800 

Amount of floating debt 625,518 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 248.97 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $332,751 

For transportation of freight 529,013 

From other sources 66,666 

Earnings per ton of freight per mile (cents) 2.020 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $403»073 

For managing road 214,5^2 

For repairs 13,110 

All other expenses for other purposes 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 26,191,348 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President . . . • C. P. Huntington, New York. 

Vice-President John Echols, Louisville, Ky. 

General Manager C. W. Smith, Richmond, Va. 

Secretary R- A. Jone§, Covington, Ky. 

Treasurer I. E. Gates, New York. 



ABSTRACT from Eeport of the Kentucky and South Atlantic Eailroad 

for the^Year ending June 30, 1885. 

Gapital Stock paid in $ 81,500 

Liabilities \ / * • i95.ooo 

Amount of funded debt 74,000 

Amount of floating debt 40,000 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 20 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $ 2,867 

For transportation of freight 13,162 

From other sources 605 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $7»8o3 

For managing road 4»833 

For repairs . . . • 3,626 

All other expenses for other purposes 341 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile No record. 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President £. Zimmerman, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Vice-President C. U. West, Cynthiana, Kentucky. 

General Manager 

Secretary 

Treasurer i . . . . 
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ABSTEACT from Eeport of the Eastern Kentuoky Eailroad for the Year 

ending: June 30, 1885 : 

Capital stock paid in $1,500,000 

Assets 3,287,257 

Liabilities *. 2,734,811 

Amount of funded debt 1,779,600 

Amount of floating debt 1)955*2X1 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 34* 1$- 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $91985 

For transportation of freight • 19*485 

From other sources 2,792 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $14,459 

For managing road ' . . • 21,123 

For repairs 8,015 

All other expenses for other purposes ... 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 328,489< 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President Nathaniel Thayer, Boston, Mass. 

Vice-President H. W. Bates, Greenup, Ky. 

Secretary and Treasurer Richard Sullivan, Boston, Mass. 

General address of road, Greenup, Kentucky. 



ABSTRACT from Eeport of the Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandys 

Eailroad for the Year Ending Jnne 30, 1885: 

Capital Stock paid in ^ $3»ii3»30O 

Assets 7,912,813 

Liabilities 7,760,448. 

Amount of funded debt 7.542,406 

Amount of floating debt 218,042 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 109.14 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $139*965 

For transportation of freight 439,627 

From other sources 25,05a 

Earnings per ton per mile (cents) .853. 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $165,589- 

For managing road 2,567 

For repairs 120,851 

All other expenses for other purposes 38,700 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 51)541*399 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President A. L. Reid, New York. 

Vice-President John Echols, Louisville, Ky. 

General Manager 

Secretary W. C. Emery, New York. 

Treasurer I. E. Gates, New York. 

Address of road Richmond, Va. 
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ABSTEAGT from Report of the Chesapeake, Ohio, and South-western Rail- 
way Oompany, for the Year ending Jnne 30, 1885. 

-Capital stock paid in $10,044,000 

Assets 20,253,379 

Liabilities 20,662,941 

Amount of funded debt 19,644,435 

Amount of floating debt 1,018,506 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 396 ||-|^ 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $353»958 

For transportation of freight 1,036,118 

From other sources 75,219 

Earnings per ton of freight per mile (cents) 1.082 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $223,930 

For managing road 318,886 

For repairs 322,299 

All other expenses for other purposes 393»i87 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 95*722,572 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President C. P. Huntington, New York. 

Vice-President John Echols, Louisville. 

General Superintendent Jas. I*. Frazier, Louisville. 

Secretary and Treasurer I. E. Gates, New York. 



ABSTRACT from report of Lonisville and Nashville Railway Company 

for the Year ending Jnne 30, 1885. 

Capital stock paid in $30,000,000 

Assets 6,305,451 

Liabilities 67,930,873 

Amount of funded debt 61,958,314 

Amount of floating debt 5»972,559 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) 818.64 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $1,499,605 

For transportation of freight 3, 750', 261 

From other sources 564,820 

Earnings per ton per mile (cents) 1.222 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSE^. 

For running trains • $1,815,593 

For managing road 331.029 

For repairs • 1,020,871 

All other expenses for other purposes 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 4,027,806 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President M. H. Smith, Louisville, Ky. 

Vice-President Ex. Norton, New York. ^ 

General Manager R. Wells, Louisville, Ky. 

Secretary R. K.Warren, Louisville, Ky. 

Treasurer . . W. W. Thompson, Louisville, Ky. 
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ABSTBACT from Report of the Cinoinnati, New Orleans & Texas Paoifle 

Railway for the Year ending Jnne 30, 1885. . 

Capital stock paid in $3,000,000 

Assets 5,101,382 

Liabilities 5,101,382 

Amount of funded debt , 

Amount of floating debt 

Total length of road in Kentucky (miles) I97*9 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

For transportation of passengers $ 676,836 

For transportation of freight 1,804,875 

From other sources 144,433 

Earnings per ton per mile (cents) *.oio56 

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 

For running trains $592*591 

For repairs .....' 560,102 

For managing road 432f553 

All other expenses for other purposes 965,630 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile *i7o,886,246 

GENERAL INFORMATION. 

President Frank S. Bond, Cincinnati. 

Vice-President Chas. SchifT, Cincinnati. 

General Manager John G. Gault, Cincinnati. 

Secretary and Treasurer ...^ HeH. Tatem, Cincinnati. 

*Over whole line. 



ABSTRACT from Report of the Versailles and Midway Railway for the 

Year ending Jnne 30, 1885. 

Capital stock paid in None. 

Assets Unknown. 

Liabilities ' Unknown. 

Amount of funded debt . . . . None. 

Amount of floating debt . None. 

Total length of road in Kentucky One mile. 



ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 



For transportation of passengers 
For transportation of freight . . 
From other sources 



ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 



For running trains , 

For managing road 

For repairs .* 

All other expenses for other purposes 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile 



GENERAL INFORMATION. 



President . . . . 
Vice-President . 
General Manager 
Secretary . . . . 
Treasurer . . . . 



A. H. Graddy, Versailles, Ky. 



T. H. Hays, Louisville, Ky. 
T. H. Hays, Louisville, Ky. 
Robt. Wallace, Midway. 
J. P. Amsden, Versailles. 

Note. — The Versailles and Midway Railway Company began track laying July 
I, 1885. It began operation about the first of October, 1885. The total length of the 
road is 7.24 miles. — Commissionets. 



EXTORTION AND DISCRIMINATION. 



Office of Railroad Commissioners. 

Frankfort, Ky., March i, 1884. 



In the Matter of the Complaint of the 1 

LAUREL COUNTY COAL ASSOCIATION, 

Complainant, 
vs. 
THE CINCINNATI, NEW ORLEANS & 

TEXAS PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 

Respondent. 



Opinion of the Board of Railroad 
Commissioners. 



Issue Presented : Extortion and Discrimination in Coal Bates. 

On the 2 1 St day of February, 1884, the Laurel County Coal Association 
filed in this office the following complaint against the Cincinnati, New 
Orleans & Texas Pacific Railway Company, a corporation engaged in 
operating what is known as the Cincinnati Southern Railway, viz : 

* * To the Board of Railroad Commissioners of Kentucky : 

** The Laurel County Coal Association, composed of the following mem- 
bers, viz : Laurel Coal Company, Peacock Coal Company, Pittman Coal Com- 
pany, ^tna Coal Company, C. C. Stringer & Co., Altamont Coal Company, 
Black Diamond Coal Company, and Vulcan Coal Company, corporations en- 
gaged in mining, shipping, and selling coal from their mines in Laurel county, 
Kentucky, for itself, and on behalf and in the name of each of its said members, 
complains that the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, a corporation engaged in operating what is known as the Cincinnati 
Southern Railway, located through Kentucky, and over which said members 
of said association have shipped and desire to ship their coal in order to sell 
and deliver same at various points along the line of said railway in the State 
of Kentucky, has charged, and is now charging, said members more than a 
just and reasonable rate of toll or compensation for the transportation of 
said coal upon the track of said railway operated by it as aforesaid, and has 
unjustly discriminated, and continues to charge, rates of toll or compensa- 
tion for the transportation of coal and cars in which same is hauled over said 
track that are unjustly discriminating against said companies, and prevents 
their competing with other parties engaged in shipping coal to points on the 
line of said railway. 

(95) 
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**The extortionate and discriminating rates complained of are as fol- 
lows, viz : 

** From Junction City, in Boyle county, Kentucky : 

**To Danville, four miles, per car of 24,000 pounds, $7.20 or $1.80 per 
car per mile, or 3 cents per hundred pounds. 

"To Burgin, eleven miles, per car, $10 or 99 cents per car per mile, or 
4^ cents per hundred pounds, 

** To Harrodsburg, fourteen miles, per car, $14, or $1 per car per mile, 
or 5f cents per hundred pounds. 

**To Wilmore, twenty-two miles, per car, $12.50, or 56^!^ cents per car 
])er mile, or 5^1^ cents per hundred pounds. 

** To Nicholasville, twenty-seven miles, per car, '$13, or 44^ cents per 
car per mile, or 5|^J cents per hundred pounds. 

**To Lexington, forty miles, per car, $15, or 37^ cents per car per mile, 
or 6^ cents ]'er hundred pounds. 

*' Complainants say that said Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific 
R lilroad Company is charging for transportation of coal and cars containing 
same, on said track, the following rates, from and to points on its said 
line, viz: 

' • From Greenwood : 

" To Wilmore, eighty miles, $15.50 per car of 24,000 pounds, or 19I 
cctms per car per mile, or 6^ cents per hundred pounds. 

** To Nicholasville, eighty-five miles, $16 per car, or i8|^f cents per car 
per mile, or 6f cents per hundred pounds. 

** To Lexington, ninety-seven miles, $18 per car, or i8|4 cents per car 
per mile, or 7^ cents per hundred pounds. 

**From Flat Rock: 

**To Wilmore, eighty-six miles, $15.50 per car, or 18/^ cents per car 
per mile^ or 6^ cents per hundred pounds. 

**To Nicholasville, ninety-one miles, $16 per car, or i7ff cents per car 
per mile, or 6f cents per hundred pounds. 

**To Lexington, one hundred and three mijes, $18 per car, or 17^1^ 
cents per car per mile, or 6\ cents per hundred pounds. 

** The Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, on whose line com- 
plainant companies' mines are situated, is at the same time charging from 
Pittsburg, which is the headquarters of said association, to said Junction 
City, sixty miles, 3 cents per hundred pounds, or 12 cents per car of 24,000 
pounds per mile. 

** Complainants respectfully ask the Board of Railroad Commissioners 
to investigate and consider their complaint herein presented, and to afford 
such relief as they are authorized by law and it is right and proper for them 
to do. This February 21, 1884. 

"S. V. ROWLAND, 
** President Laurel County Coal Association'^ 
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A copy of this complaint was at once forwarded to the Cincinnati, New 
Orleans & Texas Pacific Railroad Company, accompanied with a notice to 
file as speedily as possible whatever plea it might desire to make. 

On the 26th day of February, 1884, the following response to the fore- 
going complaint was received at this office, viz : 

** Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railway Company, 

(Cincinnati Southern Railway), 

Office of President and General Manager, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, February 25, 1884. 

** W. M. Beckner, Esq., Secretary pro tem. Kentucky Railroad Commission, 
Frankfort, Kentucky: 

coal rates. 

**Dear Sir: Your letter of 22d inst. is duly to hand. Our General 
Freight Agent, Mr. H. Collbran, has had this matter some time in hand, 
and, on the 21st inst., the date of his departure for the South, he had pre- 
pared a scale of charges to go into operation from Junction City, reducing 
the rate on coal from that point to the following named places on this road 
one dollar per car from existing rates. These stations were Moreland, Dan- 
ville, Harrodsburg Junction, Burgin, High Bridge, Wilmore, Nicholasville, 
Windom, and Lexington. This was done entirely in deference to the re- 
peated solicitations made toward that end. It was not considered, and I 
do not now consider, the rates previously charged for the service any too 
high. Of course, taking relatively with rates involving a much greater 
mileage, these would appear high. The railroad service can not be per- 
formed on a rate per ton per mile ; there are very many considerations 
entering into the question of these individual rates. Our trains below 
Junction City, which is at M. P., 1 18, are started from Somerset M. P., 158. 
An engine leaving that point, and having to take on a large quantity of coal 
at Junction City, must necessarily run with a light load from Somerset 
to Junction City, thus entailing a greater expense for the hauling of such 
frieght attached to that engine; whereas, when an engine hauls coal from 
the mines on the line of this road, it can start from its point of origin with 
a full load, and thus, in effect, net for the company on the whole of its haul 
a greater sum than it would for running light to Junction City and hauling 
coal therefrom, even at the existing rates. This is a fict which does not 
present itself to the minds of the gentlemen making these complaints, and 
possibly if it did, they would say that it is none of their business. As a 
matter of fact, however, the whole operations of a railroad have to be made 
to fit in one to the other to attain the desired end. It is not right to take 
the service actually performed, and say that in hauling a car of coal from 
Junction City to any point on the line of road, a certain rate per ton per 
mile is charged, and then to compare that with another haul, the circum- 
stances concerning which are entirely dissimilar. 

7 
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" A further point has been made to the effect that the Louisville & Nash- 
ville furnished cars for this coal. There is nothing in this, as this Company 
pays mileage on these cars, and it is perhaps not necessary to advise you 
that any railroad company can hire whatever quantity of rolling-stock it 
may wish from Car Trust Companies, based on mileage, for the same nets 
at a remarkably handsome profit to the Car Trust Company. My General 
Freight Agent having, as I previously explained, left the city for several 
days, can not be present, and I regret that my occupations are so great that 
I also shall not be able to accept your invitation. 

** Yours truly, 

**JOHN SCOTT, P. cr* G, Af." 

No proof has been taken, and we are asked to give an opinion on the 
question presented by the complaint and response. 

It will be observed that the respondent does not deny the allegations of 
fact contained in the complaint, which must, therefore, be taken as con- 
fessed. 

President Scott, in his response to the complaint, says: ** As a matter 
of fact, the whole operations of a railroad have to be made to fit in one to 
the other to attain the desired end." The case presented to us does not 
exhibit ''the whole operations'* of the respondent company as related to 
the matters complained of. The entire want of testimony compels us to 
take the circumstances shown by the pleadings and from them decide 
whether or not the act with reference to extortion has been violated. 

And First, as to Injury Complained of. 

It is conceded that coal is hauled from Flat Rock to Lexington, a dis- 
tance of one hundred and three miles, for six and one-fourth cents per one 
hundred pounds, while the same rate is charged for a like amount from 
Junction City to Lexington, which is only forty miles. • It is further shown, 
that another company, for a like service from Pittsburg to Junction City, 
sixty miles, charges only three cents per one hundred pounds. In the one 
case coal is transported fifty per cent, farther in distance for one-half the cost, 
and in the other one hundred and fifty-seven and one half per cent, farther 
in distance for exactly the same cost. There is no claim that the rate from 
Greenwood 4:o Lexington, or from Pittsburg to Junction City, is too low. 
In both instances it is the regular charge, and having been fixed by the 
respective companies as compensation for the services to be performed, 
must be accepted as just and reasonable from their standpoint. Their 
patrons engaged in the transportation of coal or interested in its price will 
certainly not complain that these rates are less than should be charged. 
There can then be no controversy about that concerning which all 
interested are agreed. The record does not show that the rates complained 
of are those charged between competitive points. Nor can this in fact be 
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claimed for them. The respondent company has a monopoly of transpor- 
tation between all the points named above on its line, and ihe Louisville & 
Nashville is without competition from Pittsburg to Junction City. It being 
established, then, that the rates from Greenwood and from Flat Rock 
to Wilmore, Nicholasville, and Lexington, are just and reasonable, what 
shall we say of rates that are exactly the same for less than half the dis- 
tance ? We are fully aware of the injustice that would result from requir- 
ing railroad service to be performed on a rate per ton per mile, and are 
sure that no reasonable person would ask such a rule. But here is a case 
wherein the company charges exactly the same amount for hauling a car- 
load of coal forty miles that it does for transporting another car of the same 
weight, and carrying the same freight, in the same direction, a distance of 
one hundred and three miles. In the one case, the cars are received at the 
mines at Flat Rock and Greenwood; in the other, on the switch at Junc- 
tion City. Concede that the payment of mileage does away with the seem- 
ing advantage given by the complainant companies in furnishing the cars of 
the Louisville & Nashville railroad company, and yet there must necessarily 
be less delay in starting trains from Junction City than from the mine 
switches at Greenwood and at Flat Rock, which are kept up and provided 
for solely on account of the coal traffic that they bring to respondent. It 
is hardly sufficient to say that the same rates for the shorter as for the 
longer haul are justified by the fact that an engine leaving Somerset, and 
having to take on a large quantity of coal at Junction City, must necessarily 
run with a light load from Somerset to Junction City. 

Freight trains run regularly, and are dispatched on time, whether 
their loads be light or heavy. If the engine is drawing its full quota when 
it reaches Junction City, it will not increase its load there. If not, then it 
is to the interest of the company that it shall have such an increase of 
freight at Junction City as will give it full work to do from that point. 
There is neither proof nor allegation that engines are run specially from ' 
Somerset, in order to accommodate the coal traffic from complainant's 
mines at Junction City. It will be easy enough to require the Laurel Coal 
Companies to furnish full trains at Junction City before requiring the 
services of an engine on respondent's road. It will not then be necessary 
to lose the distance from Somerset to Junction City, because the train can 
start from the latter point, and the engine sent to haul it need not go 
a longer distance; but were it necessary, in the economy of the respond- 
ent's service, to start its engine from Somerset, this would not account for 
a charge of the same amount for less than half the distance; neither will it 
do to attempt an explanation of the problem presented in this case by say- 
ing, as has respondent, in President Scott's letter, that "as a matter of fact, 
the whole operations of a railroad have to be made to fit in one to the other 
to attain the desired end." This is rather vague and general as a justifica- 
tion for a course that so seriously affects, not only complainant companies. 
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but towns, cities, and counties, containing thousands of people. What is 
** the desired end " referred to by President Scott ? From his standpoint, 
it may be profit to the stockholders of his company ; but the law does not 
regard this as the chief end to be considered. 

In Hays vs, Pennsylvania Co,, Judge Baxter says : 

**The defendant is a common carrier by rail. Its road, though owned 
by a corporation, was nevertheless constructed for public use, and is, in a 
qualified sense, a public highway; hence, everybody constituting a part of 
the public for whose benefit it was authorized is entitled to an equal and 
impartial participation in the use of the facilities it is capable of affording. 
Its ownership by the corporation is in trust as well for the public as for the 
shareholders; but its first and primary obligation is to the public." 

The Supreme Court of Illinois, in Chicago and North-western Railway 
Co. vs. the The People {s^ III , Z19)'t ^^^ said : 

*^ But railway companies may well be regarded as under a higher obliga- 
tion, if that were possible, than that imposed by the common law, to dis- 
charge their duties to the public as common carriers fairly and impartially. 
As has been said by other courts, the State has endowed them with some- 
thing of its own sovereignty in giving them the right of eminent domain. 
By virtue of this power, they take the lands of the citizen against his will, 
and can, if need be, demolish his house. Is it supposed these great powers 
were granted merely for the private gain of the corporators? On the con- 
trary, we all know the companies were created for tjie public good." 

In an opinion delivered by Judge Hallett, about a year ago, in the 
Denver cSr* N. O. P, P. Co. vs. the Atchison, Topeka b^ Santa Fe P. P. Co. 
(Chicago Legal News, March lo, 1883), ^^^ ^"^ ^^^ following statement of 
the law : 

*' The duty of common carriers to give equal service on equal terms and 
upon reasonable compensation to all who may apply to them to carry per- 
. sons or property is as well established as any rule of the common law. 
5i« * * The carrier service is subject only to conditions and limitations 
necessary to its existence, and not such as the carrier himself may impose 
from motives of gain or other purpose." 

In C 6*" A. P. P. Co. vs. the People ex rel. (68 PL, 11), the Supreme 
Court of Illinois decided that, when a resident of Bloomington, who sent 
to Chicago for lumber, was charged five dollars per thousand feet for its 
transportation, while the resident of Lexington, who lived sixteen miles 
njarer, and who ordered the same quantity, at the same time, and from the 
same place, was charged five dollars and sixty-five cents per thousand feet 
for transporting his lumber, it was an unjust discrimination, which could 
not be satisfactorily explained on the ground that the one was a competitive, 
and the other not a competitive, point. 

The court goes on to say : 

*' What is a reasonable rate of freight over a railroad is, at best, a mere 
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matter of opinion, depending on 9. great variety of complicated facts, which 
but few persons could intelligently investigate, and which it would be wholly 
in the power of the company to furnish or withhold. 

** Railroad experts might be produced who would testify that, in their 
opinion, the rate to Lexington, in the present case, was a reasonable rate, 
but the fact that a less rate was charged for the greater distance to Bloomington, 
if the difference was a permanently-established and not a casual difference, 
and if it could be explained only by the fact that there was a competing 
line at one place and not at the other, might well be accepted as conclusive 
proof that the rate to Lexington was not a reasonable rate. The only issue 
to be made under a law properly framed would be, whether there was an un- 
just discrimination or not. If, on the trial of such an issue, the prosecutor 
proves a permanently-established discriniination, like that disclosed by the 
present record, and the company can show no other reason for it than the 
existence of a competing line at the favored point, the defense must be held 
unsatisfactory, notwithstanding witnesses may testify that they believe, as a 
matter of theoretical opinion, that the rates to Lexington are reasonable. 
They can not be reasonable, and the discrimination must be unjust if the 
lesser rates for the greater distance have been established merely because 
the company has ceased to exercise, at that point, a practical monopoly. 

** It can not be supposed that either of the competing lines would estab- 
lish a permanent rate of charges upon a scale that would not furnish a re- 
munerative profit. The rates to Bloomington would be established under 
the influence of a fair competition, which, by the ordinary laws that govern 
commerce, might be relied upon as establishing a rate not unreasonably low^. 
At Lexington, the rates would be established by the uncontrolled discretion 
of the company, and it should not cause surprise if they were fixed unrea- 
sonably high. If the rates are not unreasonably low at Bloomington, they 
are unreasonably high at Lexington. If they are unreasonably low at 
Bloomington, and at all other points touched by competing lines, is it not 
certain that the company will indemnify itself by charging at the stations, 
where there is no competition, a rate unreasonably high ? And will not a 
discrimination arising solely from such a cause be necessarily an unjust and 
injurious discrimination as to all persons shipping or receiving freights at 
the non competing stations ? If Lexington is a town where a considerable 
business is done, it is evident that this discrimination of rates, if permanently 
established, will diminish its business and check its growth. It was never 
intended or expected that these corporations should use their power to ben- 
efit particular individuals or build up particular localities by arbitrary dis- 
criminations in their favor that must cause injury to other persons or places 
engaged in rival pursuits or occupying rival positions. It is in vain to say, 
in defense of such discriminations, made without just cause, that the rate of 
charges against the injured person or locality is a reasonable rate, and, 
therefore, no injury is done. An injury, as a matter of fact, is committed 
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in the manner just suggested, and the Legislature has ihe right to require 
the corporation to show a sufficient cause for the discrimination which pro- 
duces the injury and it can not be permitted to evade the issue by raising 
the speculative inquiry as to whether the rates charged against the injured 
parties or localities are not, after all, reasonable rates. Even if reasonable 
when regarded in reference to the profit upon the capital invested in the 
road, they are not reasonable, in the true sense of the term, if no satisfac- 
tory reason can be given for charging less rates for the same or for greater 
services rendered to persons doing business with the company at neighbor- 
ing stations." 

As we have seen, no satisfactory reason is given by respondent for 
charging as much for hauling a car four miles as the Louisville & Nashville 
Railroad Company charges for hauling the same car sixty miles, nor for 
charging as much for hauling a car forty miles as respondent charges for 
hauling a car one hundred and three miles in the same direction over the 
same ruad, each containing exactly the same freight. The injustice of the 
discrimination is apparent from the statement of the case, and is not relieved 
by the response of the company against whom the complaint is made. The 
effect is to compel complainants to pay three cents per one hundred pounds 
more on their coal to get it to market than is required of persons engaged 
in the same business at Greenwood and at Flat Rock, equally distant. This 
is equivalent to. a difference in cost of about two cents per bushel in the 
markets north of Junction City, which practically prohibits competition on 
the part of complainants. 

If the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railway Company can 
thus shut off trade in coal from mines on the Louisville & Nashville rail- 
road, the company operating the Louisville & Nashville can give to the 
mines on its line a monopoly of the business of supplying coal east and 
west of Junction City. The consequences to the consuming public are ap- 
parent. It is evident, from the facts, that the policy of the respondent 
company is directed by a desire to foster the production of coal on its own 
line, which it has no right to do at the expense of the consuming public. 

It may be objected that the discrimination defined in the act of April 6, 
1882, by virtue of which this Commission was established, is not such as we 
are considering in this case. We grant this, because the act of April 6, 
1882, only applies to such discrimination as is made when — 

**A like quantity of freight of the same class is transported from the 
same point, in the same direction, over equal distances of the same rail- 
road.'* 

But, as will be seen from the complaint, this case is based on the charge 
of extortion as well as on that of discrimination. Extortion is defined by 
the first section of the act of April 6, 1882, to be the act of '* willfully charg- 
ing, collecting, or receiving more than a just and reasonable rate of toll or 
compensation for the transportation of passengers or freight in this State, 
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or for the use of any railroad car upon its track, or upon any track of which 
it has control, or the right to use in this State." 

We have shown, as we think, that the rates complained of are more 
than are just and reasonable. It follows, therefore, that they must be ex- 
tortionate, as denounced by the act referred to. 

But the act creating this Commission is not the only law against unlaw- 
ful discrimination in force in this Commonwealth. 

The charter of the Cincinnati Southern railway, approved February 
13, 1872 (section. 16), provides that — 

**The person or company operating said railroad, or any part thereof, 
as lessee or otherwise, shall receive and carry all passengers and freight 
coming or brought to it or them to be carried, and they shall make no 
discrimination against citizens of Kentucky in carrying freight or passengers 
on said line of railway, or any part thereof; nor shall they make any un- 
just discrimination in favor of through freights or passengers against any 
way freights or passengers, or against freights or passengers from other rail- 
roads connecting with said railway in this State.'' 

It is very clear that the rates complained of unjustly discriminate 
against freights from another railroad connecting with the Cincinnati South- 
ern, because the Laurel county coal companies are compelled to enter the 
same markets with coal brought the same distance, but whose transporta- 
tion has cost them two cents more per bushel. Had it been hauled by re- 
spondents the same number of miles that it was carried over both roads 
before reaching market, it could have competed on an equal footing with 
the produce of the mines at Greenwood and Flat Rock. 

There is still another statute which forbids the discrimination com- 
plained of in this case. The General Statutes (chapter 43, section 5) de- 
clare that all foreign corporations or companies engaged in operating rail- 
roads in this State ** shall be deemed common carriers, and shall not dis- 
criminate in carrying freight for or against any individual or company." 

But aside from all these legislative enactments, the common law, which 
is in full force in this State, except as changed or modified by statute, is 
sufficient to condemn the acts complained of in this case. The statutes are 
simply declaratory of its principles as far as the Legislature may have gone, 
but the eternal doctrines of right and wrong, which it crystalizes, reach be- 
yond the enactments to which we have referred. 

** In charters of common carriers in England," says the Supreme Court 
of New Hampshire, in McDuffee vs. Railroad (52 N. H,, 456), ** what is 
called the equality clause was inserted, requiring the carriers to furnish 
transportation on equal terms. * * * * General statutes were passed 
enacting the common law doctrine of reasonable equality, and new methods 
of enforcing it were introduced. * * * It seems to have been a result 
of the anxiety of Parliament that, instead of merely providing such new 
remedies and modes of judicial procedure as they deemed necessary for the 
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enforcement of the common law, they repeatedly re-enacted the common 
law, until it came to be supposed that, in such an important matter as 
the public service of transportation by common carriers, the public was in- 
debted for the doctrine of equal right to the modern vigilance of Parliament 
instead of the system of legal reason which has been birthright of English- 
men for many ages. 

**A mistake of this kind is an evil of some magnitude. When the un- 
derstanding prevails that equality in a branch of the public service so vast 
as that of transportation by common carriers depends upon the action of 
a Legislature declaring it by statute, and attempting the difficult task of ac- 
curately expressing the whole length and breadth of the doctriue in words 
not defined in the common law, public and common rights of immense 
value are removed from a natural, broad, and firm foundation to one that is 
artificial and narrow, and consequently less secure; and many results of ill 
consequence flow from such a misconception of the free institutions of the 
common law.'' 

However defective our statutes may be in defining discrimination, the 
common law fully prohibits every offense that the railroad companies can 
commit against equality, justice, and right in the matter of rates. 

The question presented by this complaint is a part of one of the prob- 
lems of the day. How shall- those cut off from water transportation have 
cheap coal, and yet do no injustice to the railroads? 

The development of our coal mines is of almost as much consequence 
to the people of Kentucky as the improvement of our carrying facilities. 
Coal is an article of prime necessity to town and country. Its price can be 
reduced at Lexington and the points lying between that place and Junction 
City, if the respondent company will charge a rate for complainants' coal 
in proportion for the distance hauled to what is paid it by those engaged in 
mining coal at Greenwood and Flat Rock. In our judgment, its present 
rates for coal from Junction City to Lexington and intermediate points is 
extortionate, and unjustly discriminates against complainants. 

Second as to Remedy, 

The company, as stated bythe president in his response herein, has in- 
dicated its purpose to yield to the pressure, and reduce its rates. There 
ought to be an adjustment on a fair basis that will give settled fixed rates, 
so that dealers and consumers may know what to expect. The Commission, 
whose powers are only advisory in such matters, will be glad to render any 
assistance within its jurisdiction in bringing this about. It was established, 
as the title to the act of April 6, 1882, declares, " In aid of a purpose to 
prevent extortion and discrimination in the transportation of freight and 
passengers by railroad corporations," but is not a judicial tribunal to assess 
fines or enter coercive judgments. 
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The act of April 6, 1882, provides that any railroad corporation guilty 
of extortion or unlawful discrimination shall, upon conviction, be fined for 
the first offense in any sum not less than $100 nor more than $1,000; and 
upon a second conviction, in any sum not less than $500 nor more tlian 
$2,000, and upon a third conviction, in any sum not less than $2,000 nor 
more than $5,000. The Circuit Court of the county into or through which 
the railroad may rua shall have jurisdiction of the offense, which shall be 
prosecuted by indictment, or by action in the name of the Commonwealth, 
upon information filed by the Board of Railroad Commissioners. The 
party aggrieved may sue in his own name, and recover three times the 
amount of damage sustained, together with costs of suit and a reasonable 
attorney's fee, to be fixed by the court. 

In this case the Commission will file information with the attorney-general, 
which will authorize him to bring the action provided for in the statute in 
the name of the Commonwealth. Complainants will have to furnish specifica- 
tions as to time and amount of charges alleged to be unlawful. Besides 
suit by the individual aggrieved, jndictment by the grand jury, and the 
action authorized in the name of the Commonwealth, in a matter which so 
much affects the public, the attorney-general might apply, on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, to a court having jurisdiction, for an injunction restraining 
the respondent company from charging more than a just and reasonable 
rate from Junction City to Lexington and intermediate points. The writ of 
injunction is an equitable writ, and is, in case of malfeasance, an order to 
restrain wrong. It is more lenient than the remedy at law, since it would 
forbid the corporation to further violate the law rather than punish it by fines 
or mulct it in damages. 

In England, the right of the State, through the attorney-general, inde- 
pendent of any statutory enactment, to sue for and obtain a writ of injunc- 
tion restraining railway corporations from violating the law or abusing their 
franchises, has been clearly decided. {B rice's Ultra Vires, §06- g), 

Redfield says that — 

** Injunctions in courts of equity restrain railways from exceeding the 
terms of their charters, or committing irreparable injury to other persons, 
natural or artificial, have been common for a long time in England and this 
country." (^Redfield on Railways^ 307.) 

In the case of the Attorney- General vs. Railroad Companies (35 Wls.y 
425), w^hich was brought to restrain the defendants from charging a greater 
rate of toll than the law allowed, the Supreme Court of Wisconsin sustained 
the jurisdiction therein claimed by the State as a necessary and most salutary 
one for the preservation of public right and public authority. 

This decision was not based on any statutory provision, but on the gen- 
eral principles of equity jurisdiction, which are as applicable in Kentucky as 
in Wisconsin. 

In the course of its opinion, the court in this case says : 
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** In such cases there is always a remedy at law. The attorney-general 
may proceed at law by quo warranto to forfeit the charter of the offending 
corporation ; and, if there be a penalty, as often happens, he may sue for it 
at law, and the concurrent remedy by injunction inevitably gives the election 
imputed to the attorney rgeneral, and we see no reason why the attorney gen- 
eral here has not the same election. To deny him such an election is only 
another way of denying the jurisdiction." ( Page 524..) 

And then, again, the complainant companies have a right to an injunc- 
tion restraining the private wrong done to them by reason of respondent's 
charges from Junction City. This will hardly be denied. The action pro- 
vided for in our Code in lieu of the writs of scire facias and quo warranto, 
or of an information in the nature of a quo warranto (see 480, Civil Code), 
would hardly accomplish what complainants in this case desire, unless it be 
that in such a case the court may prevent the abuse of a franchise. {Com- 
monwealth vs. City 0/ Frankfort, etc., 13 Bushy 185.) 

We have thus shown that if the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pa- 
cific Railway Company shall refuse to reduce the rates complained of to 
proper bounds, there are the following remedies now provided by law, viz : 

I St. Indictment for extortion and for unlawful discrimination. 

2d. An action in the name of the Commonwealth by the attorney-gen- 
eral on information filed by the Railroad Commissioners. 

3d. Suit by complainants for three times the amount of damage sus- 
tained, costs, and attorney's fee. 

4th. An injunction at the instance of the attorney-general, and for the 
benefit of the public. 

5th. An injunction at the instance of complainants, and to prevent per- 
sistence in perpetrating the wrong done to them. 

Our Court of Appeals, in their opinion in the Railroad Tax Cases ren- 
dered last December, practically decided that the 19th section of the act of 
April 6, 1882, is inoperative, and it can not, therefore, be cited as furnishing 
another mode of procedure for dealing with the question raised in this com- 
plaint. The remedies that we have pointed out, however, are ample to cor- 
rect the wrong which we have shown does exist in the matter of rates in coal 
from Junction City to Lexington and intermediate points. 

D. HOWARD SMITH, 
W. B. MACHEN, 
W. M. BECKNER, 

Railroad Commissioners. 
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Coal Traffic. 

KENTUCKY CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY, 
OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER, 

RICHMOND, VA., NOVEMBER 28, 1884. 

Mr. S. V. Rowland^ President Laurel Coal Association^ Pittsburgh Ky. 

Dear Sir : In reply to yours of the 26th, will say that our great trouble 
and one which we wish did not exist is a want of coal cars in sufficient 
numbers to enable us to accommodate the natural coal traffic of the road. 
It is, therefore, entirely out of the question for us to promise any cars to the 
association for shipments of coal to points on the line of this road. 

We hope before another year rolls around to have a sufficient number 
of coal cars to meet the entire demand. At the present time this road is de- 
pendent upon our Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy railroad for cars 
in which to handle fuel for the company. 

Another feature in the problem which militates against your interest is 
the difference in gauge between this and the Louisville & Nashville rail- 
road. If the gauge was the same we could then furnish car for car. As 
matters now are it is impossible for us to do so all of which I assure you is 
regretted. 

We shall take steps, however, at the earliest day practicable, to overcome 
the deficiency when we shall be glad to give your mines equal facilities for 
supplying the market on the line of our road, that is given to the mines 
located on our other roads. 

Yours very truly, 

C. W. SMITH. 



SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Nos. 497, 498, AND 499. — October Term, 1885. 



The Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific 

Railroad Co., Plaintifif in Error, 
No. 497. vs. 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

The Louisville & Nashville Railroad Co.. Plain- 

tiffin Error, 
No. 498. vs. 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

The Chesapeake, Ohio & South-western Rail- 
road Co., Plaintiff in Error, 
No. 499. vs. 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky. 



1^ 



In error to the Court of 
Appeals of the Com- 
monwealth of Ken- 
tucky. 



STATEMENT. 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky brought its several actions against the 
railroad companies above named as plaintiffs in error respectively, to re- 
cover the amounts of certain taxes levied against each of them, under the 
provisions of **An act to prescribe the mode of ascertaining the value of 
the property of railroad companies for taxation, and for taxing the same," 
approved April 3, 1878. {Bullitt ^ FelancPs Gen' I Stats, of Ky., 1881, 
p, 1019.) 

As the validity of this statute is drawn in question in these actions, it is 
here set out in full, as follows : 

'* Section i. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky^ That the president or chief officer of each railroad company, 
or other corporation owning a railroad lying in this State, shall, in the month 
of July in each year, return to the Auditor of Public Accounts of the State, 
under oath, the total length of such railroad, including the length thereof be- 
yond the limits of the State, and designating its length within this State, and 
in each county, city, and incorporate town therein, together with the average 
value per mife thereof, for the purpose of being operated as a carrier of 
freight and passengers, including engines and cars and a list of the depot 
grounds and improvements and other real estate of the said company, and 

(108) ' 
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the value thereof, and the respective counties, cities, and incorporated 
towns, in which the same are located. That if any of said railroad com- 
panies owns or operates a railroad or railroads out of this State, but in 
connection with its road in this State, the president or chief officer of such 
company shall on4y be required to return such proportion of the entire 
value of all Us rollinc-stock as the number of miles of its railroad in this 
State bears to the whole number of miles operated by said company in and 
out of this Slate. 

**Sec. 2. That should any railroad, or part of a line of railroad, in this 
State, be in the hands or under the control of a receiver or other person, 
by order or decree of any court in this or any other State, it shall be the 
duty of such receiver or other person to make, under his oath, the returns 
and valuations required by the first section of this act ; and should such 
president or chief officer of any railroad company, or such receiver, fail to 
make said returns and valuations on or before the first day cjf August in 
each and every year, the said auditor shall proceed and ascertain the facts 
and values required by this act to be returned, and in such manner and by 
such means as he may deem best, and at the cost of the company failing to 
make the returns and values. 

**Sec. 3. That the governor of the State, on or before the first day of 
August, 1878, shall appoint three disinterested freeholders, citizens of thi« 
State, who shall constitute- a Board of Equalization, who shall meet annually 
at the office of the Auditor in Frankfort, on the first day of September in 
each year, a majority present constituting a quorum for the transaction of 
business; and at the said meetings the auditor shall lay before them the 
returns made to him under this act, and any schedules and valuations as 
he may have made under the second section hereof; and should the valua- 
tions, or any of them, in the judgment of said board, be either too high 
or too low, they shall correct and equalize the same by a proper increase 
or decrease thereof. Said board shall keep a record of their proceedings, 
to be signed by each member present at any meeting ; and the said board 
is hereby authorized to examine the books and property of any railroad 
company to ascertaii\ the value of its property, or to have them examined 
by any suitable, disinterested person, to be appointed by them for that 
purpose. The members of said board shall hold their office for the term 
of four years, and shall receive for their services ten dollars per day, and 
all traveling and other necessary expenses while in actual service ; jPro 
videdj That said service shall not be for a longer period of time than 
twenty days in any one year ; and before proceeding to act under their ap- 
pointment, they shall take an oath before the governor of the State, that 
they will faithfully and impartially perform their duties as members of said 
Board of Equalization ; and in the case of the death, resignation of either, 
or failure to act, the governor shall fill the vacancy by another appointment. 

** Sec. 4. The same rate of taxation for State purposes, which is or may 
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be in any year levied on other real estate in this Commonwealth, shall be, 
and is hereby, levied upon the value so found by the said board, of the 
railroad, rolling-stock, and real estate of each company ; and the same rate 
of taxation for the purposes of each county, city, town, or precinct, in 
which any portion of any railroad is located, which is or may be in any 
year levied on other real estate therein, shall be, and is hereby, levied on 
the value of the real estate of said company therein, and of the number 
of miles of such road therein, reckoned as of the value of the average 
value of each mile of such railroad with its rolling-stock, as ascertained 
as aforesaid. And immediately after the said board shall have completed 
its valuation each year, the Auditor of Public Accounts shall notify 
the clerk of each county court of the amount so assessed for taxation in 
his county, and each railroad company of the amount of its assessment 
for taxation for State purposes, and for the purposes of such county, city, 
town, or pfecinct. And all existing laws in this State, authorizing the 
assessment and taxation of the property of railroad companies by counties, 
cities, or incorporated towns, are hereby repealed; and no county, city, 
or incorporated town in this State, shall hereafter assess, levy, or collect 
any taxes on the property of railroad companies of this State, except as 
provided by this act. 

**Sec. 5. All taxes levied under the provisions of this act shall be paid 
on or before the loth day of October in each year; and for a failure to 
pay the same, the officers of the said companies shall be subject to the same 
penalties to which they are now subject for a failure to pay the taxes now 
levied by law. And the taxes, in behalf of the Commonwealth, may be 
recovered by action in the Franklin Circuit Court, and those in behalf of 
the counties by actions in the courts of civil common law jurisdiction in 
such counties, respectively. 

**Sec. 6. That all laws in conflict with this act are repealed. 

'*Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from its passage." 

The powers and duties conferred by this act upon the Board of Equal- 
ization were by a subsequent act, approved April 19. 1882, devolved upon 
the Board of Railroad Commissioners, appointed under an act approved 
April 6, 1882. 

These actions were brought in the Franklin Circuit Court in pursuance 
of the 5th section of the act. 

The cause of action against the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas 
Pacific railroad company was set out in the petition, according to the prac- 
tice in Kentucky, as follows : 

** The plaintiff states that the defendant is a railroad company and cor- 
poration, and is, and was during the year 1882, the owner of, by lease, and 
operating, a line of railway lying in the State of Kentucky known as the 
Cincinnati Southern railway, and the same constructed under, and char- 
tered and incorporated by, an act of the General Assembly of the Com- 
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mon wealth of Kentucky, entitled 'An act to authorize the trustees of the ^ 
Cincinnati Southern railway to acquire the right of way and to extend a line 
of railway through certain counties in this Commonwealth/ approved Feb- 
ruary 13, 1872. 

** Plaintiff states that the defendant, for the purpose of assessment and 
taxation for the year 1882, as required by law, reported to the Auditor of 
Public Accounts of the State of Kentucky the total length of said road 
owned and operated by it as aforesaid and the value thereof per mile, and 
also reported its engines, cars, depot grounds, improvements, and other 
real estate, and the value thereof. The total valuation of said roads, in- 
cluding sidings and other taxable property as reported, was dollars. 

*' Plaintiff states that after said report and valuation was made to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts by the defendant, the Board of Railroad Com- 
missioners, who by law constitute a Board of Equalization to value and 
assess the railroad property of the State, after being sworn, as required by 
law, met, on the first day of September, 1882, at. the office of the auditor, 
in Frankfort, and with a majority of said board present constituting a quo- 
rum, the auditor placed before them the valuations, returns, and report made 
to him by defendant. 

•* Plaintiff states that said Board of Equalization continued its sittings 
from day to day, as provided by law, of which the defendant had due no- 
tice ; and plaintiff avers that defendant did appear before said board and its 
officers, agents, and attorneys, and presented such facts, figures, and in- 
formation and argument in relation to the valuation and assessment for 
taxation of its said property as it saw proper to. 

'* Plaintiff states that said board, after a full hearing of defendant, by her 
officers, agents, and attorneys, and a full consideration of said returns, 
reports, information, and arguments before them, valued and assessed for 
taxation for the year 1882 the defendant's line of railroad lying in this State, 
the same reported by defendant to the auditor, together with the rolling- 
stock, engines, cars, depot grounds, improvements, and other real estate, 

at the sum of $6,027,942.00, and on the day of September, 1882, 

returned and filed with the Auditor of Public Accounts the record of said 
assessment and valuation, signed and attested, as provided by law, a certi- 
fied copy of which, marked * A,' is filed herewith as a part hereof. 

** Plaintiff states that the Auditor of Public Accounts, before the loth 
day of March, 1882, duly notified defendant of the amount of its assess- 
ment for taxation, and, as required by law, opened an account with de- 
fendant, charging it with the sum of $28,632.42, the amount of tax due the 
State of Kentucky upon said assessment and valuation of the defendant's 
property for the year 1882 at forty-seven and one-half cents on the one 
hundred dollars, which is the rate of taxation prescribed by law on such 
property, and all other real estate of the Commonwealth. A certified copy 
of said account is filed herewith as a part hereof, marked * B.' 
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** Plaintiff states that the defendant is indebted to him in the sum of 
$28,632.42, taxes due as aforesaid for the year 1882, no part of which has 
been paid. 

** Wherefore plaintiff prays judgment against the defendant for said 
debt, and interest from October 10, 1882, and for her costs and all 
proper relief." 

In the case against the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, the 
petition is substantially the same, except the averment of the valuation of 
its lines of railroad, which, it is alleged, were valued and assessed at the 
sum of $15,521,406.00, on which the amount of tax, at forty-seven and one- 
half cents to the one hundred dollars, is $72,726.69, on which there is 
admitted a credit of $25,000.00, paid January 22, 1883. 

The taxable property of the other plaintiff in error, the Chesapeake, 
Ohio & South-western Railroad Company, it is averred in the petition, 
otherwise substantially the same as in the other cases, was valued and 
assessed at $2,791,994.00, on which the tax levied was $13,261.98, which 
is credited with $6,798.32, paid January 5, 1883. 

An answer was filed in each case, but, so far as they raised an issue of 
fact, they were withdrawn, and the causes were heard on demurrers, the 
quesiions of law being such as arose upon the face of the petitions. 

Judgments were rendered in favor of the Commonwealth in all the cases, 
and were affirmed by the Court of Appeals, and thereupon the present writs 
of error were allowed and have been prosecuted. 

[November 16, 1885.] 

Mr. Justice Matthews delivered, the opinion of the court. 

Two Federal questions arise on the record, in these cases, contained in 
ilie following propositions affirmed by the plaintiffs in error: 

First: That the act of April 3, 1878, and the taxes levied in pursuance 
of it, if enforced, as it is sought to be, in these judgments, in effect take 
the property of the defendant below without due process of law; and — 

Second: That they constitute a denial of the equal protection of the 
laws, in both particulars, violating the Fourteenth Amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

In support of the first of these propositions, it is contended on behalf 
of the plaintiffs in error, that, by the enforcement of these judgments, they 
will be deprived of their property without due process of law, because the 
valuation of their property under the act is made by the Board of Railroad 
Commissioners without the right on their part to notice of the proceeding, or 
the right to be heard in opposition to any proposed action of the board in 
its progress. 

It has, however, been repeatedly decided by this court that the proceed- 
ings to raise the public revenue by levying and collecting; taxes are not 
necessarily judicial, and that **due process of law," as applie i to that sub- 
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ject, does not imply or require the right to such notice and hearing as are 
considered to be essential to the validity of the proceedings and judgments 
of judicial tribunals. Notice by statute is generally the only notice given, 
and that has been held sufficient. **In judging what is 'due process of 
law/'' said Mr. Justice Bradley, in Davidson vs. New Orleans , 96 U. S., 
97, 107, " respect must be had to the cause and object of the taking, whether 
under the taxing power, the power of eminent domain, or the power of as- 
sessment for local improvements, or none of these; and if found to be 
suitable or admissible in the special case, it will be adjudged to be *due 
process of law;' but if found to be arbitrary, oppressive, and unjust, it may 
be declared to be not *due process of law.'" 

In its application to proceedings for the levy and collection of taxes, it 
was said in McMillen vs. Anderson, 95 U. S., 37, 42, that it **is not, and 
never has been, considered necessary to the validity of a tax" **that the 
party charged should have been present, or had an opportunity to be present, 
in some tribunal when he was assessed." This language, it is true, was 
used in the decision of a case in reference to a license tax where all the cir- 
cumstances of its assessment were declared by statute, and nothing was 
entrusted to the discretion of public officers; but in the State .Railroad Tax 
Cases, 92 U. S., 575, 610, where the ascertainment of the taxable value of 
railroads was the duty of a board, as in the present cases, whose assessment 
was challenged for the reason that the proceeding was not **due process of 
law," for want of notice and a hearing, it was said by Mr. Justice Miller, 
delivering the opinion of the court: **This board has its time of sitting 
fixed by law. Its sessions are not secret. No obstruction exists to the ap- 
pearance of any one before it to assert a right or/^^dress a wrong; and in 
the business of assessing taxes, this is all that can be reasonably asked." 

In the proceedings questioned in these cases, there was, in fact and in 
law, notice and a hearing. The railroad company, by its president or chief 
officer, is required by law, at a specified time, to return to the auditor of 
public accounts, under oath, a statement showing ** the total length of such 
railroad, including the length thereof beyond the limits of the State, and 
designating its length within this State, and in each county, city, and incor- 
porate town therein, together with the average value per mile thereof, for 
the purpose of being operated as a carrier of freight and passengers, in- 
cluding engines and cars, and a list of the depot grounds and improvements, 
and other real estate of the said company, and the value thereof, and the 
respective counties, cities, and incorporated towns, in which the same are 
located. That, if any of said railroad companies owns or operates a rail- 
road or. railroads out of this State, but in connection with its road in this 
State, the president or chief officer of such company shall only be required 
to return such proportion of the entire value of all its rolling-stock as the 
number of miles of its railroad in this State bears to the whole number of 
miles operated by said company in and out of this State." 

8 
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This return, made by the corporation through its officers, is the state- 
ment of its own cas^, in all the particulars that enter into the question of 
the value of its taxable property, and may be verified and fortified by such 
explanations and proofs as it may see fit to insert. It is laid by the auditor 
of public accounts before the Board of Railroad Commissioners, and con- 
stitutes the matter on which they are to act. They are required to meet 
for that purpose on the first day of September in each year, at the office of 
the auditor, at the seat of government, when these returns are to be sub- 
mitted to them. The statute declares that, ** should the valuations be either 
too high or too low, they shall correct and equalize the same by a pro])er 
increase or decrease thereof Said board shall keep a record of their pro- 
ceedings, to be signed by each member present at any meeting ; and the said 
board is hereby authorized to examine the books and property of any rail- 
road company to ascertain the value of its property, or to have them exam- 
ined by any suitable disinterested person, to be appointed by them for that 
purpose." And in the performance of these duties, their sessions are limit- 
ed to a period of not longer than twenty days in any one year. 

These meetings are public, and not secret. The time and place for 
holding them are fixed by law. The proceedings of the board are required 
to be made matter of record, and authenticated by the signature of the 
quorum present. Anyone interested has the right to be present. In refer- 
ence to this point, the Court of Appeals of Kentucky, in its decision in 
these cases, says (8i Ky. Rep. 492, 512): *' As we construe this act, al- 
though in the nature of an original assessment, the parties had the right to 
be heard, and were in fact heard before the board passing on the question 
of valuation." It is averred, in the petitions filed in these actions, that 
*' defendant did appear before said board by its officers, agents, and attor- 
neys, and presented such facts, figures, and information, and argument in 
relation to the valuation and assessment for taxation of its said property, a,s 
it saw proper to; " and ** that said board, after a full hearing of defendant 
by her officers, agents, and attorneys, and a full consideration of said re- 
turns, reports, information, and arguments before them, valued and assessed 
for taxation " the defendant's line of railroad, etc. These averments are 
not denied, but stand confessed in the record of each case. 

It is said, however, in answer to this, by counsel for plaintiffs in error j 
in argument, that whatever was in fact this alleged hearing, it could only 
have been accorded as a matter of grace and favor, because it was not de- 
mandable, as of right, under the law, and, consequently, has no such legal 
value as attaches to a hearing to which the law gives a right, and to which 
it compels the attention of the officer, under an imperative obligation, wiih 
the sense of official responsibility for impartial and right decision which is 
imputed to the discharge of official duty. 

But such is not the construction put upon the statute, as we have seen, 
by the Court of Appeals of the State, nor the practical construction, as we 
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infer from the averments of the pleadings, put upon it by the officers called 
to act under it. And if the plaintiffs in error have the constitutional right 
to such hearing, for which they contend, the statute is properly to be con- 
strued so as to recognize and respect it, and not to deny it. The constitu- 
tion and the statute will be construed together as one law. This was the 
principle of construction applied by this court, following the decisions of 
the State Court, in Neal vs, Delaware^ 103 U. S. , 370, where words, deny- 
ing the right, were regarded as stricken out of the State Constitution and 
statutes, by the controlling language of the Constitution of the United 
States; and in the case of C<j;^/^r z/^. The Wandsworth Board of Works ^ 14 
C. B. N. S , 180, 194, in a case where a hearing was deemed essential, it 
was said by Byles, J., *'that, although there are no positive words in a 
statute requiring that the party shall be heard, yet the justice of the com- 
mon law will supply the omission of the Legislature.'' 

It is still urged, however, that there is, notwithstanding what has been 
said, no security that the final action of the Board of Railroad Commission- 
ers, in valuing and assessing railroad property under this statute, may not 
be unequal, unjust, and oppressive, and that either by error of judgment, 
through caprice, prejudice, or even from an intention to oppress, valuations 
may be made which are excessive, bearing no reasonable relation to what is 
fair and just, and fixed arbitrarily, based neither upon actual evidence nor 
an honest estimate. But the same suppositions may be indulged in, in op- 
position to all contrary presumptions, with reference to the final action of 
any tribunal appointed to determine the matter, however carefully consti- 
tuted, and however carefully guarded in its procedure, and whether judicial 
or administrative. Such possibilities are but the necessary imperfections of 
all human institutions, and do not admit of remedy ; at least no revisory 
power to prevent or redress them enters into the judicial system, for, by the 
supposition, its administration is itself subject to the .same imperfections. 

But whatever relief courts of justice may afford against the injuries ap- 
prehended, when, in fact, they have resulted, is secured to the plaintiffs in 
error by the very statute of which they complain. For the valuation of rail- 
road property, under that act, and the assessment of the taxes thereon, are 
not final, in the sense that they constitute a charge upon the property subject 
to the tax, or a liabiHty fixed upon the corporation owning it. That result 
can be attained, and the tax actually collected, only by suit, as provided in 
the 5th section of the statute, either against the officers of the companies for 
penalties incurred, by a failure to pay the taxes levied, or for the recovery 
of the taxes themselves, by action in the Franklin Circuit Court, or in the 
courts having jurisdiction in the counties, for the taxes payable to them re- 
spectively. The case is thus brought directly and distinctly within the de- 
cision in Davidson vs. New Orleans^ 96 U. S., 97, 104, where it was held, 
** that, whenever by the laws of a State, or by State authority, a tax, assess- 
ment, servitude, or other burden is imposed upon property for the public 
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use, whether it be of the whole State, or of some more limited portion of 
the community, and those laws provide for a mode of confirming or contest- 
ing the charge thus imposed, in the ordinary courts of justice, with such no- 
tice to the person, or such proceeding in regard to the property as is appro- 
priate to the nature of the case, the judgment in such proceedings can not 
be said to deprive the owner of his property without due process of law, 
however obnoxious it may be to other objections." And this is the principle 
that was followed in the subsequent case of Hagar vs. Reclamation District^ 
III U. S., 701. In that case, the statute of California, which conferred the 
jurisdiction, authorized any defense, going either to the validity or to the 
amount of the tax assessed, to be pleaded. What inquiries may be permit- 
ted in such cases, of course, is a matter that depend upon the particular 
provision^^ of the law of the jurisdiction. In the absence of such provis- 
ions, and a^ a principle of general jurisprudence, it is safe to say, that any 
defense is admissible which establishes the illegality of the proceeding, re- 
sulting in the alleged assessment, whether because it is in violation of the 
local law which is relied on as conferring the authority upon which it is based, 
or because it constitutes a denial of a right secured to the party complain- 
ing by the Constitution of the United States. The judgments now under 
review were rendered in just such actions, so that we can not escape the con- 
clusion that there is no ground for the plaintiffs in error to contend that they 
have been rendered without due process of law. 

The plaintiffs in error, however, did interpose a defense below, legitimate 
in itself and arising under the Constitution of the United States, namely, 
that in the proceedings of the Board of Railroad Commissioners, resulting 
in the valuation and assessment, under the act of April 3, 1878, they were sev- 
lerally denied the equal protection of the laws, contr^iry to ilie Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution. As this defense was overruled by the 
Court of Appeals of Kentucky, another Federal question is presented which 
we are bound now to examine and decide. 

The discrimination against railroad companies and their property, which 
is the subject of complaint, as being unjust and unconstitutional, arises 
from the fact that, in the legislation of Kentucky on the subject, railroad 
property, though called real estate, is classed by itself as distinct from 
other real estate, such as farms and city lots, and subjected to different 
means and methods for ascertaining their value, for purposes of taxation, 
and differing as well from those applied to the property of corporations 
chartered for other purposes, such as bridge, mining, street railway, manu- 
facturing, gas, and water companies. These latter report to the auditor 
the total cash value of their property, and pay into the treasury as a tax 
upon each one hundred dollars of its value a sum equal to the tax collected 
upon the same value of real estate ; and their reports and valuations are 
treated as complete and perfect assessments, not subject to revision by any 
board or court, and conclusive upon the taxing officers. 
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But there is nothing in the Constitution of Kentucky that requires taxes 
to be levied by a uniform method upon all descriptions of property. The 
whole matter is left to the discretion of the legislative power, and there is 
nothing to forbid the classification of property for purposes of taxation and 
the valuation of different classes by different methods. The rule of equality 
in respect to the subject only requires the same means and methods to be 
applied impartially to all constituents of each class, so that the law shall 
operate equally and uniformly upon all persons in similar circumstances. 
There is no objection, therefore, to the discrimination made as between 
railroad companies and other corporations in the methods and instrumental- 
ities by which the value of their property is ascertained. The different 
nature and uses of their property justify the discrimination in this respect 
which the discretion of the Legislature has seen fit to impose. 

So, the fact that the Legislature has chosen to call a railroad, for pur- 
poses of taxation, real estate, does not identify it with farming lands and 
town lots, in such a sense as imperatively to require the employment of 
the same machinery and methods for all, in the process of valuation, for 
purposes of taxation. Calling them by the same name does not obliterate 
the essential differences between them, and, accordingly, it is not insisted 
on in argument, as an objection to the system, that a railroad running 
through several counties is valued and taxed as a unit and by a special 
board organized for that purpose, while other real estate is valued in each 
county by assessors. The final point of objection seems to be reduced to 
this. In the case of ordinary real estate, it is said, when the assessor has 
made his valuation, it is submitted to a Board of Supervisors, who may 
change the valuation, but not so as to increase it, without notice to the tax- 
payer, and an opportunity for a formal hearing, upon testimony to be ad- 
duced under oath, and with a right of appeal on his part, first, to a county 
judge, and, again, if the amount of the tax is equal to fifty dollars, to the 
Circuit Court. This is contrasted with the proceeding in the case of 
railroad property before the Board of Railroad Commissioners, in which it 
is alleged there is no notice of an intended change in the valuation returned 
by the company, and no appeal allowed if it is increased. 

The discrimination, however, is apparent rather than real. An exami- 
nation of the statutes shows that the original valuation of the assessor, in 
case of ordinary real estate, is conclusive upon the tax-payer, no matter 
how unsatisfactory; and the appeal allowed is only from the action of the 
Board of Supervisors, in case they undertake to increase the valuation 
made by the assessor. But, in the case of railroad property, no board has 
authority to increase the original assessment made by the Railroad Com- 
missioners, and there is, therefore, no case for an appeal similar to that of 
the owner of ordinary real estate. 

But were it otherwise, the objection would not be tenable. We have 
already decided that the mode of valuing railroad property for taxation 
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under this statute is due process of law. That being so, the provision 
securing the equal protection of the laws does not require, in any case, 
an appeal, although it may be allowed in respect to other persons, differ- 
ently situated. This was expressly decided by this court in the case of 
Missouri vs. Lewis loi U. S., 22, 30. It was there said by Mr. Justice 
Bradley, delivering the opinion of the court and speaking to this point, 
that, ** the last restriction, as to the equal protection of the laws, is not 
violated by any diversity in the jurisdiction of the several courts as to sub- 
ject matter, amount, or finality of decision, if all persons within the terri- 
torial limits of their respective jurisdictions have an equal right, in like 
cases and under like circumstances, to resort to them for redress." The 
right to classify railroad property, as a separate class, for purposes of taxa 
tion, grows out of the inherent nature of the property, and the discretion 
vested by the Constitution of the State in its Legislature, and necessarily 
involves the right, on its part, to devise and carry into eifect a distinct 
scheme, with different tribunals, in the proceeding to value it. If such a 
scheme is due process of law, the details in which it differs from the mode 
of valuing other descriptions and classes of property can not be considered 
as a denial of the equal protection of the laws. 

We see no error in the several judgments of the Court of Appeals of 
Kentucky in these cases, and they are accordingly 

Affirmed. 

Mr. Justice Blatchford did not sit in these cases, or take any .part in 
their decision. 

True copy. 

Test: JAMES H. Mc^ENNEY, 

Clerk Supreme Courts U. S. 
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